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From Our Camp Director....

First, we want to say “Thank You” to everyone who helped 
make the Student ALIVE Conference possible. It is a life chang-
ing experience that couldn’t go on without the help of many lead-
ers in our churches. We would also like to say a special “Thank 
You” to our speaker, Donny Parish. Donny captured our attention 

end stay.
Over the course of four 

sessions, Donny dug into 
what Romans 12:1-2 says 
about our relationship with 
God and how we can become 
more like Him. Thursday 
night, Donny introduced be-
ing transformed, that it only 
comes when we recognized 
the “mercy of God” -- Jesus’ 
death on Calvary. Accepting 
God’s mercy is the first step 
to becoming transformed. 

Friday morning, Donny 
addressed what it means 
to be a living sacrifice. Af-
ter accepting God’s mercy, 
we must become a living 
sacrifice so God can work 
through us. Being a liv-
ing sacrifice entails living a 
life of mercy, bringing your 
body (everything you are), 

and making the choice to stay on the altar and not get off. When 
we offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, God can then transform 
us by the renewing of our minds. 

Friday evening, Donny unfolded what it means to be renewed 
and why we should not conform to this world. By not conforming, 
we are able to open our minds to what transformations may come  
and to the renewal that is necessary. To be renewed, a person must 

pray for renewal, study God’s Word, and become a disciple of 
Jesus. When our minds are renewed, we can clear the clutter the 
world brings and focus on our Creator and the life God has for us. 

When all these things are applied to one’s life, we can prove 
what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God. Saturday 
morning, Donny wrapped up the weekend by showing us when 
we are transformed, we will become more like God and show the 
fruits of His glory. The theme of ALIVE Student Conference was 
to not arrive transformed but to continue becoming transformed. 

On top of our four sessions with Donny, we had a small special 
session with him where we learned about LifeWord and what they 
do for people around the world. Many of us were challenged to 
take a leap of faith and join a mission group for over the summer. 
It sparked many conversations and helped us understand the need 
for the Gospel and how God’s people are spreading the Word.  

Other than the sessions we attended, we were able to go to the 
Rec Plex and participate in a plethora of activities. There was ice 
skating, broom hockey, volleyball, basketball, swimming, and a 
lounge area where anyone could sit and play card games. It was a 
great time and we all had a blast getting rid of excess energy. We 
were also able to go to West County Mall where we shopped and 
ate as many samples in the food court as we could. 

2017 ALIVE Conference
Article by Bethel High School Seniors Rachel Licklider & Mandy Dulworth
Pictures by Bethel High School Students Hannah Folk & Rachel Rayfield

this year and brought us several messages on being transformed. 
Romans 12:1-2 was the focus of the messages during our week-

Ministers Resource Ser-
vices (MRS) board of trustees 
has announced the nomination 
of Dr. Steve Crawley for the 
position of executive director. 
He will be recommended at 
the 2018 BMA national meet-
ing, as the current director, Bro. 
Ron Chesser, announced his 
retirement effective May 31, 
2018. Crawley’s occupational 
background includes working 
thirteen years in corporate fi-
nance and accounting, as well 
as working thirteen years for 
LifeWord as chief financial of-
ficer and executive director. He 
has also served BMA LLC as 
financial team leader. His edu-
cational background includes a 
BSBA, MBA, MAR, and PhD. 
He is a member of Antioch 
Baptist Church and resides in 
Conway, Arkansas. “I’m thank-
ful to be nominated by the 
board for this position. I’m also 
thankful for the work of Bro. 
Ron and his staff—Alice, Jane, 
and Sharon. They, along with 
others before them, have laid 
a solid foundation. If approved 
by the churches, I pray God 
will bless our efforts to build on 
this foundation as we strive to 
serve BMA ministers and their 
families.”

Ministers Resource 
Services Board 

Nominates Crawley

Dr. Steve Crawley

Well, Now that Thanksgiving, Christmas, Alive Student Con-
ference, and New Years has past. It’s time to turn our thoughts 
back to camp! At the time of this writing there are 30 Saturdays 
until Camp week. Take away 6-7 to get us through winter, 3-4 
for retreats, 3-4 for doing things with the family and there is only 
half of them left. First day of the year and I’m already behind! 
It’s not really that bad, but the time goes by so fast it seems like 
it sometimes.

I’ve already been promised the vacation days for camp this 
year. That’s a plus, for me anyway. I’m looking forward to camp 
week. Sure I have a long list, seems to grow every time I go to 
camp. But, I also know, no matter what doesn’t get done camp 
week will come. The Lord will Bless. The campers will have a 
great time and it will be worth all the effort. 

It’s January 1st, What kind of list do I have? I’m glad you 
asked. I’ve got a water leak that has to be dug up and repaired. A 
couple toilets to replace. Several toilet seats to replace. A water 
heater drain to replace. We need to get better power to the shower 
houses and work on camper sites. Plus we are hoping to build a 
shed and a mini golf course this year. So, yea we literally have 
more to do than we have time left to get it all done. But that’s 
nothing new.

I’ve been talking with Bro. Michael Treat. He is also excited 
for camp. Be praying for him as he prepares to preach. 

I mentioned the ALIVE Conference earlier. I’d like to take a 
few lines to thank the committee and all involved. ALIVE pro-
vides a great opportunity to renew and prepare for the new year. I 
was a little sickly this year so I didn’t visit much. But nonetheless 
I really enjoyed the conference. Thanks Brad and everyone who 
makes it work.

Chris Polk • P O Box 271 •Matthews MO 63867

Bro. Donny Parish Teaching The Word

• See more pictures and report at ALIVE Page 5 •

Look on Page 8 
for a list of 

2018 Meetings



Happy New Year, Brothers and Sisters in Christ: from Bethel, 
Sikeston! December was a super busy month for everyone. 
Hope you all had a Merry Christmas and that your focus was 
on the most important Gift of all, Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior! Some of our members had an opportunity to go to the 
prison in Tiptonville, TN on the 5th and had a blessed time in 
the Lord, serving 150 inmates food and the Word of God. Two 
men were saved, Praise God! That makes it worth all the effort 
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2017 we hosted the 5th Sun-
day Associational Meeting. 
Seven churches represented 
with a total attendance of 
20. We heard four wonder-
ful messages on “Qualifica-
tions:” Bro. Dale Fish - “Who 
is Qualified to be a Pastor?” 
Bro. David Grubb - “What 
Makes Our Bible the only 
Qualified thing to Use?” Bro. 
Troy Sisk - “What Quali-
fies you for Heaven?” Bro. 
Russell Chitwood - “Why 
Are There Qualifications 
for Church Membership?” 
Lunch was served and it was 
a great time of fellowship and 
learning what was happening 
in the lives of our fellow be-
lievers at this holiday season. 
Remember to pray for our 
sister Churches who are with-
out Pastors. Also pray for all 
our Pastors.  May God con-
tinue to bless us all!  
Troy Sisk, Pastor  • Yvonne 
Hill, Reporter

Greetings from Bethany, 
St. Louis, once again. Yes, 
where did the year go? So 
many of our folks have been 
unable to attend due to illness 
and the weather. We did have 
a white Christmas which was 
beautiful. Bro. Boatright has 
been filling the pulpit for us. 
We thank God for his will-
ingness to help us as we wait 
on God. Due to the extreme 
cold and one of our furnaces 
not working to full capacity 
we cancelled services for the 
last Sunday of the year. God’s 
richest blessings on each and 
everyone this new year. 
Kathy Chapman, reporter

Abundant Life in Christ, 
Charleston, rejoices in the 
profession of faith of three 
adults during December.
Rodney Dunlap, Pastor

HELLO to all from Oak Hill, 
Alton. We hope and pray that 
everyone had a wonderful 
Christmas. The month of De-
cember was a great month at 
Oak Hill. Thank the Lord the 
family of God grew as Bro. 
George Marquette decided 
to join Oak Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church. He was saved 
prior but had never been bap-

tized so Bro. Ed baptized him December 3rd.  December 10th 
Sis. Abby Casey was saved by the grace of God.  December 
17th Bro. Ed baptized Sis. Abby Casey. That evening we sang 
some Christmas songs then we had finger foods and fellow-
ship over in our Fellowship Hall. Christmas Eve we had our 
morning services and gave out treat bags then dismissed the 
evening services to prevent hindering families celebrating to-
gether the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Decem-
ber 31st we dismissed our services because we had too many 
sick. Another blessing was when Carstyn Casey turned one 
year old on December 22nd. I would like to thank everyone 
for praying for me with my health issues, they are getting a lot 
better but still have some more healing needed. We hope and 
pray everyone is well and healthy and enjoying blessings sent 
down from our Father in Heaven throughout the New Year 
2018. Next month I hope I will have some more good news 
to tell you but until then we will be praising and honoring our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God Bless!!
Edward Casey, Pastor • Jennifer Williams, Reporter

Happy New Year from Zion, St. Louis, to our Sister Church-
es! May the Lord bless you in 2018. The past year is gone, and 
we cannot go back and redo things we wish were different.  
Our prayer is 2018 will be a year of spreading and sharing the 
gospel with more and that we will see souls saved and lives 
changed. Our pastor lost his father last month. Bro. Carl Baker 
was a godly man, devoted to his family and to God. Remember 
the Baker family as they grieve the loss of their loved one. We 
are thankful to have Bro. Roy Callahan available to preach in 
the absence of our pastor. In December, the ladies again en-
joyed having a cookie exchange. Several from Zion and some 
friends from other churches, joined as we sang Christmas 
songs to the residents at the Villas in DeSoto and Festus Manor 
in Festus. After singing, we went to Main Street in Festus for 
lunch. There were 17 or 18 of us enjoying a sweet time of fel-
lowship and some really good food. Emmanuel came and par-
ticipated in our Christmas Program on the 3rd Sunday and that 
evening we went to Emmanuel and shared in their Christmas 
program. We send our condolences to the family of Charlene 
Smith, a member of Emmanuel in Lemay, who passed away 
December 31st. Her funeral will be January 4. Pray for this 
family. A wonderful ending to 2017, was celebrating the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Each day is a day closer 
to His return.  May the Lord bless you all in this New Year.
Dennis Baker, Pastor • Norma Womble, Reporter

VVV VVV NEWS BRIEFS VVV VVV

Group from Bethel, Sikeston who served prisoners

of preparing food and gifts and driving an hour and a half to 
get there. One of the prisoners had written some Gospel songs. 
He can sing and play the piano and is an awesome witness to 
all the other inmates. Please pray for these men and others 
that are incarcerated, that they may accept Jesus as their Sav-
ior. The 17th during the evening service our youth presented 
a Christmas program. We are so proud of them. They did an 
awesome job. We served refreshments following the program. 
The 24th our Pastor and his wife went to be with their family 
for Christmas and Bro. Tom McCanless filled the pulpit for 
that day. He brought a powerful message. Thank you, Bro. 
Tom. We love  you and Sis. Janice. The 28th, 11 of our youth 
went to the Youth Alive Conference and reported having a 
great time. The 31st we observed the Lord’s Supper. I can’t 
think of a better way to ring in the New Year. We are looking 
forward to seeing what God has in store for us in 2018. May 
you have a Happy and Blessed New Year!
Billy Davis, Pastor • Joan Wood, Reporter

Stony Point, Mineral Point, sends God’s Blessings for 2018.  
Pastor Claude, Sis Bea and 2 others with 6 youth attended 
the Youth ALIVE conference December 28-30. The youth pre-
sented the afternoon service at church December 31st. God is 
so Good.
Claude Evans, Pastor • Debrah Coleman, Reporter

Greetings from Black Creek of Poplar Bluff! Our families 
wish God blesses you and your family with a wonderful year 
of 2018! We had so much fun at the Youth in Harvest at Zal-
ma Missionary Baptist Church having a snowball fight and 
learning more about the Bible, God’s Holy Word.  We learned 
prophecies in the Old Testament and where they were fulfilled 
in the New Testament. It really bought God’s Word to life.  The 
youth enjoyed Bro. Dale Fish throwing wads of paper (snow-
balls) at them in church and they were eager to participate. 
The 17th of December we celebrated the birth of our Lord and 
Savior with our families and friends at our Christmas Dinner. 
Sis. Joana Lipsey brought a birthday cake for Jesus and we 
all sang “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. Sis. Joana is the newest 
member of Black Creek Church. We had our Christmas Pro-
gram on the evening of the 17th. Sis. Sherry Vance worked 
for several weeks with the children to bring the program “Old 
Star – New Star.”  The children did wonderful, telling the story 
of Jesus’ birth in words and in song. From the youngest to the 
oldest of our youth they did a great job! The last Saturday of 
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FINANCIAL REPORT BMA OF MISSOURI MISSIONS  • December 2017

General Fund: 
 Checking Account:
  Balance November 30, 2017    $ 45,452.97   
  August Receipts:    
    Missions:   $ 1,319.86 
    Total Income:  $ 1,319.86 $     1,319.86  
  Total Available      $ 46,772.83   
  Disbursements:   
   Director’s Salary     $ 600.00
   Christmas Bonus  $          600.00
   Total Disbursements   $        1,200.00 $  (1,200.00)  
 Balance December 31, 2017:   $        45,572.83
  
 Bank of America Savings Account:  
  Balance November 30, 2017   $ (1,100.60)
    Interest:    $ .02 $ .02
 Balance December 31, 2017:   $ 1,100.62
  
 Investment in BMA of Mississippi Revolving Loan Fund: 
  Balance November 30, 2017   $ 100,618.69
    Interest:    $ 0.00 $         0.00
 Balance December 31, 2017:   $ 100,618.69

Total of all Funds December 31, 2107  $ 147,292.14

From Our Director...

Student Missionaries

It Is Exciting to hear of 
all the activities going on in 
our churches as they carry the 
message of salvation to their 
friends and neighbors. We 
have had the privilege of vis-
iting a few churches during 
the holidays and our hearts 
have been blessed with the 
various ways of reaching out 
to others for the Lord. 

Let’s permit this excite-
ment to carry us to greater 
efforts in reaching the lost 
while we have the opportu-
nity. 

Often at the end of a year 
we hear comments about how 
fast the year has passed and 
it is hard to believe the new 
year is HERE! This should 
remind us to be diligent in the 
Lord’s Work and redeem the 
time to bring glory to Him. 

There is no time to waste 
and we need to make every 
moment count for life is pass-
ing and no one knows how 
much time we have before 
our life on earth ends or the 
Lord returns to take us Home. 

We should not be satisfied 
with “just hanging in there,” 
like so many we run into ev-
ery day. God expects us to 
look around us and take the 
opportunities He gives us to 
help others be prepared for 
eternity. We need to look 
within  and see how we can 
improve our attitude, desire, 
and willingness to serve. We 
need to look up and see that 
we draw closer to God every 
day.

Your missions direc-
tor and the special missions 
committee will be meeting 
soon to discuss what we as 
an association of churches 
can do to help one another, to 
reach more lost souls, and to 
see growth in all areas. Pray 
for us that we will let God 
lead us as we plan His work 
in our state.

Thank you for your sup-
port of the work of the BMA 
of Missouri each month. My 
wife and I thank you for the 
Christmas Bonus and for the 
compliments and encourage-
ment we receive as we try to 

do the work God has given 
us. Thank you also for the 
hospitality shown to us when 
we are visiting in our church-
es. 

As we continue to serve, 
it is our prayer that we will 
do so with willing hearts 
full of love for lost souls and 
warmed by the sweet fellow-
ship we enjoy with our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.

We rejoice as we see new 
leaders coming to some of 
our churches who have been 
searching for pastors. We 
welcome Bro. and Sis. Max-
well back to Missouri as Bro. 
Aaron has accepted the pas-
torate of Landmark Baptist 
in DeSoto. May our numbers 
increase!

I Timothy 6:12 encourag-
es us to “Fight the good fight 
of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, whereunto thou art also 
called, and hast professed a 
good profession before many 
witnesses.” May we be faith-
ful witnesses while we wait 
on our Lord to come and take 
us home!

A growing ministry opportunity is gaining interest among 
students in the BMA of America. Through the S.O.A.R. meet-
ing each summer and other conferences similar to our Mis-
souri ALIVE Conference students are becoming aware of the 
opportunity to get involved in Missions here in the states and 
around the world. Our National Departments help recruit and 
prepare students to visit mission fields and learn firsthand what 
is going on. They must apply and attend preparation meetings 
and raise their own funds for these trips. 

If you are interested please contact the BMAAmerica.org 
for more information. They can give you the information you 
need.

Some of our students in BMA of Missouri churches are 
getting involved in this ministry and perhaps it is time for us 
as an association to come up with a plan to help our students 
financially as they seek God’s will in this ministry. 

Your Special Missions Committee of the BMA of Missouri 
will be discussing this possibility when we meet before our 
mid-year meeting. If you have information you would like to 
share with the committee, questions about what we can do, or 
other helpful input please contact a committee member or our 
Director of Missions soon. Committee members are: Russell 
Chitwood, Don Burke, Brian Meade, Dan Wisely, Dale Fish, 
Ben Kingston, and Claude Evans.

If there are any of our students who are presently planning 
a mission trip please let the Missions Director or a committee-
man know so we can see if there is some way we can help you. 

MISSION:DOMINICAN
 December 2017 

Jesse, Rebecca, Colton, Elisha & Lydia
Hales Family Happenings

I put my bag on the table with the rest and waited my turn 
for the pat-down and weapons check.  No, we weren’t at an 
airport.  We had just arrived at youth camp with 242 youth 
and some great youth leaders from our churches.  I stood 
there very thankful for the tight security because I knew ex-
actly why it was there. I was even more thankful for it by the 
end of the next day when I had lost count of how many fights 
had been broken up. There was a lot more that I was thankful 
for as well.  I was thankful for the Rawlings Foundation who 
hosted us for free, allowing us to have this opportunity we 
otherwise would have never had. I was thankful for the hard 
work and love of our youth leaders and pastors who brought 
these youth out of some tough homes and neighborhoods and 
brought them together for an overnight Christ-focused breath 
of fresh air. Mostly I was thankful for God who touched hearts 
like only He can and brought several to salvation.

PRAISE… 
•    For a successful youth camp with several youth trusting 

Jesus for salvation.
•    For the 12 new faces we got to meet at the Nagua church 

this visit.
•    For the money that was provided for each of our church-

es to be able to do something special for the children this 
Christmas. 

 PRAY… 
•    For God’s leadership as we make ministry plans for the 

coming year.
•    For continued growth in the Nagua church and encour-

agement for the pastor’s family.
•    For more men to become an active part of the church 

in Loyola. 
TO SUPPORT US: Mark all contributions for  “Jesse Hales”
 Make checks payable to:
   BMA Missions • PO Box 878 • Conway, AR 72033
Or give online at: bmamissions.securegive.com
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George W. Endicott, 95 of 
Jonesboro, AR, died December 
12th following a heart attack. 

He surrendered to the min-
istry in 1936, and was ordained 
July 23,1936 at Shady Grove 
Baptist Church near Bakers-
field, MO. He was a state 
missionary in Missouri and 

Former Missouri 
Pastor Called 

Home

G.W. Endicott
pastored several churches here, and in Texas and Arkansas, 
including: Prairie at Lake City; Walnut Grove at Dixie; West 
Race at Searcy; First at Taylor and Little River in Lost Cain 
community.

Bro. Endicott attended Jacksonville Baptist College at 
Jacksonville,Texas and went on to graduate from Arkansas 
State College (now Arkansas State University), receiving a 
BSE in 1953 and a Master of Science degree in 1957.

In addition to serving as full time pastor, he taught school 
and served as high school principal at Dixie High School for 
several years. He also taught Religion at Columbia Bible 
School in Magnolia, AR, and served on the Board of Trustees 
of Central Baptist College.

On the BMA district level, he served as moderator of the 
Jonesboro, Mt. Calvary and Columbia associations.

Survivors include his wife of 74 years, the former Lois 
Irene Overall of Dixie.

Graveside services were held December 14th at Nettleton 
Cemetery, under the direction of Emerson Funeral Home.

Jerry Jolly officiated, and Gary Gipson brought the special 
music.

• NEWS From Page 2 •
For us at Landmark Baptist Church, DeSoto, 2017 has 
come and gone, but God is giving us 2018 to work for Him 
more than than we did in the previous year.  Every year I tell 
myself that I am going to do more, pray more, study His Word 
more and witness more.  I usually fail miserably.  I am so glad 
that He continues to love me and forgive me for my failures. 
December has been an eventful month for us.  Many of you 
already know that we have called Bro. Aaron Maxwell to be 
our pastor. He has accepted and will be on the field full time as 
soon as we get the parsonage up to snuff, so to speak, so they 
can move in. This extremely cold weather has not helped the 
process at all. Hopefully, it will be ready at least by the middle 
of January, but we don’t have a promise of that happening. 
Landmark did participate in the Christmas parade in DeSoto. 
There were several that rode the float and some rode in the 
church van following the float.  Bro. David Crites preached for 
us the morning and evening of December 12th. We enjoyed 
his preaching and we, personally, enjoyed having him and Sis.
Sylvia in our home that afternoon. We didn’t have evening 
services the 24th or the 31st.  The 24th, not very many could 
attend, and the 31st because of the extreme cold. We held our 
WMA Christmas party and revealing of Secret Sisters on the 
7th. We even take the men along that want to come so they 
can buy our dinner. We have several prayer requests. Bro. 
Denby has been quite ill a couple of times this month.  We 
have been in contact with a lady named Gloria, that has to 
have knee surgery, which had to be postponed due to her hav-
ing the flu. We lost a church member in October or November, 
Bro. James Williams. Sunday morning we got word that his 
oldest grandson had passed.  He was quite young. His family 
needs your prayers. We have a very special request. A young 
couple expecting their 2nd child and there is a very serious 
problem with the baby. They are not members, but come fairly 
often. The young lady’s mother and grandmother are very ac-
tive members. We offer our sympathy to Sis. Bobbi Hall as she 
lost her mother this month. The great news was that she knew 
the Lord as her Savior. Bro. Elva Asberry spent some time in 
the hospital this month, but was back at church the following 
Sunday. We should all be that dedicated. Until next month or 
the Lord’s Return,
Aaron Maxwell, Pastor • Sharon Page, Reporter

Happy New Year and greetings from your friends at Faith 
Baptist Church in Saint Charles! 2017 was a year of bless-
ing for our church, with nearly 30 souls being added to our 
number, either by baptism or letter. We even had to take some 
room from some unused classrooms/storage space to expand 
our fellowship hall! Thankfully that project was finished just 
in time for our annual Thanksgiving dinner, which is one of 
our big outreach events each year. In December, several of 
our ladies met for the annual Christmas party and Secret Sis-
ter reveal. Each year, ladies of the church meet to exchange 
one final gift with their Secret Sister, based on names that are 
drawn the year before. Throughout the year, those involved 
leave packages in the designated basket for their Sisters on 
special occasions. Buying gifts and praying for someone all 
year is an amazing way to get closer to that person! As is prob-
ably the case for many others, this winter has brought on an 
overwhelming amount of physical sickness, and every week 
a different pew has people missing. Whenever we are unable 
to fellowship with our whole family, we feel the void, and we 
look forward to everyone’s healthy return! We look forward to 
what 2018 will bring as we continue faithfully in the Lord, and 
pray that He will continue to add to His number in every place.
Justin Arender, Pastor • Annaliese Wagner, Reporter

Lower Doe Run, Ellington. Where do they go after the Youth 
Alive Conference? Hundreds of youth attended the conference 

December 28-30, listening 
intently to the Scripture ex-
pounded by our new director 
of LifeWord, Donnie Parrish, 
loudly proclaiming their wor-
ship to our Lord Jesus Christ 
and seeking excitement in 
that experience. I attend joy-
ously every year.  Dakota 
asked how old do you need 
to be a sponsor/chaperone.  I 
answered, “ when you have a 
group to go with you.” I am 
sad when I don’t see many 
of them until the next camp 
or conference. Romans 12:1-
2 fed us and hopefully will 
transform us daily as we walk 
with the Lord in His Word 
and we pour out into anoth-
er. I pray that each of us sit 
in the middle chair as we are 
poured into by the one on the 
right and we pour out into the 
one on our left.  We do need 
to be making disciples as we 
become more like Jesus. We 
had to cancel service because 
of the extreme cold on New 
Year’s Eve. We send our sym-
pathy to Sis. Maudeline Edith 
Burns and her dear family 
in the death of her young-
est daughter, Charlene. We 
were thankful to help the An-
tioch Church and Emmanuel 
Church serve funeral dinner 
in love for them. Continue to 
pray for our congregation and  
healing for all the sickness.
Melvin Meade, Pastor • Car-
olyn Meade, Reporter

Charlene Sue Seay-Smith 
daughter of Edith Maudeline 
Chitwood Amsden Burns and 
the late Walter H. Amsden was 
born in St. Louis, Missouri, on 
September 20, 1956. She de-
parted this life at Barnes Jew-
ish Hospital in St. Louis, Mis-

Faithful Soldier 
Called Home

souri, on December 31, 2017, at the age of 61.
Charlene was a member of the Emmanuel Missionary Bap-

tist Church in St. Louis, Missouri. She was saved at an early 
age and she loved the Lord. Charlene enjoyed the time she got 
to spend with her family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her father, a sister, Shelia 
Amsden, one infant daughter, two brothers-in-law, Michael 
Dobelman and Jerry Dutka.

Charlene is survived by her mother Edith Maudeline Burns 
of Ellington, Missouri, two daughters, Grace Smith of St. 
Louis, Missouri, Susan Smith of Litchfield, Illinois, three sis-
ters, Darlene Dobelman of Springfield, Missouri, Janet Cong-
den and husband Jeff of St. Charles, Missouri, Paula Quarles 
and husband Mark of Conway, Arkansas, four nephews and 
one niece. Charlene will be deeply missed by her family and 
many friends who will mourn her passing.

Visitation: Thursday, January 4th 10 a.m. Funeral Services 
to follow at 2 p.m. at McSpadden Funeral Home in Ellington.                                                                    

Ministers: Pastor David Griggs assisted by Pastor Darran 
Griggs                                                                   

Burial: Pumpkin Hollow Cemetery                                                                                                            

Charlene Sue Seay-SmithWhen it comes to 
following God, do just 

that: FOLLOW!
Stop  giving God 

orders and squeezing 
Him into your mold. 

Quit making your 
plans and directing 

your own way. Cease 
from politicking, 

manipulating, 
conniving, and 

working your way to 
the top. Wait on the 
Lord and “in all thy 
ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths.”

Dose of  Reality
by Joseph Harris

Midnight 
Musings
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• More Pictures and Report on ALIVE From Page 1 •
Late Friday evening, we were entertained by illusionist, 

Illusionist Jared Hall & “Assistant”
Jared Hall. He did an outstanding job getting us to laugh and 
be amazed at his talent. 

Summer Hill, Our Worship Team, leading us in Praise to God

A big take away from this conference is the process of be-
ing transformed. Donny said being transformed is not reach-
ing the top of the mountain but is the climb up it. It is easy 
to get caught up with busy schedules and things in today’s 
society, but the goal is to continue to be a living sacrifice and 

Bro. Donny Driving Home Another Point About Being Transformed
do our best for God. When we transform, we show God’s light 
to the world and become more like Him. 

We thank everyone again for making ALIVE Student Con-
ference 2017 happen and can’t wait for next year!

First Quarter 2017-2018 
Financial Report 

Missouri Missionary Baptist Paper
October 2017 - December 2017

Balance: October 1, 2017 $           7,967.85  
        Receipts:                        $           3,383.30  
     Total Available:                         $         11,351.15  
     Disbursements:                 $         (5,316.42) 
     Balance: December 31, 2017  $           6,034.73

First Quarter 2017-2018 
Financial Report 

Kenneth Gibson Seminary 
Student Grant Fund

October 2017 – December 2017
Balance: October 1, 2017 $           11,538.16 

     Receipts:                     $                    0.00  
     Total Available:                         $           11,538.16  
     Disbursements:                 $               (136.28) 
     Balance: December 31, 2017  $           11,401.88

The FREE course for Spring 2018 
Introduction to Christian Ethics - CE111cf.

Course Description
Ethics deal with the process of determining what is right and wrong 

morally. This course surveys the scope of ethics and emphasizes Christian 
ethics formulated from God’s Word. 

The course gives attention to contemporary ethical issues, 
historical ethical writings, 

and the comparison or contrasts of Christian ethics 
with opposing ethical views.

Textbook: 
Choosing the Good by Dennis P. Hollinger, 

Baker Academic, ISBN 0-8010-2563

The course will begin February 5, 2018. 
Interested students should go online to register or contact the seminary.

To apply go to www.bmats.edu/free
Phone: 903-586-2501

Toll Free: 800-259-5673
E-mail: bmats@bmats.edu

Tony Cleaver
Distance Education

BMA Seminary  

Lisa Henderson, Dean’s Assistant
Dr. Philip Attebery, Dean

BMA Theological Seminary
P. O. Box 670 • Jacksonville, TX 75766

903-586-2501 • 800-259-5673 • www.bmats.edu

Quarterly Reports
The two quarterly financial 

reports on this page are printed 
to help our supporters know 
where these departments stand 
financial without waiting for the 
annual report each fall. 

We thank those churches 
and individuals that support 
these ministries of the BMA of 
Missouri along with their sup-
port of State Missions (which re-
port appears each month in this 
publication.

If you have any ques-
tions about these ministries 
please contact the editor.



WMA & GMA NEWS
Articles for this column may be sent to 
  WMA Secretary:   Norma Womble
   7421 Hillsboro House Spg. Rd.
   Cedar Hill, MO 63016
           e-mail - nrwomble@juno.com

Send all WMA Offerings to:
STATE WMA TREASURER:
 Connie Reifsteck
 P.O. Box 190493
 St. Louis, MO 63119

Send all GMA Offerings to:
STATE GMA TREASURER
 Shelia Polk
 P.O. Box 259
 Matthews, MO 63867
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  JUDEO-CHRISTIAN HERITAGE  
Pornography – The National Shame • Ephesians 5:3-5

Some say that pornography such as (sex magazines and 
videos) is a victimless crime.  The Bible exposes sexual ex-
plicit magazines for what they really are…smut and filth from 
Satan’s domain.

Paul the Apostle told the Ephesian culture in Chapter 5 
verse 3 not to even let impurity be named among them.  Our 
modern era has to contend with sex parlors, topless bars, por-
no magazine stands, video stores, sex cable channels, regu-
lar T.V. programming, and dial-a-porn telephone services to 
satisfy one’s lust for sex.  Most in the American culture are 
willfully ignorant of just how vicious this moral plague has 
become and how devastatingly widespread it is.

We wish to investigate:
Adult Pornography: 

The U.S. Justice Department in recent years authorized a 
study to determine what role Playboy, Hustler, and other sexu-
ally explicit pornography plays in juvenile delinquency, teen-
age violence, sexual abuse, and sexual exploitation of chil-
dren.  This research was sponsored by the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) and the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children.  The research is 
to be used by police to forecast behavior of juveniles exposed 
to pornography.

Jesus stated in Mark 7:20-23 that the natural-carnal man 
will have an evil eye of lasciviousness and foolishness, and He 
ends the quote that these things defile a man.  Pornography in 
the end becomes ugly and sinfully dangerous.

The sex business made Hugh Hefner worth more than 
$148 million.  Forbes magazine states:  “The magazine He-
fner founded, Playboy, was among the prime movers of the 
sexual revolution that helped legitimize pornography and the 
so called soft-porno.”

Christian News Network claims: “The “naughty maga-
zines” of the last generation bear little relation to the porn of 
today. Far from the skimpily clad or bare breasted models of 
yesterday, the more than 100 porno magazine titles available 
today depict: (1) sexual intercourse (2) homosexual acts, (3) 
explicit group sex, (4) sex between people and animals, (5) 
depictions of bondage, (6) torture sex, (7) and rape sex.

F.B.I. reports that this past year the “adult” film business 
at hundreds of X-rated theaters in the U.S. will attract 2.75 
million admissions per week. No wonder the Apostle Peter 
cried out to the brethren in I Peter 2:11…”Dearly beloved, 

I beseech you… to abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul…”

Kiddie Porn:
The proper term is known 

as “pedophilia perversion” 
or child sex. Each year in 
America 704,000 children 
are reported missing. Some 
are runaways that will be 
home in 72 hours, but more 
than 2,000 per day will never 
be found. The F.B.I. law en-
forcement bulletin describes 
these strangers abducting 
children are usually psychot-
ics, baby sellers, pornogra-
phers, pedophiles, and serial 
killers.

Children have become a 
product for sale. A magazine 
of obscene pictures of chil-
dren (2 to 13 years) can be 
produced for 50 cents and 
sold for as much as $12.50.  
The two leading American 
publications are “Lust for 
Children” and “Child Disci-
pline.” The proliferation of 
internet child pornography 
has exploded in America.

A Los Angeles child por-
nographer produced a travel 
guide, “Where the Young 
Ones Are.” It listed 378 plac-
es in 54 cities in 34 states 
where a child could be found 
for sexual services.

Book Recommendations by 
Dr. Adams: 

1.  “What’s the Big Deal 
about Pornography?” Dr. Jill 
C. Manning 

2.  “Undefiled” Harry 
Schaumburg 

3.  “Pure Eyes, Clean 
Heart” Craig and Jen Fergu-
son 

4.  “The Bible” By God & 
His Son

Moral Action
Baptist Missionary Association of America

Dr. John M. Adams, Director 
P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863 

On The Web at www.macbma.net/ 
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and I want to 
wish you a Happy New Year! Last year flew by in a hurry and 
before you know it will be time for our next National WMA 
meeting in Jackson, Mississippi!

I have been getting acquainted with our guest speaker, 
Kim Crabill through her Roses and Rainbow devotional times 
on Facebook and I have been reading her book “Burdens to 
Blessings.” I am really looking forward to seeing and hearing 
her in person! She is truly an inspiration.  

We hope to have a fun time for fellowship and all have 
lunch together. We will also honor pastor’s wives and widows 
during this time. I just want to send a reminder to all WMA 
groups that we need donations to help make this more afford-
able for all ladies to attend the luncheon. We don’t want the 
cost to keep anyone from attending. We need these donations 
by January 31st in order to have time for those attending 
to reserve their place and pay for their plate. Time is of the 
essence!  

Don’t forget our business meeting will be Monday, April 
16 and the program will be Tuesday, April 17. The schedule 
has been changed to allow more time for our program which is 
intended to help meet spiritual needs and outbreak sessions in 
the afternoon to provide information to aid in service

I hope you and your WMA will be in prayer for this meet-
ing and seriously consider this need and I hope you will have 
a good number of your ladies come to the meeting!

God Bless You!
Jodi Rhea, 1st Vice President

National WMA Reminder

Should Churches Become Like the 
World in Order To Win Souls?
by Grover Laird • 7030 Dorsey-Evergreen Rd. • Fulton, MS 38843

What is the meaning of I Corinthians 9:22? “To the weak 
became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.”

A number of times in this 
9th chapter of I Corinthians, 
Paul expresses deep concern 
that he would never do any-
thing that would abuse his 
power in the gospel, or hin-
der the effectiveness of the 
gospel (Chapter 9:12, 18).

He even made himself a 
servant to all people in or-
der to win them to Christ 
(9:19). Whoever they were, 
he sought to understand them 
and make them feel comfort-
able in his presence. He did 

all of this that he might gain them for Christ. He could have 
been following the example of Jesus in all of this (Luke 15:1-
40.

We should not debate with sinners over doctrinal issues 
when we are seeking to bring them to Christ. Jesus sought to 
avoid being pulled in on controversial subjects with those He 
was seeking to win (John 4:20-21).

We should not be concerned about dress codes that are vio-
lated by sinners, who come to our services seeking peace with 
God. We should go to all ends to keep from hindering sinners 
in coming to Jesus for salvation. We should be made all things 
to all men that we might by all means save some. I feel this is 
what I Corinthians 9:22 is teaching. The verse does not teach, 
however, that we are to change our churches to resemble the 

• See CHURCHES Page 7•

Missouri State WMA Project
Ladies, just a reminder that project money needs to be sent 

to the treasurer no later than February 15, 2018 for credit to 
the 2017-2018 project.  This project benefits the Andy Lah-
mann work fund, the Missouri Missionary Baptist paper, our 
youth fund, and our general fund.  I hope you have read the 
various reports about the Navajo Indian mission work that 
were printed in the paper, as well as viewed the posts on our 
state Facebook page.   Our Youth Director and Asst. Youth 
Director, Sis. Shelia Polk and Sis. Karen Magee, are very good 
about keeping us updated through Facebook about our youth 
activities.  And, as always, our accommodating Editor, Bro. 
James Hoffmann, allows us to keep our work and news before 
you through The Missouri Missionary Baptist paper, for those 
who prefer the printed media!  

Remember, project funds need to be sent to Connie Rei-
fsteck,  Treasurer, P. O. Box 190493, St. Louis, MO  63119 
no later than February 15, 2018 for credit to the 2017-2018 
project fund.



Brothers.... Dealing with men's issues 
and Promoting the Fellowship & Growth 

of Men in the BMA of Missouri

Page 7 • Missouri Missionary Baptist • January 9. 2018

The first Chapter of the Bible is a description of the phe-
nomenal beginning of all of creation. Genesis 1:1, In the be-
ginning God created the heaven and the earth. Let’s take a few 
moments and try to visualize the beauty of God’s creation the 
moment He finished creating.  Envision the stunning display 
of the blue sky, bright yellow moon, and the remarkable color 
of the sun.  There was no smoke or smog to impair our view.  
Marvel at the beautiful deep blues of the seas and oceans and 
the clearness of the rivers and streams.   Think about the awe-
some sight of the various colors and shapes of the birds, fish, 
animals, and plant life.  See, in your mind’s eye, the strength 
and innocents of the first man and women.  They had never 
experienced pain, suffering, or sin. As God said, Genesis 1:31, 
And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good.  What a phenomenal beginning!  

However, the ending is better than the beginning!  The next 
to last verse of the Bible contains the promise than Jesus is 
coming quickly. Revelation 22:20, “He which testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.”

The pages of the Bible between the first chapter and the 
last chapter are more about God’s relationship with mankind 
than about His creation of the heaven and earth.  They con-
tain the interaction between man’s free will and God’s sover-
eignty.  The Scriptures are about God’s salvation history from 
beginning to the end.  The New Testament account of the cru-
cifixion of Jesus is a fulfilment of God’s promise to provide 
a Savior. Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” A study of the 
Old Testament history of Israel is about God’s promise, that 
through Jesus Christ, Abraham would be a blessing to all na-
tions. Genesis 12:1-3, “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make 
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in 
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”

The pages provide insight to God’s righteous nature and 
His judgment of nations, of mankind, and His creation.  They 
contain warnings about end time events.  However, in the end, 
the final chapter of God’s salvation plan will have arrived.  
God’s creation had a phenomenal beginning, its beauty is 
beyond description. For the believer, Jesus’ coming, and the 
eternal age is even better! The ending is better than the begin-
ning!

Until then, The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen. 

Something To Think About
The Ending Better Than The Beginning

by Dennis Baker, Brotherhood President

For eight years, Drom de Romangue, LifeWord’s thirty-
minute gypsy broadcast, has aired on Saturday nights to gyp-
sies all over Europe and beyond. Bogdan Bilav is LifeWord’s 
visionary leaders (and BMA missionary) in Romania main-
tains that broadcast and ministers to its listeners. Now that 
ministry will expand even further thanks to a recent media 
training involving Bro. Bogdan, LifeWord Programming Di-
rector Rick Russell, and a group of enthusiastic gypsies.

The first week in December, Rick and I, along with BMA 
Missions’ Mati Spencer and missionary-elect Bryan Risner, 
traveled to Romania to witness a historic broadcast created by 
gypsies for gypsies: Rick to train them and me to witness and 
record this long-anticipated event. On the first day of training, 
Bro. Bogdan and the team met these men at a church in Nusfa-
lau, not far from where he lives in Simlieu-Sylvanei. 

With Bro. Bogdan translating, Rick welcomed them with 
the following words: “For the very first time, there are two 
generations of men, young and old, that have grown up as be-
lievers. To me, it’s just phenomenal, and I’m excited to be here 
and be part of it. Bogdan has been telling me how the gypsy 
community of believers is growing, and now we have the ca-
pability to reach beyond the villages. Since you all have the 
internet in your hand and can reach so many more, this week 
we are teaching you to share your faith through your phones. 
You will be the voice of the gypsy people.”

LifeWord Training in Romania
by Holli Meriweather

Caption: Missionary Bogdan Bilav (far left), Lifeword Programming 
Director Rick Russell (behind him) and Bryan Risner (missionary-elect 
to Romania, third from left) pose with the ten Romanian trainees and a 

helper in a Nusfalau, Salaj, Romania, church.

Rick’s first task for the men was to consider what their 
broadcast should include. First, he led them through a discus-
sion of the best way to reach lost people. Their first sugges-
tions for content were the obvious ones: sharing and preaching 
the gospel, Bible-reading, songs and testimonies. However, 
Rick explained, they were “thinking like Christians” instead 
of non-Christians. Once they began to think about their own 
cultural interests, skills and knowledge, they understood, as 
one man said, that Rick was not “here to tell us what is work-
ing in the States, but to get us to decide what can work for us.” 

At the end of Day One, they were given their homework: 
Create a one-and-a-half-minute broadcast without the “intros” 
and “outros.” The app they use to create the broadcast is called 
“Spreaker” and comes complete with sound effects, music, 

and applause. 
Day Two began with lis-

tening to those broadcasts 
and critiquing them. It con-
cluded with an explanation of 
the different aspects and tools 
in Spreaker. Their homework 
for the next day was to create 
an entire broadcast except the 
intro and outro, then down-
load music to include in it.

Day Three was spent 
“working out the bugs” in 
Spreaker and solving the 
technical problems they had 
run into. Rick told them to tag 
their broadcasts “Romanes” 
(the common name of their 
language) so gypsies search-
ing on the Internet can easily 
find it. Their assignment for 
the last day was to complete 
their broadcasts and upload 
to Spreaker and Facebook.

Finally, on Day Four of 
training, they created a two-
hour live broadcast. Ten 
faithful men, young and old, 
gathered on Saturday morn-
ing to debut a program de-
signed for their own people 
group, the most despised in 
Europe. While several men 
listened in Bogdan’s van and 
others on their cell phones, 
the rest recorded short ser-
mons and songs they’ve been 
practicing throughout the 
week. Their excitement and 
emotion was felt by everyone 
in that small church.

Bro. Bogdan’s vision, 
which he has been praying 
about for many months, was 
to train and encourage a new 
generation to use the “internet 
in their hands” to tell gypsies 
everywhere about the uncon-
ditional love of Jesus. At the 
end of training, he praised the 
Lord for answered prayer and 
Lifeword training and sup-
port; but Rick, Mati, Bryan 
and I were the ones blessed 
to witness the culmination of 
this ministry dream.

world in an effort to win sinners. There are several reasons 
for taking this position. First, many Scriptures call upon us to 
separate from the world, rather than conform to it. And this 
would surely be true of the Lord’s church and her worship 
services. Prayerfully consider some verses.

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world. And the  world passeth away, and the lust thereof, 

• CHURCHES From Page 6 •
but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever.”(I John 
2:17)

“And be not conformed to 
this world, but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good and ac-
ceptable, and perfect will of 
God.” (Romans 12:2)

“Pure religion and unde-
filed before God and the Fa-

ther is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic-
tion, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” (James 
1:27)

“Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned 
mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy 
and profane, neither have they showed difference between the 
unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my Sab-
baths, and I am profaned among them.” (Ezekiel 22:26)

“Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the will of God and 
our Father.” (Galatians 1:4)

• See CHURCHES Page 8 •



The following names are listed as a service to our churches in keeping you 
informed as to preachers that are available.  The publishing of a preacher's 
availability for preaching appointments or pastoral work should not be 
considered as a recommendation by the Missouri Missionary Baptist.  A 
name is published at the request of the individual and will be published 
until a request is received to remove it.

AVAILABLE PREACHERS

Page 8 • Missouri Missionary Baptist • January 9. 2018

Joseph Duckworth, a member of Kewanee Missionary Baptist 
church is available for Preaching or however the Lord leads. Contact 
him at 573-521-8039.     

Caleb Houston, youth minister of Kewanee is available for 
weekend revivals, youth events, and pulpit supply. Contact him 
at 573-521-7826 or calebhouston@yahoo.com.     

Denver Page, a member of Landmark Baptist Church in DeSoto 
is available for pulpit supply as God leads. He can be contacted by 
home phone 636-942-3503 or cell phone 314-283-7243.    

James Hoffmann, is available for pulpit supply. Contact him at 
314-277-8644 or by e-mail at jmhoff@charter.net.  

Brian Adams, a member of First Missionary Baptist Church of 
Matthews is available to preach or as the Lord leads. Contact him 
by e-mail at bkadams27@yahoo.com or by phone 217-779-9264

Len Young, a member of Lakewood Baptist Church, Potosi is 
available to preach. Contact him at home 573-786-2485, by cell 
573-247-6623, or e-mail libertybooks04@gmail.com.

Baptist Missionary Association 2018 Meetings
National:
   Annual Session
 Date:    April 16-18
 Place:   Jackson Convention Complex, Jackson, MS
 Headquarters Hotel: The Hilton Garden Inn & Marriott Sleep Inn & Suites

BMA of Missouri:
   WMA & Brotherhood
 Date:   March 3
 Place:   Zion Baptist Church, St. Louis
 Annual Message: Dennis Baker

  Mission Symposium
 Date:   May 18
 Place:   Zion Baptist Church, St. Louis

 Mid-Year Business Meeting 
 Date:   May 19
 Place:   Zion Baptist Church, St. Louis

  Annual State Camp  
 Date:   July 30 - August 3
 Place:   Camp Garwood

  Annual Association Meeting
 Date:   October 27 
 Place:   Bethel Baptist Church, Lonedell

NOTE: As we learn of other BMA meetings they will be posted. Please send information 
you have to mmbpaper@charter.com

Would the Lord Jesus give His life to “deliver us from 
this present evil world,” and then encourage His churches to 
change things around in order to look more like it? I don’t 
think so!

Consider a second reason why we should not change our 
churches to resemble the lost world. It could hinder sinners in 
coming to Jesus rather than help them come to Jesus.

Let me give you an example. Once a man decided he would 
go to church with his wife, something he had not done for 
years. When he entered the sanctuary, there was a rock band 
at the altar. His response was, “I couldn’t believe what I was 
seeing.” Then he said, “When they began to play, I felt like 
throwing up. I know what that music stands for.”

Some of these bands in their concerts seek to resemble the 
rock bands of the world in every way possible, even to the 
point of making bare their abdomens. This is not what I Cor-
inthians 9:22 is teaching. Some come to our churches look-
ing for something different from what the world offers them, 
something to satisfy the hunger of their souls.

If we experience true conversions and lasting results from 
our ministries, it will be the result of a working of God’s 
Holy Spirit. Bringing people to Christ and building Scriptural 
churches cannot be done by the might and power of man - 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD 
of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6)

No one can come to Christ unless the Spirit draws him - 
“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent 
me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” (John 
6:44)

Unless the Lord builds the house, it will not actually be 
built - “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain 
that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain.” (Psalm 127:1)

If results come from our efforts, the Lord will have to give 

• CHURCHES From Page 7 • them - “I have planted, Apol-
los watered, but God gave the 
increase.” (I Corinthians 3:6)

We can no more produce 
fruit, in our efforts to win 
souls and build churches, 
than a branch from a grape-
vine can bear  grapes that 
has been broken off the vine 
and thrown up on the fence. 
“Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide 
in the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me.” (John 
15:4)

But do not the churches 
that change things around 
to look more like the world 
win more people than the 
churches that do not? I think 
that this question could have 
more than one answer. But 
consider one thing; many of 
these pastors are dedicated 
men who pray and witness, 
and lead their church to do 
the same. And this is the part 
of their ministry that God is 
using and blessing. 

What I am trying to say 
in all of this is, I Corinthians 
9:22 teaches the soul winner 
to get down where the sinner 
is in an effort to win him, but 

Can You Pray the Lord’s Prayer??
I cannot say “Our” if I live only for myself.
I cannot say “Father” if I do not endeavor each day to act   
 like His child.
I cannot say “who art in heaven” if I am laying up no 
 treasure there
I cannot say “hallowed be thy name” if I am not striving for
 holiness.
I cannot say “thy Kingdom come” if I am not doing all in my
 power to hasten that wonderful event.
I cannot say “thy will be done” if I am disobedient to His   
 Word.
I cannot say “on earth as it is in heaven” if I’ll not serve Him
 here and now.
I cannot say “give us this day our daily bread” if I am 
 dishonest or seeking things by subterfuge.
I cannot say “forgive us our debts” if I harbor a grudge 
 against anyone.
I cannot say “lead us not into temptation” if I deliberately
 place myself in its path.
I cannot say “deliver us from evil” if I do not put on the whole
 armor of God.
I cannot say “thine is the kingdom” if I do not give the King
 the loyalty due him from a faithful subject.
I cannot attribute to  Him “the power” if I fear what men 
 may do
I cannot ascribe to Him “the glory” if I’m seeking honor only 
 for myself.
and,
I cannot say “forever” if the horizon of my life is bounded
 completely by time.

it does not teach us to make our church look more like the 
world that the Lord  has chosen us “out of,”   (John 15:19) and 
died to “deliver us from,” (Galatians 1:4.)

I just feel that there would be more lasting results if we 
would seek to please the Lord so that He would bring the peo-
ple and work with them, rather than try to please the world so 
that they would come. 


