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Official Beginning of 
LifeWord Sunday Season

Your church should have received the 2017 Lifeword Sunday/
Walk packet during the week of July 31- August 4, marking the 
official beginning of Lifeword Sunday season. The packet in-
cludes a letter from Executive Director Donny Parrish, a sample 
bulletin insert and two posters for promotion. When you register 

Since 1980, the flagship 
fund-raiser for Lifeword has 
been the Walk, but many 
churches have discontinued 
it in favor of other types 
of events, often very cre-
ative ones. Many churches 
include Lifeword in their 
budgets, and we are hon-
ored by that partnership. We 
especially encourage those 
churches to at least have 
an emphasis day informing 
their congregations about 
what Lifeword is and does.  

The 2017 Lifeword video 
will be available for down-
load or by DVD at the end of 
August. The Lifeword Team 
just returned from Peru with 
footage of visionary leader 
Pastor Paul Tinoco and Life-

and Team Lifeword
• Instagram and Twitter 
• Lifeword .org / l i fe -

wordsunday to register your 
church for participation in Life-
word Sunday and order Tshirts.

your church at lifeword.org/lifewordsunday, you can request ad-
ditional inserts and posters for promotion.

 October 22 is Lifeword Sunday (or whatever day works 
for your church), an opportunity for church members to under-
stand how Lifeword helps them fulfill their Great Commission 
calling. We ask churches to show the 2017 Lifeword Sunday vid-
eo, pray for and give to Lifeword on that day. 

word Programming Director Luis Ortega in the mountain village 
of Quelicani as they develop a partnership to broadcast the gospel 
to thousands in that region. 

 For up-to-date information about Lifeword’s ministry, 
please use the following sources: 

• lifeword.org  for viewing videos about current initiatives 
and future vision and reading articles and blogs

• Facebook pages: Lifeword, Lifeword Community Radio 

2017 Annual Meeting of the 
BMA of Missouri

Camp Garwood
October 28, 2017

9:00 a.m.
This is a great opportunity for all our churches to 

take care of God’s Business and see the great camp 
God has provide us to use in reaching others for Him!

7th Annual BMA of Missouri
Brotherhood Fall Retreat

September 29 - 30, 2017
at Camp Garwood

Make Plans to attend & Bring a Friend!
Watch for more details coming soon.

Another Great 
Camp at 

Garwood!!
God has blessed us with a 

great campground with good 
facilities and then sent beauti-
ful weather, wonderful speak-
ers, singers, and workers in ad-
dition to over 300 young people 
who were ready for God to 
work in their lives throughout 
the week of July 31st - August 
4th. The result was A GREAT 
CAMP FOR THE GLORY OF 
GOD!

At least 11 young people 
accepted Christ as their Savior 
during the week and many oth-
er decisions were made about 
our relationship with Jesus and 
one another.

There are pictures from 
camp throughout this paper and issue to follow, and we hope you enjoy getting a glimpse of the 
people and activities of Camp Garwood.

Ten of those who were Saved at Camp

At Camp Garwood we always emphasize that Jesus lives in our Heart. This picture was made to show J-E-S-U-S in 
our heart, but it wasn’t too plain. This is a reminder that we need to live so people see Jesus in our lives each day. 
We need to work on our picture tak-
ing but more importantly, we need to 
work on letting Jesus be seen in us!



Abundant Life in Christ, Charleston. Our business meeting 
of July 2nd took an unexpected turn and it was decided we 
would not be returning to our rented location.  Our building 
is not nearly finished—our “front doors” are sheets of ply-
wood—but it’s finished enough we are making a go of it.  We 
tied our record Sunday School attendance during the month, 
and for the first time in a few years averaged more than 30 
in attendance for morning worship.  We praise God for the 
professions of faith of Santavia  Townsend and one other dur-
ing Vacation Bible School.  We also praise God for the addi-
tions of Eli Dunlap, Rachel Dunlap, Mike Pratt and Santavia 
Townsend via baptism. 
Rodney Dunlap, Pastor

Greetings once again from Bethany, St. Louis. We are gear-
ing up to elect teachers and officers for the next church year. 
As with many of our churches, we are small and need ready 
and willing bodies to make this possible. I’m convinced that 
we all have a job to do in the Lord’s Church and His will is to 
be done by willing hands. Please continue praying for Sis. Ella 
Beeler as she has had a couple of small strokes and is recover-
ing from those. Also pray for Bro. Ted as he stands by her side 
during therapy and recovery. Bro. Dunn is preaching a series 
of sermons on Sunday mornings on the 23rd. Psalm. This has 
been such a blessing and we praise God for being our Great 
Shepherd. He is preaching on the book of James in the evening 
service and we are enjoying that also. I am praising God for 
good news from my kidney doctor. No more stones!!! And my 
sister Carolyn does not have liver cancer!!!!! Keep her in your 
prayers as she awaits other tests. Our ladies are looking for-
ward to the ladies retreat. This is always a good time of fellow-
ship and fun. Ladies, you will not be sorry if you go. God bless. 
Nick Dunn, Pastor •Kathy Chapman, Reporter

Blessings to all from Bethel, Sikeston. Great things have been 
happening here at Bethel during the month of July! July 1st 
Brett Hurst came forward requesting to be baptized and join 
the church. He gave his testimony of being saved the week be-
fore.  After baptism he was given the hand of fellowship and 
welcomed into our Bethel family.  God is so good! Thank you 
Jesus!! July 9th, we were blessed to have Bro. Ted Martin with 
the Gideons  in our evening service.  He gave a wonderful tes-
timony about his wife being healed of cancer, praise God!!  He 
also informed us of his Bible ministry with the Gideons. What 
a great ministry to be involved in!  There have been many  souls 
saved from picking up one of those Bibles and reading God’s 
Word! Bro. Billy has been teaching in Ephesians 6, “Putting on 
the Whole Armor of God” on Wednesday nights. What a  
blessing it has been as we are in a spiritual battle each and ev-
ery day!  Once a month on Wednesday night the ladies and 
men go to separate classes to discuss things that need to be 
done or new ideas for outreach. A float for the Cotton Carnival 
parade is in our plans and, a stand to hand out water and tracts 
as a witness to people. One Sunday night each month we have 
a special prayer service, with a room designated as a prayer 
room for the ones who desire to pray before or after church 
in private. July 28 and 29  the youth had a lock-in, with ap-
proximately 13 teens  attending. They had good fellowship and 
fun. Our youth and adults had a wonderful time at camp this 
year and what a blessing to see 11 young people come forward 
for salvation, all representing different churches. This is what 
camp is all about! All the glory goes to God! We are getting 
prepared to fill our Christmas shoeboxes in order to get them 
sent in September.
Have a blessed month!
Billy Davis, Pastor •  Joan Wood, Reporter
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Landmark, DeSoto, entered 
a float in the July 4th parade 
at DeSoto. Sounds to me 
like they had a lot of fun. It 
was a pretty warm day, but 
I think it was enjoyed by all 
that participated. We held 
our VBS the 10th - 14th with 
the commencement on the 
15th. We would have had it 
on the 16th, but that was the 
first night of Meramec Camp.  
We had a good VBS with the 
theme being “The Redeemer”.  
The kids enjoyed the classes, 
the snacks, crafts and, I think 
most of all, the music time.  
Sis. Terry Smith was our VBS 
Director and she does a very 
good job.  We had some go to 
both the younger kids camp 
and the teen camp. They al-
ways come back enthused 
about serving our loving God.
Denver enjoyed preaching at 
Landmark the morning and 
evening of the 23rd.  Bro. and 
Sis. Gibson were away for a 
week.  We sure do miss them 
when they are gone.  Debbie 
Conyers lost a brother-in-
law to cancer. He had been 
on hospice for about 3 weeks 
or so and Debbie stayed with 
her sister during that time. 
We extend our sympathy to 
that family. We had our 5th 
Sunday fellowship dinner on 
the 30th. As usual, we had 
good food and good fellow-
ship. Then that evening, we 
observed the Lord’s Supper.  
Until Next Month or the 
Lord’s Return
Wayne Gibson, Pastor
Sharon Page, Reporter

Greetings from Faith Baptist 
Church in St. Charles! This 
year has been, so far, a year 
of growth for our church. 
We have had many (almost 
two dozen!) new members 
by both baptism and letter, 
and several of those souls 
are brand new to church. 
Since the beginning of the 
year, there have been over 
20 baptisms, resulting in an 
unusually high water bill. Of 
course, we gladly pay the bill! 
Not only has our number in-
creased, almost all the new 
adult members have stepped 
up to serve the church in 
some capacity or another. We 

were excited to send a bus-load (and then some!) of campers to 
Camp Garwood. It was truly a time of refreshing, and some of 
the youth of our group showed signs that they are moving from 
a head-knowledge of Christ to a heart-knowledge of Him. Our 
Fall Festival is coming up in October, and we are thankful for 
the opportunity to reach out to so many in our community. 
We look forward to seeing what God has in store for our local 
body!
Justin Arender, Pastor • Annaliese Wagner, Reporter

Greetings from First Baptist Church, Potosi.  What an excit-
ing month we had during July. It was very busy, but worth all 
of the effort everyone put into each project.  Kids camp was the 
first week and around 70 children went to Richwoods Retreat 
Center. The children had a wonderful time, came home sing-
ing some new songs (at least new to me), and told about their 
camp adventures. Then the weekend was spent by the GMA 
embarking on a journey to Camp Garwood for the yearly re-
treat. Alisia Wright and I joined the excursion; Michelle Kno-
beloch was greatly missed by all.  The topic this year was un-
derstanding and knowing that we are priceless.  God loves us 
no matter what. July 11, the Celebrate Recovery Leaders trav-
eled to a three-day summit in Tennessee where there were over 
3,000 attendees.  I was told it was a great experience and while 
I am happy for them, I was disappointed I was unable to attend. 
Kevin Smith, our youth leader and Celebrate Recovery pastor 
has been very busy during these weeks. The next week was 
Teen Camp at the Richwoods Retreat Center where two from 
our church were saved. Thirty teens from our church attended 
camp. What a blessing.  It is great when the teens come home 
and talk about the friends they made from other churches. It 
made me think about all of the once-a-month youth meetings 
I used to attend many years ago. Then the last full week of July 
was VBS. Raven Porter had volunteers who came two different 
nights before VBS to make decorations. Wow! The decorations 
were awesome as the theme was Cave Quest. It took a lot of 
team work to get this program underway. We had 165 attend-
ees at VBS and the songs they sang on Sunday were fantas-
tic. In the last couple of months we have received several new 
members by letter and by baptism. Our services have been so 
full of the spirit that sometimes you feel like you are going to 
be lifted off your feet. Sometimes you feel as though you are go-
ing to burst.  Our services are like that every Sunday morning; 
members are actually going outside their comfort zone to serve 
God. While all of this good is going on, there are still many 
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The highlight of this past month was our State Camp the 
last day of July and first few days of August. What a bless-
ing to attend this event and see God working in the lives of 
many young people as well as adults. Thanks to everyone who 
works so hard all year long to keep our camp in shape and 
making improvements each year. God has graciously provided 
the funds through various means as the needs arise each year. 

The new dormitory was utilized this year and new activi-
ties for recreation time were introduced and everyone loved 
the progress. 

The greatest blessing was the salvation of at least ten young 
people and many who rededicated their lives to the Lord. Our 
churches are rejoicing in the spirit of revival resulting from the 
camp. Bro. Shawn Hammontree and Bro. Tom Foster Jr. did a 
wonderful job of addressing the needs of all present through 
God’s Word and each challenged us to a closer walk with God. 

We are still burdened that we have churches without pas-
tors and churches who are struggling to keep going. Each of 
us need to be praying for these and doing what we can to help 
wherever God opens the doors. 

Once again I have been invited to atted the Annual Meeting 
of the BMA of South West Missouri in Springfield this month. 
I look forward to the fellowship at the meeting and appreciate 
their support of the state work. 

Please join me in prayer that we can find someone whom 
God is leading to start a new work in our state this year. If you 
know of an area where we need a new work or if you know 
of someone who is interested in planting a new work please 
let me or a member of our Special Missions Committee know. 

I look forward to our annual meeting at Camp Garwood 
October 28th. We hope to have more information about this 
meeting in the September paper. I hope many who have never 

FINANCIAL REPORT BMA OF MISSOURI MISSIONS  • July 2017

General Fund: 
 Checking Account:
  Balance June 30, 2017     $ 44,549.02   
  June Receipts:    
    Missions:   $ 2,898.15 
    Total Income:  $ 2,898.15 $     2,898.15  
  Total Available      $ 47,447.17   
  Disbursements:   
   Assistant Director  $          500.00
   Total Disbursements   $        500.00 $  (500.00)  
  Balance July 31, 2017:    $        46,947.17
  
 Bank of America Savings Account:  
  Balance June  30, 2017    $ (1,100.50)
    Interest:    $ .02 $ .02
  Balance July 31, 2017:    $ 1,100.52
  
 Investment in BMA of Mississippi Revolving Loan Fund: 
  Balance June 30, 2017    $ 100,000.00
    Interest:    $ 71.34 $         71.34 
  Balance July 31, 2017:    $ 100,071.34

Total of all Funds July 31, 2107    $ 148,119.03

From Our Assistant Director...

Hello, supporting friends. We have had an awesome sum-
mer of ministry at Mexican Water Baptist Church. In June we 
had Back Yard Bible Clubs, July we had VBS, Revival, started 
remodeling the church, a wedding, and baptism service, and 
in Augusts we are looking forward to another baptism service, 
ladies shopping trip and a church camping trip. It has been a 
blessing to be part of God’s work on the reservation, and we 
are so thankful for all of the groups who came and supported 
to make all of the ministry possible. 

The church has collected over $2,500 towards our Build-
ing Fund. Several of the members have been faithful giving 
towards this area and we were able to begin remodeling with 
one of our groups. They worked so hard during the day and 
we conducted revival services in the evening. They were such 
a blessing. We were able to paint the inside of the church, 
hang new lights and fans, install a shower in the bathroom and 
Ms. Wendy even refinished our back wall for us which looks 
awesome. We will continue saving to replace the flooring and 
move the cooler as soon as we raise enough funds. 

We want to thank all of those who have been praying for 
Ms. Sophie and Bro. Herman. Please continue to pray for 
Sophie’s Cancer treatment, she is half way through and the 
doctor is happy with the progress that he is seeing with the 
treatment. We were able to conduct their marriage ceremony 
last weekend. That gave us the opportunity to share Christ 
with over 50 traditional Navajo family members!!! Many of 
their family, including Sophie and Herman, had never been to 
a Christian wedding. It was such a special opportunity. While 
many of them had questions, they were very respectful dur-
ing the ceremony and reception. It was awesome to be part of 
something that honors God and shares Christ. 

Ms. Sophie and Bro. Herman asked to have their baptism 
Service the following day, and we planned accordingly, we 
also had Nan and Gavin (brother and sister) join them for bap-
tism. This is the first baptism service to take place at Mexican 
Water Baptist in approximately five years!! After seeing their 
example of following in Believers Baptism we had serval oth-
ers come and talk with us about being baptized this coming 
Sunday!!! 

We had five walk the isle for salvation this past week. Many 
of you may remember Alberta, the teenage girl we often ask 
prayer for. She was saved as part of our Bluff Ministry. This 
past Sunday she lead two girls to the Lord after church servic-
es!!! We are SO proud of her and her growth in the Word!! We 
continue to pray for her faithfulness and being used for Christ. 

Prayer Requests: Remodeling of Mexican Water Baptist 
Church, Spiritual Growth of the Church, Our Family, Souls to 
be Saved, Bus Route, Ms. Sophie

Thank you to all partners of the Ministry that God has 
called us to.  It is a blessing to know others are praying, and 
providing financially! 

Andy and Danyell Lahmann 
 PO Box 1354  • Cortez, CO 81321 
 (573) 205-6022 • lahmann08@yahoo.com 
 Facebook: Lahmann Family Missionaries
Sending Church: 
 First Missionary Baptist Church 
 PO Box 386 • Bourbon, MO 65441
 Pastor Roy Fikac • (573) 732-5420
 Jennifer Brooks, Mission Secretary • jenn5loaves@gmail.com

Summer on the Navajo Reservation

been to Garwood will attend 
this meeting and see what 
God has blessed us with in 
this campground.

Please make every ef-
fort to attend and participate 
in planning our work for 
the Lord for this next year. 
Come with a prayer for unity 
and cooperation among our 
churches as we do His will.

Thank you for allowing 
me to serve the Lord and His 
churches. 

SOAR 2017
Ministry For 

Every Believer
Church vans piled in to 

the Gaylord Texan Resort 
the afternoon of July 5 for 
three days that would change 
lives forever. Nearly 2,000 
students came together for 
the first session that evening, 
where Ryan Storey, Jordan 
Bowen, and Mckenna Mar-
low hyped up the youth and 
kicked off the conference. Af-
terward, the keynote speaker, 
Dustin Wisely, entered the 

stage to give the students a foreshadowing of the sessions to 
come: that all followers of Christ are called to ministry, no 
matter what. The evening was concluded with a worshipful 
set from We the Union, then students emptied out of the Texas 
Ballroom and filled the SOAR Village. 

Thousands of students roamed the different stations in the 
• See SOAR Page 5 •
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• NEWS From Page 2 •
sick and some who have lost a parent, close relative, or friend. 
Please pray for us as we pray for you.
Jim Ainley, Pastor • Deborah Rauhut, Reporter

Blessings from Stony Point, Mineral Point. We are thankful 
to have sponsored 4 of our girls at GMA Camp Garwood.  Sat-
urday, July 15 we had a one day VBS that used our teens for 
the puppet lesson that was presented.  They did a fantastic job 
and there were also games and food enjoyed by all.  July 23 we 
are proud to announce that we had an ordination for Michael 
Bourbon as Deacon.  We are very thankful for the Pastors and 
Deacons that participated in this special event. July 31st - Au-
gust 4th we sponsored 21 youth that went to Camp Garwood. 
Of our youth sponsored we are thankful that 2 were saved. By 
the time you receive this paper we will have been blessed by 
Heaven’s Echoes on August 13th.  We thank and Praise God 
for all his blessings.
Claude Evans, Pastor • Debrah Coleman, Reporter

Lower Doe Run, Ellington, has been blessed and encouraged 
to have visitors for the past few weeks. These visitors may not 
know it but it thrills and encourages us to have them in the 
worship services.  We have had so many sick and not able to 
attend lately. We ask prayers for those who are in nursing fa-
cilities and others who just can’t leave their homes. I can’t name 
them all. We were blessed to hear from Sis. Thelma Hoffmann. 
She is a great prayer warrior and an encouragement. We were 
blessed to be a part of the Camp Garwood experience this 
year.  Thanks to all those who helped Melvin in the Canteen. 
He really enjoyed interacting with all the campers. Thanks to 
all those who helped in all areas.  Thanks to the speakers, musi-
cians, and the teachers. God has greatly blessed this camp and 
we praise Him for the souls that were saved.
Until we meet,
Melvin Meade, Pastor • Carolyn Meade, Reporter

Greetings from Black Creek of Poplar Bluff. The Lord has 
been working on Black Creek and are we ever growing! Not 
only have Bro. Bob and Sis. Yvonne Hill joined our church but 
August 6th, Bro. Matthew and Sis. Laura Green came forward 
to join us also. July 30th, Bro. Matt Thurner’s twin sister, An-
drea Thurner was saved! This year was the first time that Black 
Creek has sent a group to church camp. We want to offer a big 
thank you to Sis. Patty Sisk and Sis. Lindsey Vance for taking 
vacation time from their work to go and be sponsors for the 
children who went to camp. Sis. Lindsey stayed in the dorms 
with the girls (5) and Sis. Patty kept the boys (4) in a camper 
with her. We have some that are already looking forward to 
going to camp next year! A few of us were able to join them 
Thursday afternoon and for the evening services. We also were 
able to attend the Youth in the Harvest in July which was at 
the Zalma and the program was:  “What Are Your Talents?” It 
was sure a blessing to hear everyone speak about their talents! 
Several people that were in attendance said they could feel the 
Holy Spirit working in the church that night.  In September we 
will be hosting the Youth in the Harvest and would be so ex-
cited to see you at that meeting. Come and plan on inviting the 
meeting for November to your church.  October’s meeting will 
be the LifeWord Walk for the World at Pineywood Lake Octo-
ber 14th.  Bro. Brian Whitlock from Black River will be bring-
ing the devotion at 9:00 a.m. for the walk. Bring a dish for the 
potluck luncheon we will share between 11:30 and 12:00. Bring 
your instruments and also your voice as those of us who can’t 
make the walk will be enjoying the fellowship together singing 
praises to our Lord. We will also be having revival the week of 
September 18th through the 22nd at 7:00 p.m. with Bro. Scotty 
Rayburn of Red Creek M.B.C. in Wiggins, MS.  Please come 
and join us as we are expecting big changes to still be coming 

to our church! Pray for us and we will pray for you!  May God 
bless all! 
Troy Sisk, Pastor  • Yvonne Hill, Reporter

Greetings to all of our fellow churches from Bates Creek, Po-
tosi. We are planning a revival and we would love to see you 
there. The revival will start Wednesday, September 20th and 
end on Sunday, September 24th. We will be starting at 6:30 
each night. Our pastor is arranging the evangelist for the re-
vival. (I will make sure that I include his name in my report 
next month.) Please consider joining us for the revival or if 
you cannot join us, pray for this revival. The need is great in 
our world today. 
Leonard Knight, pastor • Sara Buckley, church reporter

Ministers Resource Services 
Director Retires

Ron  Chesser announces his retirement 
after over eighteen years of service....

As confident as I was in December, 1999 of becoming the 
Executive Director of Ministers Resource Services, the retire-
ment agency of  the BMAA, I am equally confident that it is 
now the time for me to announce my retirement. My retire-
ment will be effective May 31, 2018. I am allowing this time 
frame, from my announcement to the effective date, so our 
board of trustees can receive resumes and have a candidate 
to submit as nominee for Executive Director at the BMAA 
national meeting in Jackson, MS next April.

Let me express my sincere appreciation to the churches of 
the BMAA for allowing me to fulfill my call to the ministry of 
retirement. God has allowed me to help pastors, church staff, 
missionaries and department personnel plan financially for 
the future. For this opportunity to help others I am extremely 
thankful and can firmly say, “To God Be the Glory.”

This mission I have been on for the past eighteen and one-
half years as Executive Director would have been impossible 
without our MRS office personnel. Upon my retirement in 
May, 2018, Alice Griffin will have finished 38 years in her 
position as Administrative Assistant and serving in the same 
position Sharon Daniels will have completed over 34 years. 
Jane Hoy will have been with us for 4 years. These ladies have 
made my job not only easier but I simply could not have done 
it without them.  A huge word of gratitude for a job well done 
goes out to each of them.

Words are inadequate in expressing appreciation not 

only to our current board 
of trustees but to those who 
have served faithfully down 
through the years during my 
time as Executive Director.  
Every board member fills a 
significant  role as a trustee 
but Kenneth Lott has served 
longer as chairman of the 
board during my tenure than 
any other individual. His 
administrative and financial 
expertise has been a strength 
and encouragement to me.

The name Gloria Hudson 
Chesser may not mean a lot 
to you but to me it means ev-
erything. For over fifty-five 
years she has faithfully been 
by my side, first, as a pas-
tor’s wife for forty years and 
then as a director’s wife. God 
knew what He was doing 
when He gave her to me. To 
me she is priceless!

Psalm 37:4, “Delight thy-
self also in the Lord; and he 
shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart.” Indeed, God 
has proven true to His Word 
many times over during my 
almost 60 years of ministry!

Baptist Missionary Association of Missouri 
Loan Committee

“Praise the Lord, more BMA of Missouri churches are requesting financial 
help from the BMA of Missouri Loan Committee Grant Fund!”

Therefore, the BMA of Missouri Loan Committee Grant Fund needs 
more monthly support from the churches of the BMA of Missouri!

Please send offerings to:
David Griggs, Treasurer

BMA of Missouri Loan Committee
405 Hoffmeister Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63125

For Additional Information concerning the services provided by the BMA 
of Missouri Loan Committee contact:

Dennis Baker, President
Phone: 636-461-1625

E-Mail: bbsafety4332@gmail.com

Are You

DEWing
it?

Give a Dollar
Every Week 

to Camp Garwood

Your support improves 
our facilities and helps 

reach more for 
CHRIST
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Pastor Justin Arender and the 
members of Faith invited their 
sister churches and their ordained 
preachers and deacons to come 
and assist them in ordaining Bro. 
John Hutchinson to the office of 
Deacon at 2:30 in the afternoon 
on Sunday June 11, 2017. 

Several members of Faith and 
her sister churches were repre-
sented in the congregation with 
the following ordained men par-

Deacon Ordinations
Faith Baptist Church, St. Charles

ticipating in the Presbytery: Justin Arender, Ernest Ward, Tom 
Pruett, Brian Meade, Don Crawford, Ken Shell, David, Wright 
and James Hoffmann.

The Presbytery (Council) organized with the following be-
ing elected to serve in the ordination: 

 Bro. James Hoffmann • Moderator
 Bro. Ernest Ward • Clerk
 Bro. Tom Pruett • Present the Candidate & his Wife 
 Bro. Brian Meade • Question Candidate & Wife
 Bro. Ernest Ward • Ordination Prayer
 Bro. David Wright • Present Bibles
 Bro. Justin Arender  Deliver Message and Charge
Bro. Brian Meade questioned the candidate and his wife 

and also gave the members of the council an opportunity to 
ask any questions they wished. When the questioning was 
completed the council voted that they were satisfied with the 
response of the candidate and his wife and recommended to 
the church that they approve the completion of the ordination, 
which the church voted to do. Following this the council par-
ticipated in laying their hands on the candidate and praying 
with him. 

Bro. David Wright presented some Bibles to the candidate, 
which had been furnished by Faith Church, and challenged 
him to give these Bibles to someone who did not have one.

Pastor Justin then preached the ordination message and 
presented a charge to the candidate. 

John & Barbara Hutchinson

Stony Point Baptist Church, Mineral Point
Pastor Claude Evans and 

the members of Stony Point 
Baptist Church invited their 
sister churches and their or-
dained personnel to attend and 
assist them in ordaining Bro. 
Michael Bourbon to the office 
of Deacon at 2:30 in the after-
noon July 23, 2017.

The Presbytery (Council) 
organized with the following 
participants:

 Bro. James Hoffmann • Moderator
 Bro. Lee Miller • Clerk
 Bro. Jim Douglas • Present the Candidate & his Wife 
 Bro. Claude Evans • Question Candidate & Wife
 Bro. Len Young • Ordination Prayer 
 Bro. David Hughes• Present Bible
 Bro. James Hoffmann • Message & Charge
Following the  questioning and approval of the Council the 

church voted to continue the ordination. The ordination prayer  
followed by the laying on hands was led by Bro. Len Young. 
Bro. David presented the Bible and Bro. James Hoffmann 
brought he message and charge. 

Fellowship and refreshments followed the service. 

Michael & Jennifer Bourbon

There are 16,000 people groups in the world, and 7,000 of 
them are considered “unreached” with the gospel. A people 
group is considered unreached (UPG) when there is no indig-
enous community of believing Christians able to engage them 
with church planting. Generally, that means less than 2 percent 
have heard the name of Jesus. Lifeword’s goal has been and 
always will be to seek out those people groups and present the 
gospel via the airwaves and all available technology.

In 1965 Harvest Gleaner Hour (as Lifeword was called for 
almost 30 years) began its gospel programing from a high-
wattage St. Louis radio station. This traditional “broad” cast-
ing from high wattage stations was its primary transmission 
method until four years ago when a  BMA lay leader and the 
Lifeword team began exploring the idea of using “narrow” 
casting through low-wattage, inexpensive equipment that, for 
the most part, did not require government licensing. Once an 
antennae was installed from the highest point in a village, on a 
church, or at the top of a mountain, broadcasts could be heard 
in a five- to seven-mile radius. In a small village where people 
live and work within that distance, it has proven to be an in-
credible gospel tool for indigenous pastors, churches, church 
planters and missionaries. 

From its fledgling beginnings broadcasting Kekchi-lan-
guage Bible reading into a Guatemalan military base from a 
nearby Kekchi church, the idea has taken root and Lifeword 
Community Radio (LCR) stations are now scattered from 

What We’re Doing/Where We’re Going at Lifeword: 
Lifeword Community Radio and the Lifeword Cloud

by Holly Meriweather

Chile to Mexico, from the western coast of Liberia all the way 
across Africa to Tanzania, and across Asia from Cambodia to 
remote mountains of the Philippines. BMA churches and mis-
sions are now using LCR to touch the lives of people in ways 
that pastors and missionaries say they never could have with-
out radio. 

The process begins when Lifeword’s visionary leaders in 
the Philippines, Africa and Central and South America find 
people groups who have never heard the gospel in their heart 
languages. Sometimes their searches include difficulties like 
flood-swollen rivers, mosquito-infested jungles, muddy roads, 
dense mountain foliage, carabao (and other animal) transpor-
tation and uncertain weather conditions. Once they’ve discov-
ered unreached areas, these leaders will make contact with 
nearby pastors or churches who pay the $350 for LCR equip-
ment, which is a necessary part of the process: If they “own” 
it, they’re more likely to use it. 

Next, in a perfect example of the multiplication process, 
visionary leaders identify, train, and coach other leaders in in-
stallation, maintenance and operation of new LCR stations in 
their areas of ministry. This is where ministry support partners 
are needed: The cost of this training can be as high as $1,800 

for travel, transportation and 
accommodations.  Expenses 
are greatly reduced, however, 
when indigenous broadcast-
ers, station managers and en-
gineers can do the training, 
but Lifeword USA is always 
available for support and 
coaching.

At present there are about 
80 of these little stations on 
the air. While most are able to 
operate without licenses, that 
is not always the case. Three 
stations (that we know of) 
are in the final stages of be-
ing formally licensed by their 
country’s governmental com-
munications authorities. 

Lifeword Community Ra-
dio is reaching the unreached 
through “broad” and “nar-
row” –casting, and now the 
vision continues with the 
Lifeword Cloud. Plans are in 
the works for a repository of 
broadcasts and discipleship 
materials accessible in the 
heart languages of unreached 
people groups. In the com-
ing months, the specifics of 
those plans will be released, 
so pray for the Lifeword team 
as we seek God’s guidance in 
this effort.  

Burma Buddhist Baptized

Village, which included a 
bookstore, a café, a “Built to 
Build” station which helped 
students discover their natu-
ral ministry gifting, a VSM 
Experience and Prayer Walk, 
a blogging center where stu-
dents shared their hearts, and 
many other stations from im-
pactful ministries. The Vil-
lage Stage featured music 
from Raquel, smooth acous-
tic tunes Tyler Sellers, and 
even Youth Pastor Karaoke, 
through which Dave Vander-
griff emerged as victor. 

The following sessions 
walked through Philippians 
1 and 2, and Dustin Wisely 
explained how even though 
Paul was in prison when he 
wrote these letters, he was 
ecstatically joyful in Christ. 
Why is this? Because God 
was his true treasure, and 
his only desire was to make 
Christ known. Paul had full 

• SOAR From Page 3 •

• See SOAR Page 6 •
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Ladies, this is a report from Missionary Andy Lahmann 
whose work is part of our state Project:

“We had a great week of revival services, fellowship and 
getting some church updates done. We are so thankful for Bro. 

Marie is a young, single woman who has recently come to 
know Christ, and is working her way through studying the Scrip-
tures. She is learning the value of God’s heart for her, and how 
he pursues her daily with an endless love. Jacob and Caroline 
have been married for forty-two years, and are still striving after 
God’s perfect will for their marriage. Michael has been widowed 
for years, and isn’t searching to get remarried soon. How would 
a study about love benefit all of these people?

Song of Solomon
A Love for All Seasons

We know from 2 Timothy 
3:16 that all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for re-

State WMA Project

Kerry Jordan, his wife 
and the group for all that 
they did this week. 

Bro. Jordan brought 
the message every eve-
ning, and we had won-
derful attendance and 
responses at invitation. 

The group worked 
very hard every day to 

help us with the church 
updates. We were able to 
paint the interior of the 
building, hang new lights 
and fans, and install a 
shower and water heater 
for our groups to use. 

We are so thankful for all the Lord did spiritually and phys-
ically for Mexican Water Baptist this past week!”

Revival Service

Revival Musicians

Working on building

Worship Center

• SOAR From Page 5 •
confidence that God was in complete control, and in life or 
death his circumstances would work out for his good and 
Christ’s glory. 

Session three brought a panel of people who grew up going 
to SOAR, and who are now living a life that serves the Lord 
outside of vocational ministry. The panel included foster par-
ents, an NFL football player, a businessman involved in train-
ing up godly men, and a short-term missionary. All of these 
people built upon and solidified the calling that all Christians 
must live a life of ministry, even if they don’t enter vocational 
ministry.

The final session drove home an essential point for stu-
dents: faithful Christians should not be the exception. Follow-
ers of Christ should live a life of sacrificial, joyful ministry 
because they live for something greater than this world. They 
have the BEST news: the gospel. Wisely closed out with a 
challenge for SOAR students: how are you going to live a life 
of ministry when you leave SOAR? Because, as a follower of 
Christ, it’s what you’re called to do. 

SOAR 2017 had several other opportunities to learn and 

grow, including five differ-
ent SOAR Workshops, which 
were a smaller, more focused 
time of discipleship. SOAR 
Serves included three differ-
ent mini mission trips, which 
served communities and 
BMA church plants in the 
area, reinforcing the concept 
of living a selfless lifestyle. 

The results left in the 
wake of SOAR 2017 are 
salvations, commitments to 
ministry, and many lives im-
pacted for Christ. Disciple-
Guide is excited about the 
impact from this year, and 
is looking forward to SOAR 
2018, when the theme will be 
“Local,” challenging students 
to get involved in their local 
church. 

proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, but does 
that mean it’s all worth studying? What about Song of Solo-
mon? Is it just a book for newly weds, or would it apply to 
Marie, Jacob, Caroline, and Michael? 

Compass Literature’s fall edition, A Love for All Seasons, 
takes its readers through the greatest song, the Bible’s book of 
love poetry, and applies it to people in every stage of life. The 
study will dive deep in to studying allegory and parallelism 
in the lines of poetry, while also taking time to look at the big 
picture of God’s ceaseless pursuit of his church.  

No matter if you’re single, widowed, divorced, or have 
been happily married for many years, the flowing whole of 
the Song of Solomon will come alive to you, as it studies the 
mystery and power of the love of the Father, and our love for 
one another. 

Compass Bible Studies is produced by the DiscipleGuide, 
a department of the Baptist Missionary Association. You can 
find out more about Compass at discipleguide.org, or by call-
ing 800.333.1442.

2017 Ladies Retreat
September 8 - 9, 2017

Drury Inn & Suites 
Arnold, MO
(636) 287-3111
Group Number: 2288716

Room Rate: 129.99/night:
2 Queen beds (up to 4 people)
Room Occupancy will include:
“Kickback” (Supper) & 
“Quick-Start” (Breakfast)

Registration Fee
$ 25.00 BEFORE August 31
$ 30 after August 31

Fun begins at 2 p.m. on 
Friday and ends around 
3 p.m. on Saturday

Plan now to come as early as 
you can to enjoy the fun and 
fellowship!

We are stepping up a notch 
on the fun so you don’t want 
to miss it!!

There will be a silent auction 
and all proceeds will go to 
Camp Garwood

Registration form 
2017 Ladies Retreat

Church Name ___________________________ 
  
  ___________________________

Address ________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________
Contact Phone # ________________________

Lady’s Name ___________________________

  ___________________________
   
Registration $25.00 ( before August 31) ____________

Late Registration $30 after August 31 _________

Make checks payable to Missouri WMA
and send with the form below to:

  Chris Griggs
  321 Carthage
  St. Louis, MO 63125

Hotel: Drury Inn & Suites  Arnold, MO    
1-800-325-0720   www.druryhotels.com

Note: Make Room reservation directly with the hotel
Be sure to mention Group #2288716



Brothers.... Dealing with men's issues 
and Promoting the Fellowship & Growth 

of Men in the BMA of Missouri
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What we do with our material things is evidences of how 
we value spiritual things.  Matthew 6:21, “For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

The spiritual principle of sharing blessings is that the giver 
might get a greater blessing.  God has ordained that we “reap 
what we sow.”  The farmer who sows wheat can expect to reap 
wheat.  Paul looks at material possessions as seed that can be 
sown into different types of soil; the flesh and the Spirit.  We 
can use our material goods to promote the flesh or to promote 
the things of the Spirit.  However, once we have finished sow-
ing we cannot change the harvest.

Money sown to the flesh will bring a harvest of corruption.  
That money is gone and cannot be reclaimed.  Money that is 
sown to the Spirit will produce life, and the seeds from the 
harvest can be planted again for another harvest.  Believers 
that use their material wealth as seed and plant it properly, 
provide for the work of the Lord. 

All that we do is either an investment in the flesh or the 
Spirit. We reap what we sow and in proportion as we have 
sown. The believer who sows in the Spirit is going to reap 
a spiritual harvest. If the sowing has been generous, the har-
vest will be bountiful. II Corinthians 9:6-7, “But this I say, 
He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and 
he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Ev-
ery man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful 
giver.”

Sharing blessing comes with a promise. “In due season we 
shall reap if we faint not.”   “If we faint not” is an indication 
that there is a peril of getting weary and fainting to the point 
of quitting.  

Sometimes spiritual fainting is caused by a lack of devo-
tion to the Lord.  How easy it is to work for the Lord and allow 
our spiritual motivation to die.  Luke 18:1, “And he spake a 
parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint.”  Sometimes we faint because of a lack of 
nourishment.  Matthew 4:4, “But he answered and said, It is 
written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  If we try to keep 
going without proper food and rest we will faint.

The promise is, “In due season we shall reap.” Seed that is 
planted takes time to take root and bear fruit. We must remem-
ber that the Lord of the harvest is in charge, and not the labors.  

Sharing blessings involves doing good unto all men.  Our 
good works are a spiritual sacrifice that we give to the Lord.  
When we do good unto all men we become a light to a lost 
world.  It is not only by words that we witness to the lost, but 
also by our works.

 As we “do good unto all men,” we must give priority to the 
“household of faith.” This does not mean that the local church 
should become an exclusive clique with the members isolated 
from the world around them and doing nothing to help the 
lost.  Rather it is a matter of balance. The believers in Paul’s 
day had a greater need because many of them suffered for their 
faith. A man always cares for his own family before he cares 
for the neighborhood.  I Timothy 5:8, “But if any provide not 
for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”

We share with other Christians so that all of us might be 
able to share with a needy world. The Christian in the house-

Sharing Blessings
Galatians 6:6-10

by Dennis Baker, Brotherhood President

The National Brotherhood of the BMA met May 2, 2017 
in Arlington, TX. We had a great turn out to hear Bro. Steve 
Clark of Pearl, MS bring the message. He spoke from II Timo-
thy 4 entitled “Will He Find Us Faithful.” He encouraged us 
ALL to go out and do God’s work. He ended by telling us 
men to stand up, stand up for God. Then he asked the question 
“What is your ministry?” Every Christian and Church Mem-
ber has a Ministry. After the message we went into business by 
electing our officers. They are as follows:

President - Mark Jones 
1st Vice President - Van Widger 
2nd Vice President - James Lamnae 
3rd Vice President - Chris Hamilton 
Secretary/Treasurer - Roy Caldwell 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer - Jimmy Thompson 
Editor & Promoter - Richey Hester 
Song Leader - Bill Thornton 
Assistant Song Leader - Matt Hudson 
Galilean  Direcctor - Kenneth Covert 
Assistant Galilean Director - Dan Williams 

After hearing from Dr. Doug Lee, we voted to accept the 
BMAA Bible College in the Philippians as our national proj-
ect. At the end of our meeting, we thanked Robert Bynum for 
34 years of service as the National Brotherhood Treasurer. 

Roy Caldwell is now the treasurer and you can send your 
brotherhood offerings to: 

 166 Twin Creek Road  
 Lucedale, MS 39452. 

Please help with our national project.

National Brotherhood &
Galilean Reports

by Richey Hester  • Editor & Promoter

hold of faith is a receiver that 
he might become a transmit-
ter. As we abound in love for 
one another, we overflow in 
love for all men.  I Thessa-
lonians 3:12, “And the Lord 
make you to increase and 
abound in love one toward 
another, and toward all men, 
even as we do toward you:” 

Believers are not only to 
serve one another in love, 
they should also do good to 
non-Christians. 

The National Galileans 
of the BMA had camp at 
Stoneridge Camp in Smith-
ville, AR this summer and 
elected officers for the up-
coming year. They are as fol-
lows:
President - Braedon Martin 
(MS) 
1st Vice President - 
 Joshua Barnes (AR) 
2nd Vice President - 
 Austin Krissel (AR) 
Secretary -Neil Aga (TX) 
Historian - Michael Warren  
 (MS)
Music - Maverick Hendrix  
 (MS) 
Mr. Senior Galilean is Mav-
erick Hendrix from Bethel 
Baptist Church in Fulton, 
MS. 
Mr. Junior Galilean is Coo-
per Little from Bethel Baptist 
Church in Fulton, MS.

These officers met in 
Ponca, AR July 28-30, 2017 
to discuss plans for the up-
coming year and next year’s 
national camp. The 2018 Na-
tional Galilean Camp theme 
is “Separated” coming from 
II Corinthians 6:17. Please 
pray for these young men that 
they will grow in the Lord.

Part of the congregation gathered under the tabernacle at Camp 
Garwood for the morning worship service. Hopefully we will have  

more pictures of Camp 2017 in the September 2017 issue of the 
Missouri Missionary Baptist. 



The following names are listed as a service to our churches in keeping you 
informed as to preachers that are available.  The publishing of a preacher's 
availability for preaching appointments or pastoral work should not be 
considered as a recommendation by the Missouri Missionary Baptist.  
Names are published at the request of the individual and will be published 
until a request is received to remove it.

AVAILABLE PREACHERS
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Joseph Duckworth, a member of Kewanee Missionary Baptist 
Church is available for Preaching or however the Lord leads. 
Contact him at 573-521-8039.     

Caleb Houston, youth minister of Kewanee is available for 
weekend revivals, youth events, and pulpit supply. Contact him 
at 573-521-7826 or calebhouston@yahoo.com.     

Denver Page, a member of Landmark Baptist Church in DeSoto 
is available for pulpit supply as God leads. He can be contacted 
by home phone 636-942-3503 or cell phone 314-283-7243.    

James Hoffmann, is available for pulpit supply. Contact him 
at 314-277-8644 or by e-mail at jmhoff@charter.net.  

Brian Adams, a member of First Missionary Baptist Church 
of Matthews is available to preach. Contact him by e-mail at 
bkadams27@yahoo.com.

Len Young, a member of Lakewood Baptist Church, Potosi is 
available to preach. Contact him at home 573-786-2485, by cell 
573-247-6623 or e-mail libertybooks04@gmail.com.

If you are a preacher and a member in good standing of a Baptist Mis-
sionary Association of America church and would like your name added 
to this column  please contact the editor using the information on page 2.

A Letter to the Editors
The Duties and Powers of an Association

Historically, duties have been understood as obligatory 
tasks, conduct or functions that arise from a position of mem-
bership in a group or in life in general.

Powers have also been viewed as the abilities or attributes 
of control or authority.

As the BMAA approaches its season of state and local as-
sociational meetings, we look forward to re-establishing and 
enjoying our relationships with other churches and hearing 
the different ways God is advancing the Great Commission 
through our associational work. However, while enjoying 
these blessings we must remember our duties that must be at-
tended to and powers that must be exercised in responsible 
and ethical ways.

As BMAA churches and officers prepare to meet, we could 
benefit by hearing what the leaders of America’s original Bap-
tist association, the Philadelphia Baptist Association, under-
stood as their responsibility and authority as the representa-
tives of Christ on earth. Specifically, it is good for us to be 
reminded of associational duties in regard to erroneous teach-
ings within member churches.

The following are selections from an essay commissioned 
by the Philadelphia Association in 1748 and adopted by the 
association the next year. These selections appear is contem-
porary language for ease of understanding. The full text of the 
original essay may be accessed by visiting http://baptisthisto-
ryhomepage.com/phila.minutes.essay.1749.html.

 Many thanks to Dr. David Hellwig (BMATS Professor of 
Biblical Studies and pastor of First Baptist Church, New Sum-
merfield) for his assistance in modernizing the language of 
these selections.

Dr. Charley Holmes, President
BMA Theological Seminary

 
Minutes of the Philadelphia Baptist Association, 1707-1807

By A. D. Gillette, editor, 1851

The Association unanimously approved and agreed to an 
essay by Benjamin Griffith, concerning the power and duty of 
an Association, to be inserted in the Associational book.

At our last annual Association, which met on September 
19, 1749, an essay on the power and duty of an Association 
of churches, was proposed, as mentioned above, to be consid-
ered by the Association. After careful discussion and consider-
ation, the essay was approved and adopted by all the churches. 
The contents of the essay was ordered to be transcribed as 
the judgment of the Association, in order to be inserted in the 
Association book. The purpose of the essay was to determine 
what power an Association of churches possesses, and what 
are the responsibilities of an Association and prevent the con-
tempt with which some are ready to treat such an assembly, 
and also to present any future generation from claiming more 
power that they ought - lording over the churches.

Philadelphia Baptist Association, 1749
Essay

On Doctrine and Order in the Association
An Association is not a superior ecclesiastical body, hav-

ing such superior power over the churches of an association. 
Each particular church possesses a complete power and au-
thority from Jesus Christ to administer all gospel ordinances, 
provided, they have a sufficient number of qualified officers, 
or that the officers of another sister church or churches as-
sist them in the proper administration of baptism and the 
Lord’s supper; and to receive members and exercise church 
discipline. Each church also has complete power to examine 

and ordain their own officers, 
and to exercise every part of 
gospel discipline and church 
government, independent of 
any other church or assembly 
whatsoever.

And that several such in-
dependent churches, where 
Providence allows their situ-
ation to dictate, may, and 
ought to (for their mutual 
strength, counsel, and other 
valuable advantages, by their 
voluntary and free consent)
enter into an agreement of 
cooperation, as prescribed in 
our printed Narrative of Dis-
cipline.

Such churches must agree 
in doctrine and practice, and 
be independent in their au-
thority and church power, be-
fore they can enter into coop-
eration. They should choose 
delegates or representatives, 
to associate together. Further-
more, the several independent 
churches being the constitu-
ents, the association, when 
assembled, is not deemed to 
possess superior jurisdiction, 
as having authority over the 
churches, but subservient to 
the churches, in what may 
concern all the churches in 
general, or any one church in 
particular. If the foundation 
of an association is a mutual 
understanding of sound doc-
trine, and regular practice, 
then it must naturally follow, 
that a deviation in doctrine or 
practice in any church in the 
Association, or any party in 
any such church, is sufficient 
grounds for an Association 
to withdraw fellowship from 
such a church or party and 
to exclude fellowship from 
them in some formal man-
ner. The Association should 
make the action known to all 
the churches in the Associa-
tion, to the end that the erring 
church may be ashamed, and 
that all the churches may dis-
continue fellowship, and bear 
testimony against those who 
have erred. 

Churches, as they are pil-
lars of truth, may, and ought 
to endeavor to promote truth 
among others also. If such 
endeavors prove fruitless, 
they may be withdrawn. An 
Association ought not to as-
sume a power to excommu-
nicate or deliver a defective 
or disorderly church to Satan, 

yet it is has enough authority to exclude the delegates of a 
defective or disorderly church from an Association, and to re-
fuse their presence at their meetings. Additionally, the Asso-
ciation should advise all the churches in association to follow 
in the same manner. A godly man may, and ought to withdraw, 
not only from a heathen, but from such as have the form of 
godliness only, but lack its true power (2 Timothy 3:5). By 
the same way of thinking the saints, in whatsoever capacity 
they may be considered, may withdraw from defective or dis-
orderly churches or persons; but they cannot excommunicate 
them as they have no authority to do so. But in associational 
capacity, dealing with her own members, an Association, then, 
of the delegates of associational churches, may exclude and 
withdraw from defective, unsound, or disorderly churches or 
persons, as previously mentioned.  This is normal and justifi-
able by the light and law of nature as observed in the conduct 
and practice of all orderly civil or political organizations. All 
such bodies have rules to exclude trouble-makers from their 
societies. 

Obviously an Association may disown and withdraw from 
a defective or disorderly church, and advise the cooperating 
churches to withdraw from, and to discontinue fellowship as 
previously mentioned, without exceeding the limits of their 
power. Additionally, an Association of the delegates of coop-
erating churches may declare any person or party in a church, 
who are defective in principles or disorderly in practice, to be 
deserving of reprimand, when the affair comes to their knowl-
edge. An Association should advise the church how to deal 
with them, according to the rule of gospel discipline. An Asso-
ciation should also strengthen such a church and assist her, if 
need be, by sending able men of their own number to help the 
church in executing the power vested in her by the ordinance 
of Jesus Christ, and defend her against the insults of such of-
fending persons or parties. 


