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Central Baptist College in Conway, Arkansas is proud to an-
nounce a new program to ensure student success called the Au-
tism Spectrum Assistance Program (ASAP).  

ASAP is a program for students interested in attending col-
lege, but are in need of additional supports in order to be success-
ful.  Paula Bender, Disability Support Services Coordinator for 
CBC said, “Our goal is to support students on the autism spectrum 
through college.  We believe ASAP will be a tremendous benefit 
to these students and allow them to have the full college experi-
ence.”

The Autism Spectrum Assistance Program is accepting appli-
cations for a limited number of openings for the fall 2017 semes-
ter.  The program is open to students admitted to CBC in any 
degree program and there is a cost for the services in addition to 
tuition.  Information and applications are available on the pro-
gram’s website at cbc.edu/asap. 

ASAP provides extensive support in addition to the appropri-
ate accommodations required by the Americans with Disabilities 

CBC Adds Autism Support Program

Act.  Academic tutoring and 
study skills instruction will 
be provided. Peer mentors 
will be assigned and coun-
seling provided to assist with 
social skills.  Students may 
also participate in ASAP 
Bootcamp. Bootcamp allows 
students to experience cam-
pus life in a very structured, 
small group setting, during 
the summer, in preparation 
for the beginning of school.  

Bender added, “Central 
Baptist College provides a 
unique opportunity for stu-
dents on the Autism Spec-
trum.  The small student-fac-
ulty ratio allows more access 
to instructors and individual 
attention.  The small campus 
environment is where stu-

dents can discover their place and feel part of the campus com-
munity.”

Students must meet the minimum admissions requirements 
of CBC, provide documentation of disability, and letters of rec-
ommendation from educators and or counselors to be considered 
for the program. For more information, contact:  Paula Bender, 
Disability Support Services Coordinator, at pbender@cbc.edu  or 
(501)205-8926 or visit cbc.edu/asap.  

Two Great Meetings You Don’t 
Want To Miss!!

Landmark Missionary Baptist Church
1215 Boyd St. • DeSoto, MO
is excitedly preparing to host

The 2017 BMA of MO
Missions Symposium

starting at 6:00 p.m.
Friday, May 19th with another session

starting at 9:00 a.m. Saturday. May 20th
featuring guest speaker: 

Jeff Swart
who will speaking on

“The Rapture of the Saints” - answering 
your questions about the Rapture

&
“Is the United States Mentioned in Prophecy?”

This will be followed by 

 The 2017 Mid-year Meeting
of the BMA of MO

May 20th, starting at approximately 10:30 a.m. 
as we take care the business of our 

association ministries. 
Each church is encouraged to send 

three messengers to participate in this meeting, 
and others are invited to attend.
Lunch will be provided by the 

host church on Saturday. 
Remember to bring an offering to help Camp Garwood and 

the BMAMO Grant Fund • GOAL $5,000

New Girl’s Dorm under construction at Camp Garwood

News From 
Camp Garwood
6th Annual Men’s 

Spring Retreat
Camp Garwood

Friday, May 12, 2017  
Starting at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday May 13, 2016

Friday Night Speaker: 
Bro. Chris Polk

Questions: Contact Dennis 
Baker for information:

636-461-1625 
5146 Darkmoor LN.
Imperial, MO 63052,  

bbsafety4332@gmail.com

GMA Retreat
Camp Garwood
July 7-8, 2017

For More Information call
Shelia Polk 573-380-4064

Missouri State 
Camp

Camp Garwood
July 31 - August 4, 2017

Two Featured Speakers:
Shawn Hammontree

Jordan Bowen

Two Great Worship 
Groups:

The Harpers
Crossroads

NOTE:
• All Adults 18 and over MUST 
BE screened each year! Go to 
bmamissouri.org and click on 
“screening” under Camp Gar-
wood

• Deadline for registering for 
camp is June 19th!

• Camp Packets available at the 
Mid-Year Meeting May 20th



Antioch, Ellington, has been slow to write, however things 
have happened and we need your prayers. Another member, 
Sis. Penny Goldsborough, age 63, went to be with the Lord. 
She will be missed. Our love and prayers are with her family. 
We want to thank those who helped with the dinner. April 9, 
2017 the church was called to order. Our pastor, Bro. Michael 
Huddleston, resigned the church. The church accepted his res-
ignation. It was a shock. He had been our pastor for four years. 
He sure was a blessing. Our love and prayers are with him 
always. The church is praying for another pastor Please keep 
us in your prayers. 
Mary Marcher, Reporter

Kewanee Baptist, Kewanee, enjoyed a wonderful time of re-
vival in March. Our preachers in our congregation did an ex-
ceptional job presenting God’s Word! April 7, Sam & Marcy 
Faulkner hosted a Fish Fry at their home. Sam had spent time 
in Florida and we all enjoyed the fish he brought back. In April 
we had our Tweens & Tots Easter Party on April 15. We pre-
sented ‘Amazing Love’ our Easter Cantata, Friday night the 
14th and Easter Sunday. We had a great attendance Easter and 
we also had a baptism. Sis Leslie Hughley joined the church 
Sunday, April 9 and was baptized April 16th. April 21st many 
of the congregation headed to the Show Me Center to hear 
The Gaither Vocal Band. We all met earlier at Golden Corral 
and enjoyed dinner before the concert. April 23rd we had our 
Graduates Celebration for our Seniors. Landyn Adams will be 
graduating from New Madrid County Central, May 9th. Bro. 
Dan & Sis Pam, Don,Terri & Marshall Adams are all heading  
to Arlington for the National Meeting. We are all anxious to 
see everyone and to hear a portion of God’s Word, hear from 
our missionaries and just reconnect with friends. Pray for safe 
travel for all those that are going and for the team in Texas that 
has the awesome task of putting this all together for us.
Dan Wisely, Pastor • Terri Adams, Clerk

Landmark, DeSoto. Every week, every month I think maybe 
things will slow down this month, but it never seems to happen. 
Saying that, we have had another busy month at Landmark.  
We are still studying “I Am A Church Member on Wednes-
day evenings.  It challenges us as church members in many 
different ways.  Bro. Wayne has been bringing forth through 
God’s Word very good messages, both on Sunday mornings  
and Sunday evenings. April 1, the movie, God Is Not Dead, 
was shown in the basement of the church. There were quite a 
few that attended that event. On the 7th, we had a small group 
of people attend the Easter Walk at Bethel, Lonedell. That al-
ways make a great impact on anyone that attends. Bethel does 
a wonderful job of  putting this on for all to attend that desire 
to do so. The 8th, of course, was when we helped Bro. Wayne 
celebrate his 55 years in the ministry. There was good atten-
dance and it was very enjoyable. Easter Sunday seemed to 
start out with a disappointing small attendance, but when they 
started coming in for church, there were quite a few more.  We 
ended up having a good attendance after all. Bro. Wayne had 
brought in a wooden cross that was covered with chicken wire 
and wasn’t in anyway attractive. But, at the end of the service, 
we were all asked to come forward to get at least three flowers 
to add to the cross. By the time it was over, we had a beauti-
ful cross standing in front of us. The cross became beautiful 
to us since through Christ’s death on that cross, we had a way 
made for us to spend eternity with our Lord and Savior. To top 
off our Easter Sunday, Bro. Elva Asberry presented himself 
for membership. Bro. Asberry had been a faithful member of 
Springdale for many years. We are very glad to have him as an 
integral part of Landmark. Then on the 23rd, we had a potluck 
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dinner and egg hunt at the 
pastor’s house. There weren’t 
as many as have attended the 
past. The sun was shining 
brightly, the wind was blow-
ing, and it was a tad bit cool. 
We did have a good time 
and good food. We thank the 
Lord for the visitors that he 
sends our way on a weekly 
basis. Until next month or the 
Lord’s return,
Wayne Gibson, Pastor
Sharon Page, Reporter

Greetings from Bethany, St. 
Louis. We are praying for 
God’s richest blessings on 
all of our sister churches and 
mission points. Our GMA 
leader and GMA’s, are plan-
ning a mission lunch on April 
30th. We are excited that our 
pastor and wife will be at-
tending the national associa-
tion. This will be their first 
one and they are so looking 
forward to it. Bro. Tom Mc-
Canless will be with us that 
morning. We are planning 
a neighborhood outreach in 
June. Please pray for this en-
deavor. We ask for prayer for 
Terry Manning, Ella Beeler,  
and Eunice Compton. May 
God bless and keep you.
Nick Dunn, Pastor
Kathy Chapman, Reporter

Abundant Life in Christ, 
Charleston. We were blessed 
to have an all-time record 
Sunday School attendance on 
Easter Sunday, and we were 
only four off from our all-
time record for our worship 
attendance. Work is continu-
ing on our new building as 
we go into May. 
Rodney Dunlap, Pastor

HELLO to all from Oak Hill, 
Alton! Hope everyone had 
a wonderful Easter celebrat-
ing our risen Savior! Please 
forgive me for not getting 
an article in the last couple 
months about Oak Hill, I just 
recently had surgery and go-
ing through recovery. I would 
appreciate any and all prayers 
for my recovery. April 16th, 
Easter, we presented “The 
Night Before Easter” A Res-
urrection Musical with Bro. 
Roy Nix doing the narration, 

Sis. Glenda Cooley & Sis. Abby Casey sang a solo in our Can-
tata. Our Choir and Bro. Chad Casey, who ran our sound sys-
tem, and our great Choir Director, Sis. Theresa Casey all did 
a wonderful job. Through the Lord’s Blessing and everyone’s 
help we had a wonderful Easter! The 30th of April was our 
fifth Sunday dinner it was great like it always is. My Mother 
(Edith Williams) celebrated her 71st Birthday April 29th I 
want to wish her a very Happy Birthday! Time is flying by 
and it is almost time for our kids to be out of school. We have 
two seniors to be graduating from Alton High School May 
5th, Preston Nix and Karlie Jones. Saturday May 13th we are 
having a fish fry and chicken strips at 5:00 p.m. to celebrate 
with our seniors, their High School graduation. Everyone is 
welcome. For our Wednesday evening services we went back 
to our 7:00 p.m. We at Oak Hill would like to wish all of the 
Mother’s a very Happy Mother’s Day! Until next month I 
hope I will have some more good news to tell you but until 
then we will be praising and honoring our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. God Bless!!
Edward Casey, Pastor • Jennifer Williams, Reporter

Blessings from Stony Point, Mineral Point.  After a Sunrise 
Service on Easter we enjoyed a breakfast. Shawna Langley 
was gloriously saved after our morning worship.  Due to rain 
the youth enjoyed an egg hunt in the gym.  April 23 we are 
blessed to announce that Michael Bourbon is officially a can-
didate for Deacon.  God is so good.  
Claude Evans, Pastor • Debrah A. Coleman, Reporter

Greetings from beautiful Clearwater Lake. Yes, Lower Doe 
Run Missionary Baptist Church, Ellington, is located only 
three miles from the Webb Creek Marina on Clearwater Lake 
with full camper facilities. We are also only about 15 miles 
from the Piedmont side of the lake at the dam and spillway 
parks. Enjoy your recreation time and fellowship with us this 
summer. We are praying and planning for our Youth Bible 
Club to start on Wednesday evenings when school is out.  May 
calendar is full with the National Association meeting in Texas 
and the State Association and Mission Symposium  in Deso-
to, MO.  Brian Buckley will fill the pulpit on Mother’s Day 
while the pastor’s family attends a graduation for grandson, 
Nathan Fish, from High School and celebrates the May 5th 
graduation(which we won’t get to attend at CBC) for grand-
son, Dale Aaron Fish. We are so proud of these boys and know 
that God has great plans for them.  Some of us are making 

VVV VVV NEWS BRIEFS VVV VVV
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I hope many of our read-
ers and church leaders are 
making plans to attend the 
BMA of MO Mission Sym-
posium and Mid-Year Busi-
ness meeting at Landmark 
Baptist Church in DeSoto, 
May 19-20, 2017. This is a 
great opportunity for us to 
fellowship, learn, and partici-
pate in the wonderful work 
of God and we should take 
advantage of the opportunity 
to get to know one another 
better.

Landmark is eagerly 
awaiting our meeting with 
them and are making prepara-
tions to welcome us for these 

two days of joy and  worship.
Our Special Missions 

Committee met April 17th 
and had a harmonious and 
productive meeting. The fol-
lowing members were  pres-
ent: Chairman Ben  Kingston, 
Clerk Dan Wisely, Russell 
Chitwood, Dale Fish, Don 
Burke, and Brian Meade, 

As a result of this meet-
ing there is an article on page 
7 of this issue that calls for 
unity and cooperation in our 
work in Missouri. It is time to 
put the past in the past and go 
forward for the glory of God. 

Please prayerfully con-
sider this idea and consider 

FINANCIAL REPORT BMA OF MISSOURI MISSIONS  • April 2017
 General Fund:
  Balance March 31, 2017     $ 141,048.22   
              April Receipts:    $ 1,784.08 $      1,784.08  
  Total Available      $ 142,832.30   
 Disbursements:   
  Special Miss. Com. Meeting $          539.16 
  Assistant Director’s Salary  $          500.00
  Total Disbursements    $          1,039.16 $        (1,039.16)  
 Balance  April 26, 2017     $        141,793.14

leading your local and state 
associations to adopt a “state-
ment of unity” in your annual 
meetings this year.

 I look forward to our next 
Renewal Retreat with the 
church staffs of all the state 
and local associations togeth-
er to learn more about one 
another and bond together as 
we work for the Lord. Bro. 
Ben Kingston is working on 
setting a time and place for 
this meeting and it will be an-
nounced as soon as informa-
tion is available. Please make 
plans to attend.

Please join me in prayer 
concerning the planting of 
churches in Missouri.

From Our Assistant Director...

Johnson To Replace Knott
Bro. Eric Johnson, former missionary to Mexico, will re-

place Bro. Phil Knott as Director of International Missions, ef-
fective in May. Bro. Knott recently announced his retirement 
after four years in that position. 

Johnson was born into a family of BMA missionaries, and 
he and his wife, Kelly, and three children, Audrey Lee, Matty 
Ann, and Abram Gaylan, began serving as church planters in 
Pachuca, Mexico, in 2008. In 2011 Kelly was diagnosed with 
an illness that, over time, God has used to lead them back to 
ministry in the United States. Since then Johnson has contin-
ued to serve in BMA Missions through church planter training 
in evangelism, discipleship, and Biblical studies. Knott will 
work with Johnson during the next year as Johnson transitions 
into his new role as International Missions Director.

“We give praise and glory to God, our Healer, for the work 
he has done during the difficult time of Kelly’s illness and di-
agnosis, and we are very grateful for his mercy in our lives. 
Because of the strict nature of her diet and her immune system 
we had to conclude that it was not God’s will for us to live in 
Mexico. This was not an easy decision, but an obvious one. 
Dr. John David Smith, Bro. Phil and BMA Missions staff were 
very helpful to us during this time. I am very grateful for this 
opportunity to serve the Lord and our churches, and I believe 
that God has much more in store for our future.”

Those attending the Reunion in Branson: Jim & Mary Hoffmann, Michael Goldschmidt. Doug & Phylis Hoffmann, 
Norman & Norma Crass, Ron Newman, J.P. & Tana Lewis, Terry & Linda Chrisope, Don & Carol Crawford, 

Dennis Eye, George & Karen Cizek, Wayne & Sarah Eye, Loleta Shell, Norma Kuntz, Chet & Karen Howie, Ken & 
Judy McCune , Lance & Carol Hellwig, Steve & Teresa Parker , Gary & Sandy Lambright.

A Unique and Uplifting Reunion

April 20 - 21, 2017, twenty-nine individuals gathered in 
Branson, Missouri for a reunion involving people who be-
longed to Bethany Baptist Church in St. Louis, Chambers 
Park Baptist Church (Lindsay Lane) in Florissant, and Friend-
ship Baptist Church in Caseyville, Illinois during the 1950’s, 
1960’s and 1970’s. This was the result of a desire to see if we 
could locate those we went to church with in those days. 

Planning started in Febru-
ary, so our time was limited 
and some of those contacted 
already had other plans. But 
the 29 who attended enjoyed 
two days of visiting, catching 
up, and taking pictures.

Some took time to attend 
the Sight & Sound presenta-
tion of Moses on Thursday 
afternoon, while others were 
still arriving in Branson.

Thursday evening the 
entire group enjoyed an Ital-
ian meal together at a local 
restaurant and ended the day 
with a “get reacquainted” 
time of sharing in a meeting 
room provided by the motel.

Friday was a full day of 
visiting and reminiscing be-
tween meals.

One thing that stood out 
throughout the time we spent 
together was the recognition 
of how the years we spent to-
gether in church made a last-
ing impact on our lives and 
created forever friendships 
that we all cherish.

Another item that seemed 

common in our experiences 
was the positive influence our 
parents had, and still have, on 
our lives and work for the 
Lord. We thank God for our 
godly parents and their tre-
mendous influence on us and 
our families. 

Everyone seemed to agree 
that this was a great time to-
gether and that we should do 
it again next year. Hopefully 
more will be able to attend 
as the announcement will be 
made soon and plans can be 
made to set aside the dates 
earlier.

If you attended any of the 
St. Louis area BMA churches 
in the 1950 - 1970 era and 
would like to be notified of 
this next reunion please con-
tact Wayne & Sarah Eye by 
e-mail, coeye@outlook.com
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• NEWS From Page 2 •
plans to attend the National GMA Camp in June. Continue to 
pray for our shut-ins, especially those in Nursing Homes and 
Assisted Living Facilities. We miss them so. Pray for us as 
we go out in the community that God will give increase, and 
for us as we do some remodeling at the church plant. Melvin 
Meade, Pastor • Carolyn Meade, Reporter  

Zion, St. Louis, sends greetings to her sister churches. We 
have been enjoying the beautiful Spring weather. The church 
had dinner after services Easter Sunday. It did rain a little but 
not enough to dampen the spirit of the day. We are so thankful 
to know that Christ arose and is ALIVE today. We had our 5th 
Sunday singing on the 23rd with Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Lemay. Several will be leaving on the 5th Sunday for the Na-
tional Meeting. There was a good group of people out for the 
singing and the host church provided refreshments afterwards. 
The BMAA meets May 1st through the 3rd in Arlington, TX.  
We are praying for the officers as they conduct business and 
for a good harmonious meeting and for safety of those travel-
ing. Remember Zion in your prayers as we remember to pray 
for you.
Dennis Baker, Pastor • Norma Womble, Reporter

North Lake Church, Smithville, is definitely in transi-
tion. Not only are they in the process of finding and moving 
into a new home, they also have called Jared Kathcart (former 
Associate Pastor at North Lake) to be the pastor as they move 
forward. Jared and his wife Nikki have two daughters, Andie 

North Lake In Transition

Grace and Rowen, and 
enjoy building into the 
lives of the families 
in Smithville. He has 
a particular heart for 
living out the Gospel 
of Christ, and sees 
ministry as a God-giv-
en opportunity to help 
individuals and com-
munities grow in their 
identities in Christ, as 
well as their knowl-
edge of His truth and 
love. Jared has over 11 Jared & Nikki Kathcart

years of experience in min-
istry, serving at First Bap-
tist Church in Bolivar, MO, 
Wellborn Baptist Church in 
Kansas City, KS, and with 
North Lake since 2012. 
Jared has a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Biblical Studies 
and Youth Ministry from 
Southwest Baptist Univer- Andie Grace & Rowen Kathcart

sity, and a Master’s degree in Counseling from Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, where he also serves as an ad-
junct professor. Along with Christ, his family, and his minis-
try, Jared is a lover of a long list of many other things which 
includes “The Lord of the Rings” trilogy, the Dallas Cowboys, 
and camping. You can reach Jared anytime by emailing him at 
jkathcart@hotmail.com or by calling 816-447-6033. Please be 
in prayer for North Lake, and for the Kathcart family.  You can 
follow the pastor’s blog at https:// jaredkathcart.wordpress.
com.

-copied The Baptist Herald

We thank you for your prayers while we are here in Haiti. 
Since we have been here we have had 4 new people saved 
and one couple has been married. Eight people got baptized 
last Saturday, we have had one death, and one of our church 
members robbed at gunpoint. We give God the praise and 
glory for all of this. Even though we have seen some difficult 
happenings, God is still good! The man who was robbed was 
protected we believe by God, to not be killed even though he 
was held at gunpoint by three men and one with a gun was 
told to shoot him, but for some reason he did not shoot. This 
was, we believe God’s protection on this faithful member of 
the church in Ségur. 

We have witnessed 4 new births at Onaville - We are run-
ning in the 40’s on Sunday. It is easy to preach for the people 
there, they have a sweet spirit. The people love each other and 
help each other in time of difficulty. In time of need they care 
for each other? Amen! Yet they are not without their difficul-
ties.  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. Romans 10:13 

One marriage • On March 25th we were involved in help-
ing with a wedding. In Haiti if a couple doesn’t have money 
the preacher takes care of the setting up, the preparation, the 
expenses, the banquet, etc.  It was suppose to begin at 4 p.m. 
but at 5:45 everything began because the wedding party was 
running behind time (they have no sense of time here) and 
finished at about 8:30. This was only the wedding ceremony. 
We stood in the back outside for all this time because there 
were not enough benches for the visitors. Praise the Lord they 
are married now and want to get baptized as soon as possible. 

Eight baptism candidates • 8 people asked for baptism 
and are being taught what baptism means. For all qualifying 
candidates they were baptized in the Caribbean on Saturday 
April 1st.  One of the ladies who was saved in May of 2016 
(we purchased a house “wood shelter” for her) The Pastor 
gave a testimony of her saying, that even though she is very 
poor, she never misses an opportunity to give her tithe. When 
she gets something given to her she always gives to God first. 
What a testimony. She is like the widow who gave her wid-
ows mite. Praise the Lord! They all got baptized last Saturday 
morning, singing and rejoicing in the Lord. “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Matt 28:19 

Held at gunpoint •  One of our church members was 
stopped by 3 thieves this morning (Monday, March 27th) 
coming from the bank. Let me tell you about my friend Tius. 
“Last week, traveling in separate cars, his brother along with 
Tius and his family, were coming home from the funeral of a 
brother when his other brother had a head on collision putting 
his brother and his nephew and sister-in-law in the hospital. 
Tius had to pay for all the expenses of the funeral and the 
hospital bills for the family because he is the only one in his 
family who works. Tius doesn’t have much money, but he has 
a job and provides for his family. He is generous and he is 
involved in the church of Ségur. When Tius came out of the 
bank, while he was getting into his truck three men came to 
him and one of the thieves told to him hand over his money! 
He did, and one of the thieves said; SHOOT HIM! SHOOT 
HIM! But, he did not shoot and they ran away. Dear friend, it 
was only by the grace of God that Tius was spared! Someone 
drove him home and he is now resting, but yet quite shaken 
up by the experience. (Pro 21:31 … but safety is of the Lord.) 

Your prayers are important to us! We are working together 
to reach people for the Lord and also interceding for our broth-
ers and sisters that are going through difficult times. We are 
so thankful that God is in control and that we have many who 
pray for us personally. Thank you if you are one of those peo-

ple. (Phi 4: 19 “But my God 
shall supply all your need ac-
cording to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus.”)

via The Mississippi Baptist

Mike and Ruth Poirier 
52 Rte Kennedy N. 
Vallee Jonction, Qc, 
Canada  G0S3J0

The Poirier’s Work In Haiti
by Mike and Ruth Poirier

By Daryl Cornett 
Pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Hazard, Kentucky 

Editor’s Note: There are 
probably a great number of 
pastors who could write such 
a letter and who, no doubt, 
would like to! 

Today I saw your empty 
seat as I stood to welcome 
the people to worship. I won-
dered to myself what it was 
this week that had kept you 
away once again from gath-
ering with other believers on 
the Lord’s Day. 

I love being your pastor, 
but I must admit that I experi-
ence sadness every time I see 
your empty seat. I visit the 
older members of our church 
in their homes because age 
and sickness has taken from 
them their independence and 
mobility. They long to be able 
to do what you so easily seem 
to give up most Sundays. 

I’m not aware that you’ve 
been ill or that you’re experi-
encing some kind of crisis — 
maybe you are. If so, I sure 
wish you would let me know. 
In your hardest times you 
need to draw closer to God 
and allow others to lighten 
the load of your burden rath-
er than withdraw. However, 
it seems from your Facebook 
posts that most of the time 
you’re simply busy chasing 
other things. 

I used to think when you 
would disappear for weeks at 
a time that maybe I had done 
something or said something 
to upset you. But I’ve learned 
over time that kind of think-
ing has mostly been my own 
insecurity. My conscience is 
clear.

As a younger pastor I 
used to feel irritation when 

Dear Absent 
Church 

Member:

• See DEAR Page 8 •

Thanks to all our reporters for getting  your 
news to the editor “early” for this issue!
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Contributions for 2017 World Missions Day are continuing 
to come in, and every dollar sent will go to the Global Mis-
sions Fund, which supports BMA national missionary lead-
ers and church planters around the globe. At the 2017 BMA 
National Association Meeting, BMA Missions will officially 
announce a support partnership called ChangeMakers for in-
dividuals and churches. 

Dr. John David Smith says, “They are our local, in-country 
church planters. They are the heart and soul of international 
missions. They are the unseen torch bearers that continue and 
extend the work in each country. They are the fruits of our 
U.S. missionaries who focus on developing in-country lead-
ers to see sustaining and multiplying impact in each country 
where BMA Missions is present.”

BMA of America Missions
World Missions Day: Charlie Costa and the 

Global Missions Fund

Bro. Charlie Costa, BMA missionary to 
the Middle East, will be stateside during the 
national meeting and beyond, and a primary 
goal of his furlough is to spread the word 
about those national leaders who are an in-
tegral part of international missions. He is 
available to speak to congregations, and all 
donations raised during his speaking engage-

ments will be given to BMA Missions’ Global Missions Fund. 
The following dates (Sundays) are open and can be scheduled 
by contacting Paige West at paige@bmamissions.org:

April 23rd morning and evening 
May 14th (Dallas area only) morning and evening
May 21st (southwest Arkansas area only) evening
May 28th morning and evening
June 4th morning and evening
June 11th morning and evening

 Please consider becoming a ChangeMaker (http://
bmamissions.org/changemakers/).  World Missions Day con-
tributions can be sent to Missions, PO Box 878, Conway, AR 
72033. 

Charlie Costa

April 8th, was a day that Landmark Baptist Church, DeSo-
to, MO. had been planning and preparing for several months.  
We celebrated 55 years in the ministry of our pastor, Bro. 
Wayne Gibson, along with his wife, Ruth, who had been right 
beside him all of those 55 years.

Bro. Wayne surrendered to the ministry, and was licensed 
to preach by Bethel Baptist Church, Potosi, MO. November 
18, 1961.  They joined Zion Baptist Church, St. Louis, MO. 
where he was ordained as a minister on January 26, 1961.  He 
was called to his first pastorate soon after which was Valley 
Park Baptist Church, Valley Park, MO.  He also pastored Wil-
low Springs Baptist Church, Willow Springs, MO., Bethesda 
Baptist Church, Flat River, MO. Temple Baptist Church, Bel-

Fifty-five Years In The Ministry

Every human being wants 
to know, “Who am I?” and 
“How should I live?” 

This summer, Compass 
Adult Bible Studies will seek 
to answer both questions 
through lessons entitled “Liv-
ing out Salvation: Exploring 
the Book of Ephesians.” This 
study examines the blessings 
and responsibilities that await 
believers in Christ Jesus. 

Compass To 
Explore 

Ephesians This 
Summer

tist Church in Guy, Arkansas, 
where he and his wife Chris-
tie have ministered for 17 
years. 

He is dad to five children: 
Drew, Page, Sam, John, and 
Lydia. Tim is a graduate 
of Central Baptist College, 
BMA Theological Seminary 
and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

To order or learn more 
about Compass Adult Bible 
Studies, visit discipleguide.
org or call 800.333.1442.

Tim Brewer

grade, MO.  Tem-
ple was his first 
full time pastor-
ate.  He also pas-
tored Wildwood 
Baptist at Otto, 
MO. From there, 
he went to Land-
mark, June 2003, 
where he still is 
preaching God’s 
Word today. 

The program 
was a modified Bro. Wayne & Sis. Ruth Gibson

“Joe and Mira Costa 
are an incredible inspi-
ration. They both have 
fathers who have spent 
their lives in ministry in 
the Middle East, and now 
Joe and Mira will continue 
that faithful service to the 
Lord as part of the BMA 
Missions team in that part 

New Missionaries To Lebanon

Joe and Mira Costa

of the world. We are excited to partner with this dedicated 
couple and journey with them in their ministry to reach the 
youth of the Middle East and to strengthen churches in that 
region.” This is how Dr. John David Smith, executive director 
of BMA Missions, describes Joe and Mira, who will become 
missionaries to Lebanon in the near future.

Joe Costa is the son of BMA Missionary Charlie Costa, 
who was commissioned in 1993 when Joe was only five years 
old. Joe says that living most of his life in the Middle East and 
being a part of that Arab culture has become an integral part 
of his life. 

“As a family, we grew up with Arab traditions, doing ev-
erything like the local Lebanese people, so as a mission kid I 
felt like more of a local than anything else,” Joe said.

One element that did differ in the Costa family was that 
they were heavily focused on serving people inside and out-

Each lesson 
has been 
prayerfully 
c o m p o s e d 
by Bro. Tim 
Brewer.

Bro.  Tim 
pastors Mt. 
Olive Bap-

version of the old TV show, This is Your Life.  There were 
speakers behind closed doors with a microphone telling a 
story from their experience(s) with him and he had to guess 
who was speaking.  There were eight people that participated 
in this fun.  Bro. Chris Polk was unable to attend, so he sent 
a letter to be read to Bro. Wayne.  Bro. Chris is the superin-
tendent of Camp Garwood.  He took over that position from 
Bro. Wayne quite a few years ago.  The Gibson’s son-in-law, 
Doug Mikan, was the MC and a good one too.  Many family 
members, church members and friends attended to honor him.  
There was much good visiting, laughing, and bringing up 
many, many memories.  It was a good day for all. Of course, 
good food had to be a major part of the day.  It just wouldn’t 
have been Baptistic without it.  The Gibsons and Landmark 
thank all those attending and participating.  He also received a 
monetary gift from the Meramec Association and many cards 
from family and friends.

side of the church. He de-
scribed living a life like 
many other pastors’ children 
in that his routine was going 
to church, doing Bible stud-
ies, and going to youth group. 
At the age of sixteen, though, 
God began to call upon him 

• See LEBANON Page 6 •

The following is the first in a series of articles from the 
speakers on the 2018 Church Leaders Cruise January 13-18. 
For more information, go to http://discipleguide.org/cruise/.

The Church Leaders Cruise will give church and lay lead-
ers an opportunity to get away from daily pressures and relax, 
refresh, and renew physically and spiritually. 

The Inspiration Track of the 2018 Church Leaders Cruise 

Church Leaders Cruise Speakers

Brent Summerhill

is all about encouragement. Ev-
ery church leadership experience 
is different and yet similar. While 
our locations, cultures, and demo-
graphics will vary, we all have a 
calling upon our lives and a pas-
sion for Christ, his gospel, and his 
church. And in some way at some 
time we all face discouragement 

as we pursue that passion. Together we will learn from God’s 
Word how to see the onset of discouragement, understand its 
impact not only on our ministry but also on our families, and 

• See SPEAKERS Page 6 •



WMA & GMA NEWS
Articles for this column may be sent to 
  WMA Secretary:   Norma Womble
   7421 Hillsboro House Spg. Rd.
   Cedar Hill, MO 63016
           e-mail - nrwomble@juno.com

Send all WMA Offerings to:
STATE WMA TREASURER:
 Connie Reifsteck
 P.O. Box 190493
 St. Louis, MO 63119

Send all GMA Offerings to:
STATE GMA TREASURER
 Shelia Polk
 P.O. Box 259
 Matthews, MO 63867
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Are You 

DEWing it?
Give a Dollar Every Week to Camp Garwood

Help Build A New Girl’s Dorm!!

to adopt a deeper, more real faith. 
“I was talking to a friend, and he told me that I need to 

be friends with Jesus. Real friends. Not acquaintances,” Joe 
recalled. “My attitude towards faith [now] is not because I am 
a missionary kid; that does not make me a real follower. My 
attitude towards faith has changed.”

Several years later at the age of 21, God called Joe Cos-
ta into a life of full-time ministry, and then at the age of 28, 
he knew God was calling him to become a missionary to the 
youth of the Arab world.

Joe and Mira met at a youth ministry training conference in 
Lebanon. Both their fathers were pastors, and that helped them 
form a common bond. They dated several years, much of the 
time long-distance, because Mira came to the United States to 
get her master’s degree. 

“Long distance tested our relationship. It gave us an oppor-
tunity to pray for each other and focus on the spiritual part of 
our relationship. It had its difficulties, but it was nice. During 
that time, I knew she had a heart for young people in the Arab 
world, and that drew us closer together,” said Joe. 

They have been married since August 2016 and are living 
in the Dallas, Texas, area until September of this year, work-
ing on preparing for the move back to Lebanon. They are cur-
rently serving in a BMA national missionary’s Arabic church 
in Garland, Texas, helping with the youth group. They are also 
visiting churches, working to raise funds for their future min-
istry.

“We have 35% of our support raised, and still have 65% 
that we need to raise,” said Joe. “Hopefully by September, by 
the grace of God, we will have that amount so we can go back 
to Lebanon and begin ministry.”

They are looking for people to sponsor their ministry 
monthly and create a continuance momentum that will help 
keep them supported on a monthly basis. 

“This will give us the proper resources in terms of a work 
fund – a salary – so that we can go back to Lebanon fully fund-
ed and focus fully on the ministry. There are a lot of projects 
and plans that we want to do in Lebanon, Iraq, and Jordan, but 
we can’t do it without monthly support,” said Joe.

 When they arrive on the mission field, the Costas 
have three “pillars” of ministry they are going to focus on. The 
first is working with youth pastors to train them in mentoring 
and discipling the younger generation. The second pillar is to 
work with churches and assess their needs, finding out how 
they can assist their ministry, especially their youth ministry. 
The third pillar will be working with Syrian refugees in Leba-
non, starting small groups and youth groups for unbelievers 
and those who have questions about the Christian faith.

“So these are the main three pillars,” explained Joe. “In 
each one, there are a lot of ideas and things we want to do.”

Joe and Mira Costa ask for your prayers. They ask for pro-
tection and wisdom as they approach their date to return to 
Lebanon. They ask you to pray that they would mature in the 
Lord, and also be in prayer for the young people in the Arab 
world. Finally, they request prayer for the Muslims in their 
home nation, that they would come to know Christ.

They are currently staying in the Dallas area and would 
love to speak at your local church to share their vision and 
mission to the Middle East. To inquire about scheduling them 
to speak to your congregation, e-mail BMA Missions at mati@
bmaamerica.org. 

• LEBANON From Page 5 •
find the encouragement we 
all need to serve Jesus and 
his church.

I have served as a pastor 
for 26 years. For 23 years, 
I served a church in Cabot, 
Arkansas. I was blessed to 
be there as the Lord grew the 
young church both spiritually 
and numerically. Over two 
decades I experienced life 
as a “small church” pastor 
and as a “senior pastor.” The 
calling never changed, but 
the expectations, both from 
others and myself, did. In 
2014, after a season of reflec-
tion and renewed surrender, 
the Lord brought me to First 
Baptist Magnolia (Arkansas), 
an established church with 
new challenges and expec-
tations. Through the years, 
the Lord has allowed me to 
see and experience ministry 
from different perspectives 
including involvement in 
global missions, teaching in 
church leadership seminars, 
and preaching at pastor and 
missionary conferences. This 
ministry journey has not been 
a solo ride, though. Cindy 
and I have been married 
for over 30 years. We were 
blessed with two wonderful 
children who are now “grown 
and gone.” I cannot imagine 
doing what I do without my 
family.

The motivation to do what 
I do is the gospel. People are 
fickle and circumstances are 
fluid. The gospel is unchang-
ing. And the need for the gos-
pel is constant. The gospel is 
the hope for sinners. The gos-
pel is the compelling motive 
for church leadership, wheth-
er as a vocational ministry or 
a volunteer.

Join me in the Inspiration 
Track of the Church Leaders 
Cruise, which will provide 
renewal as we find encour-
agement together through 
God’s Word, prayer, and 
fellowship. I encourage all 
church leaders, whether you 
are vocational, bi-vocational, 
or volunteer, to join us. 

To register for the Church 
Leaders Cruise or to get more 
information, visit disciple-
guide.org/cruise.

Brent Summerhill,
Church Leaders Cruise

Inspiration Track Speaker

• SPEAKERS From Page 5 •

SEMO (South East Missouri) District 
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary Report

We had an amazing SEMO District WMA meeting at Mat-
thews Baptist Church with our sisters in Christ from Kewanee 
Baptist Church Tuesday, April 18th. 

Chloe and Abby Polk sang a special. Sis. Terri Adams led 
us in a devotional about digging into the Bible on our own to 

gain knowledge so we can 
be “aged” in His Word. 

The ladies from Ke-
wanee had the program 
and talked about sharing 
seeds of kindness. We 
were encouraged to pay it 
forward and spread kind-
ness to those around us. 

We enjoyed a fantas-
tic salad bar and desserts Sis terri Adams, Chloe Polk, Abby Polk

The Ladies from Kewanee

from the ladies at Matthews. 
We look forward to our next meeting at Kewanee on July 

18. All ladies are welcome to join us!!
Kari Hartlein, Reporter

NEED A PROJECT FOR VBS?

With EIM’s Shepherd Bags Ministry children can reach oth-
er children around the globe with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
For more information on how your children can be involved, 
contact Fonda Norris at 870-226-3626 or fnorris@eimworld-

wide.org  Or visit our website at www.eimworldwide.org

“REACHING THE NEXT GENERATION”



Brothers.... Dealing with men's issues 
and Promoting the Fellowship & Growth 

of Men in the BMA of Missouri
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It is one thing to say that we believe a doctrine; and quite 
another thing to practice what we believe!  Paul’s rebuke of 
Peter’s behavior at Antioch raises the question, “With all the 
training that Peter had received from the Lord and from the 
Holy Spirit, why was his behavior so inconsistent?” Peter dis-
played great courage when he defended his preaching of the 
gospel to Cornelius.  At the Jerusalem Council, Peter had been 
a key witness of God’s grace being extended to the Gentiles.  
He had experienced the missionary reports of Paul and Barn-
abas ministry among the Gentiles.  He had heard the testimony 
of Titus, a Gentile believer who had never been circumcised.  
He had witnessed James, the Lord’s brother, agree that God’s 
program of salvation was to “take out of the Gentiles a people 
for is name.”  Peter had agreed to the outcome of the meeting. 
Acts 15:11, “But we believe that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.”

But why did Peter’s behavior change at Antioch?  At first it 
appears Peter enjoyed fellowship with the Gentiles believers 
at Antioch. But after the arrival of James and other brethren 
from Jerusalem, Peter’s behavior changed. Peter refused to eat 
with the Gentiles because of fear of the circumcised Jews that 
came from Jerusalem.  One might blame Peter’s inconsistent 
behavior on what we know about his past.  Peter’s past shows 
that at times he was impulsive.  He showed great faith one 
minute and failed the next. When he kept his eyes on Jesus 
he could walk on water, but failed when he feared and took 
his eyes off Jesus.  He had boasted that he was willing to die 
for Jesus, then denied Jesus three times before the crucifixion.

The tragedy of Peter’s refusal to eat with the Gentiles was 
that he pretended to be motivated by faithfulness, but he was 
really motivated by fear.  His actions implied that Gentile be-
lievers were not on the same level as the Jewish believers.  
Paul’s rebuke must have stung Peter. The Jerusalem Council 
had already determined that there was no difference between 
Jewish and Gentile believers.  Paul finishes the chapter by ex-
pounding on the great Bible doctrine of Justification by faith.  
Gentiles and Jews are sinners who can be justified by faith.

Before we criticize Peter too harshly, we need to examine 
our own lives to determine how many Bible doctrine we are 
obeying.  When we look at church history, it is embarrassing 
to think of the persecution and discrimination that has been 
practiced in the name of Jesus Christ.  It is one thing to teach 
and defend our great Bible doctrines, but it is quite something 
different to put doctrine into practice in everyday life.

Consistent In Practice
Galatians 2:11-21

by Dennis Baker, Brotherhood President

The men who attended the Meramec Renewal Weekend at the Meramec Retreat Center March 10-11, 
2017. Those attending the renewal weekend included:

(l to r) Brad Banderman-Bethel, Brian Kingston-Ozark Heights, Alan Miles-Straightway, 
Andy Keymann- Straightway, Charles Idleman-New Testament, Brian Meade-Lindsay Lane, 

David Wright-New Testament, Jim Ford-Charity, John Dover-Friendship, 
Jeff Richards-White Oak Grove, Jamie Haguewood-Elmwood, Mike Jarvis-Fellowship, 

Ben Kingston-Bethel. 
(not pictured Michael Hearst-Westview).

More From The Renewal Retreats

The Special Missions Committee met April 17th in preparation for the BMA of Missouri 
Mid-year Meeting.  The agenda included a report and discussion about the Renewal Retreats, 
including the participants’ desire for unity between the State and Meramec Associations.  Out 
of this discussion three from this committee – pastors representing both Associations – volun-
teered to draft a “Statement of Unity” to encourage the continued efforts in this process, and 
specifically hoping that in our 2017 annual meetings all entities will consider making an official 
stand to put the past in the past and go forward in unity for the good of all the work in Missouri. 

 
Statement of Unity

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all men. (Romans 12:18)
We the undersigned, as pastors in both the Meramec and State Associations, would like to 

voice our appreciation for the desire expressed in the recent Renewal retreats to reunite our two 
Associations.  Specifically:

•         We are inspired by the unanimous desire to put all past differences aside and again 
embrace one another in unity;

•         We acknowledge that faults have been committed by both sides in the original dis-
agreement and/or dealing with related issues since then;

•         We apologize for any faults or shortcomings on our own part, and extend forgiveness 
for any offense committed by others;

•         We encourage others to do the same;
•         We anticipate that time – hopefully in the immediate future – when all parties have 

forgiven and sought forgiveness, when we all reach out in love and acceptance to one another, 
when all is restored.  

We would ask that each pastor, each church, and each Association similarly resolve to put 
this issue behind us, and be a part of this movement of blessed unity.

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! (Psalm 133:1)
 – Bro. Ben Kingston, Bro. Brian Meade, Bro. Don Burke

A Result of The Renewal Retreats....

On October 2, 2006, Charles Carl Roberts IV, a 32-year-
old local milk-truck driver, murdered five girls, ages 7-13, 
and injured five others, in the West Nickel Mines Pennsyl-
vania Amish School before taking his own life. Immediately 
after the murderer was identified, the Amish community sent 
a representative to express their forgiveness to the Robert’s 
family.  When funds were sent from people all across our na-
tion to help the Amish families with the medical bills of their 
children, Amish community leaders asked that a fund also be 
set up for the Roberts family as well. Multiple messages were 
sent from Amish families to the Roberts family assuring the 
Roberts family of their prayers. One Amish community mem-
ber said, “I just feel bad for the gunman.  He had a mother and 

 by Jeff Swart, Senior Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Galena, KS

A Lesson In Forgiveness

a wife and a soul…” 
How could a community be so willing to forgive so much 

so quickly? The Amish would answer, “Forgiveness comes 
from the example of Jesus, who carried that spirit even to the 
cross.”  They are right. Jesus taught us by precept and exam-
ple that forgiveness was one of life’s highest virtues (Matthew 
6:12,14,15). The Apostle Paul further taught, “Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32 ). Truly the theme 
of the Bible is forgiveness.  Over the course of the last several 
years, I have asked myself if I could forgive as the Amish did.  
I’d like to think I could, but to be perfectly honest, there is a 
lingering doubt. Chuck Swindoll has written, “Forgiveness is 
not an elective in the curriculum of servanthood.  It is a re-
quired course, and the exams are always tough to pass.” He is 
right—forgiveness is hard.  

I am sorry, deeply sorry for this unspeakable act that was 
committed against some of our most peace loving citizens. 
But I would like to thank the Amish community for their 

Christlikeness and for giving 
us all a lesson in the meaning 
of forgiveness.  Perhaps C.S. 
Lewis said it best, “To be a 
Christian means to forgive 
the inexcusable because God 
has forgiven the inexcusable 
in you.”

via The Baptist Herald

Remember!
Camp Garwood

&

BMA of MO Grant 
Fund

both need OUR help in 
reaching the Goal of 
$5,000 at the Mission 

Symposium



The following names are listed as a service to our churches in keeping you 
informed as to preachers that are available.  The publishing of a preacher's 
availability for preaching appointments or pastoral work should not be 
considered as a recommendation by the Missouri Missionary Baptist.  
Names are published at the request of the individual and will be published 
until a request is received to remove it.

AVAILABLE PREACHERS
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Since 2000, the BMA Seminary has offered intensive 
week-long studies each summer that focus upon various areas 
of religious education. The 2017 summer schedule includes 
courses for both credit and non-credit students.

Non-credit students may be interested in auditing the semi-
nary’s DiscipleWay training June 12-15, 2017 on its main 
campus in Jacksonville, Texas. The training includes an in-
troduction to the biblical, educational, and philosophical prin-
ciples that undergird DiscipleWay curriculum, exposes indi-
viduals to each DiscipleWay discipline, and gives particular 
attention to the disciplines of Bible study and witnessing. Dis-
cipleWay’s goal is to teach individuals how to perform disci-
plines without the help of a teacher while also developing the 
ability for those same individuals to teach others without the 
help of a teacher.

Non-credit students may also be interested in the semi-
nary’s free online course in Oral Communication/Preaching 
course with Dr. Tony Cleaver. The study begins May 30 and 
ends July 25, 2017.

Credit seeking students can enroll in both on campus, on-
line, and hybrid courses. Students may enroll in an appropri-
ate level of DiscipleWay training on campus with Drs. Philip 
Attebery, David Hellwig, and Ronnie Johnson June 12-16. 
Online students may enroll in Church Administration with Dr. 
Mark Livingston, Greek Appreciation with Dr. Gary O’Neal, 
or New Testament Interpretation: Gospel of John with Dr. Da-
vid Hellwig (May 30 - July 25), and a hybrid course in Sermon 
Preparation or Expository Preaching with Dr. Charley Holmes 
(July 17-19).

Deadline for registration is May 12, 2017. All courses may 
be taken at reduced costs for non-credit. Students interested 
in DiscipleWay training without credit may register until May 
30, 2017.  

Lisa Satterwhite, Dean’s Assistant
Dr. Philip Attebery, Dean

As most of you know, Bro. Doyle Moore, Missionary to 
the Philippines, will be coming home May 31, 2017.  After 40 
years of ministry in the Philippines he has done a tremendous 
job in establishing a Bible college along with church planting 
and many other ministries.   His work has even taken him to all 
parts of the Asia Realm.  This has created an opening for a new 
Director and President of the College.  I have been appointed 
to that position in which I realize there are many challenges 
ahead.  

First, the funding from the BMA Missions Department 
has been cut completely.  We do understand that a business, 
school, church or even personal finances cannot operator in 
the red.  But, to maintain the college and its present enroll-
ment, we must do something to create income so there will be 
NO gap in the studies of our present students.  

Second, I have cut the budget to only cover the necessary 
essentials. We need help from the churches and individuals, 
since there are not enough donations, at present, to cover the 
expenditures. Our monthly budget is very close to $7,000 per 
month and we are receiving about one-half of that. We need 
another $4,000 a month to meet our obligations. 

This Is Not A Fire Drill -- It Is The 
Real Thing!! (Emergency)

Third, we are asking 40 churches or individuals to accept 
the challenge and contribute $100 a month for the next 24 
months.  We have 4 individuals, churches, and/or associations 
accepting this challenge.  That only leave 36 more.  If we are 
to open the doors of the school in June, we must have the 
funds to so.

The Bible College is a training center for the work in the 
Philippines and southeast Asia.  With no training center, the 
work in this part of the world will suffer.    Please help us reach 
our goal by June 1. 

Donations are tax deductible and can be sent to BMA, 
Conway, AR, or  Doug and Diane Lee, BMABC Funds, 28 
R. T. Lee Road, Carriere, MS 39426, or  Mill Creek Baptist 
Church, 11 Old Kiln Road, Picayune, MS 39466   Make sure 
you specify on the check Doug and Diane Lee, BMABC Fund.      

Seminary Summer Schedule Includes 
Free Online Preaching Course

BMA Theological Seminary
P. O. Box 670 • Jacksonville, TX 75766

903-586-2501 • 800-259-5673
www.bmats.edu

you were absent. Your lack of 
commitment frustrated me. 
But now my feelings have 
turned more to grief because 
I’ve come to realize your ab-
sence is not really about me. 
It’s about you and what you 
are foolishly trading to keep 
up with this world. It’s about 
what truly captures your heart 
and what you value most. I 
see your beautiful children 
whom you love with all your 
heart. Yet you’re setting them 
up to care little for God’s 
church. One activity after an-
other displaces any real com-
mitment to the Lord’s Day. I 
understand that everyone oc-
casionally has something spe-
cial that comes up, takes a va-
cation or a trip to visit family. 
But this is different. You cram 
your family with so much ac-
tivity revolving around the 
kids that devotion to God is 
consistently squeezed out. 
Your kids are learning that 
church is something the fam-
ily does only when they have 
one of those rare Sundays off 
from the activities. And even 
then, because everyone is so 
ragged out, on some Sundays 
you just can’t get out of bed. 
This letter is not to fuss or to 
shame. You know that I’ve 
preached to you the grace of 
God. Your church member-
ship, giving, attendance, and 
service don’t earn you favor 
with God. It’s all about faith. 
I’ll never rant in the pulpit 
about your absenteeism. I’m 
always going to preach to the 
ones who are present. But I 
want you to know how much 
I care about you. I want you 
to understand that my great-
est joy would be to see you 
love God and His church 
and to observe you growing 

• DEAR From Page 4 •

in Christ. …You’re part of 
the flock God has entrusted 
to me, and every sheep is 
precious. You’re not just a 
number. God loves you and 
so do I. He has already loved 
you in Christ with a love that 
needs no further demonstra-
tion. … I pray that if you 
truly know Christ, that you’ll 
come to your senses like the 
prodigal son and run home 
to your heavenly Father who 
stands with open arms. Until 
then, I will still be praying for 
you and possibly sticking my 
nose in your business. After 
all, I’m your pastor. 

-Baptist News Service

Paul E. Lee, 
director of the 
Prisoners Bible 
Crusade, 77 of 
Picayune, MS 

Paul Lee, Director 
of PBC Dies

Joseph Duckworth, a member of Kewanee missionary baptist 
church is available for Preaching or however the Lord leads. 
Contact him at 573-521-8039.     

Rocky Houston, a member of Kewanee missionary Baptist church 
is available for pulpit supply or as the Lord leads. Contact him at 
573-521-6385.     

Caleb Houston, youth minister of Kewanee is available for 
weekend revivals, youth events, and pulpit supply. Contact him 
at 573-521-7826 or calebhouston@yahoo.com.     

Denver Page, a member of Landmark Baptist Church in DeSoto 
is available for pulpit supply as God leads. He can be contacted by 
home phone 636-942-3503 or cell phone 314-283-7243.    

Richard Smith, from Matthews, is available for pulpit supply or 
however the Lord leads. Contact him at 573-931-0455 or through 
his Pastor, Chris Polk at 573-380-1975. 

James Hoffmann, is available for pulpit supply. Contact him at 
314-277-8644 or by e-mail at jmhoff@charter.net.  

Brian Adams, a member of First Missionary Baptist Church of 
Matthews is available to preach. Contact him by e-mail at bkad-
ams27@yahoo.com.

Jerry Adams, former pastor of Bethel, Sikeston, is available for 
pastoral service or pulpit supply as God leads. Contact Him at 
573-380-0284.

died April 10th after a struggle 
with Pulmonary Fibrosis and 
Asbestosis.

He served in the Nation-
al Guard in 1956 and in the 
U.S. Marine Corps from 1958 
to 1962 and graduated from 
Southeastern Baptist College 
of Laurel, Miss. in 1971, and 
received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Religion in 1974 from 
Louisiana College of Pineville, 
LA. He pastored churches in 
Mississippi and Louisiana.  In 
1985, he became PBC direc-
tor after the death of his father, 
Chester Lee, who began the 
PBC in 1973.

Survivors include his wife 
of 53 years, Gretchen Germa-
ny Lee; two children, Albert 
Lee and Cathy Lee (Jason) Da-
vis; three grandchildren; two 
great-grandsons; and a sister, 
Claudette (Roger) Heasley.

Memorials may be made to 
the PBC, P.O. Box 696, Pica-
yune, Miss. 39466. 

via Mississippi Baptist


