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National Meeting Sees Changes

BMAA Holds Annual 
Meeting in Norman

The annual message will be 
brought by Missionary to Mex-
ico Eric Johnson with Mark 
Livingston serving as the alter-
nate. The 2015 meting will be 
held in Springfield, Missouri. 
The messengers accepted the 
recommendation of the Com-
mittee on Arrangements to hold 
the 2016 meeting in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee.

Constitutional Change
A constitutional change 

adopted by the Association in-
creases the size of the Commit-
tee on Arrangements to seven 
(7) members and changes the 

2012 Minutes Available
The 2012 BMA of Missouri Minute Books will be avail-
able at the Mid-Year Meeting. Those not picked up will be 
mailed to those who requested them on your church letters. 

The electronic form of the 2012 Minute Book (PDF 
format) is also available along with previous Minutes on the 
BMA of MO page on my website. The new 2013 Annual 

Church Letter is also available to download and print. 
Go to:

 http://ozarkinspirations.web.com/bmaofmo.htm.
Don Burke,  Clerk

Revival
Ohlman Baptist Church • Bunker, MO

May 15-17 • 7:00 p.m. 
Evangelist • Leon Harvey  

Special Music each evening
If you can, come! If you can’t come, PRAY!!

The Baptist Missionary As-
sociation of America held its 
2013 meeting at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel and Conference 
Center in Norman, Oklahoma.  
The meeting got underway on 
Monday evening, April 22, 
with the President’s message. 
The theme for the message and 
this year’s meeting was “We 
Must.” President Ed Stephen-
son introduced the meeting’s 
theme using Luke 2:43-49.

In verse 49 Jesus made this 
statement, “I must be about my 
Father’s business.” Stephen-
son used a number of scriptures 
with the statement “must” in 
them. A few of his points were 
“We Must be Great Commis-
sion committed,” We must bap-

tize, We must teach, We must 
be committed to discipleship, 
We must preach the Word, We 
must not give up, We must wor-
ship. He stressed the “musts” in 
scripture, which set the tone 
for the entire meeting. These 
“musts” are seen on a daily ba-
sis in the work of the various 
departments and commissions 
of the BMA of America. Each 
report reflected the “musts” 
of the scriptures and the need 
to “do” the work given to the 
church.

Officers
The current officers were 

elected to continue in their po-
sitions as follows: President Ed 
Stephenson, pastor of Springhill 

Baptist Church, Greenbrier, 
Arkansas; First Vice-presi-
dent Jason Aultman, pastor 
of Antioch Church, Conway, 
Arkansas; and Second Vice-
president Paul White, direc-
tor of Missions for the BMA 
of Arkansas. Continuing as 
Recording Secretaries are 
James Ray Raines, pastor of 
Lynch View Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, Arkansas; 
Jerome Cooper, Publishing 
Ministry Director of Disci-
pleGuide Church Resources; 
and Greg Medenwald, pastor 
of Magnolia Baptist Church, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

The 2014 meeting will be 
held at the Statehouse Con-
vention Center, Little Rock, 
Arkansas on April 28-30. 

by Don Brown • via The Mississippi Baptist

name of this committee to the 
Committee on Arrangements/
Production. The members 
are the President, 1st VP, 2nd 
VP, Director of DiscipleGuide 
Conference Division (cur-
rently Donny Parish) and the 
3 members of the Committee 
on Arrangements. This change 
prompted the Baptist Music 
Fellowship to disband. Article 
XIX Section 4 listed the BMF 
as having a part in schedul-
ing and planning the various 
aspects of the annual meet-
ing. With the adoption of the 

BMA of Missouri
2013 Missions Symposium & Mid-Year Meeting

May 17th • 6:00 p.m. -- May 18th • 9:00 a.m.

Bethel Baptist Church • Sikeston, MO

Special speakers for the Missions Symposium will be Doyle & Linda Moore,  
who have served in the Philippines for over 37 years. We will also hear from 
one of our newest church planters, John Beinlien, who serves the deaf com-

munity at Master’s Hand Church in Swartz Creek, MI.

The Symposium Offering will go to Camp Gawood

• See BMAA page 3 • 

Camp Reminder
Bro. Chris Polk reminds ev-

eryone to  mark you calendar 
for July 29th thru August 2nd 
and make sure you are present 
at Camp Garwood for another 
great week of fellowship, Bible 
study, worship and recreaion. 

Also, Do Not Forget to 
send your Dollar Every Week 
offering or bring it to camp so 
we can finish the improvements 
needed this fall. If you want a 
T-shirt for your offering YOU 
MUST send the sizes to Bro. 
Chris or Bro. Claude Evans 
by May 26th. If you know you 
will be turning in your money 
at camp,  you still need to send 
your sizes needed by May 26th.

changes to the Committee on 
Arrangements, the BMF’s par-
ticipation was superseded.
Integration

On Monday evening, Exec-
utive Director of Missions, Dr. 
John David Smith, spoke on 
behalf of Missions, LifeWord, 
DiscipleGuide and BMA Semi-
nary concerning the integration 
of certain areas of these depart-
ments. He explained “Integra-
tion is all about things that we 
are determined, compelled, to 
do and that are absolutely nec-

The Children of

James & Mary Hoffmann
invite you to join them in the joyous celebration of their parent’s

50th Wedding Anniversary
Saturday, June 22, 2013 • 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

at Bethany Baptist Church  
11211 Midland Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63114

Let your presence be the only gift you bring



Springhill, Fairdealing,  
sends greetings to all. God 
continues to bless us here in 
Fairdealing, and we praise 
Him for it.  However, life 
happens and we are faced 
with difficulties, so we do 
ask you to pray for Sis. Sar-
ah Gladden. She broke her 
foot, and we do not know as 
yet how long she will have 
to stay off of it.  It is really 
hard to stay down when your 
heart is in the school teach-
ing music.  Also, pray for 
Sis. Zelma Hill – she has 
been in the nursing home for 
quite some time, but she had 
to have one of her legs am-
putated, and then a couple 
months later had to lose the 
other one.  Needless to say, 
she needs your prayers, but 
it is amazing to see her spir-
its remain high most of the 
time as she witnesses to ones 
in the home. Praise God for 
her testimony. Our pastor and 
his wife celebrated their 20th 
wedding anniversary by the 
two of them spending a week 
away.  We are so thankful 
God has blessed them with a 
wonderful relationship that is 
an example to our young and 
old alike, and that they were 
able to get a much-needed 
rest. Thank you, Pastor for all 
you do. The school building 
is still such a blessing – see-
ing how God supplies what is 
needed to continue the pro-
cess.  Saturday, the 27th of 
April, sheetrock will be put 
up in the second story of the 
building.  This is so exciting.  
We will then wait for God’s 
provision of the next install-
ment that will be needed to 
complete the plumbing, elec-
trical, and sheetrock down-
stairs.  We thank each one of 
you that is praying for this 
project, and supporting it fi-
nancially.  We just ask that 
you keep the prayers going 
up – the sooner the build-
ing is completed, the sooner 
we will be able to help more 
children. May God bless you 
all, and let us pray for one an-
other.
Sean Kallner, Pastor
Cheryl Kallner, Reporter

Ozark Heights, Potosi, says 
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“Hello! to one and all.” April 
showers are still with us and 
our prayers go out to all in 
the flood areas. Easter came 
and went and it leaves us with 
blessings each year as we re-
member our a risen Savior is 
still caring for us today. Bro. 
Brian has had a lot going on 
this month. He visited his 
parents and was honored to 
lead them in the renewal of 
their marriage vows; as they 
celebrated 50 years of mar-
riage. What a blessing for a 
couple and what a privilege 
and honor for a son. April 
19th we had a progressive 
dinner with several homes 
visited with a showing of 
love and good eats.  We had 
17 who went from house to 
house through the evening.  
Finishing the evening with 
desert, Bible trivia, and sing-
ing with a good time had by 
all. We had our Pie Auction 
and Supper on Talent Night 
April 28th with some great 
fun. We had some excitement 
as a visitor who came to the 
Pie Auction looked a lot like 
Dave on the show Storage 
Wars.  The familiar YUUUP 
sounded several times as we 
enjoyed ourselves with the 
antics that we have all come 
to expect from Bro. Gary. 
Bro. Gary filled in a couple 
times for Bro. Brian while 
on vacation and at the BMA 
Association. We always en-
joy him! Bro. Floyd Lawson 
is still recuperating; we ask 
for your continued prayers 
for him and Sis. Sharon. Our 
prayer list has been full cur-
rently with all the sickness 
going around. The choir and 
Sis. Sara  has been busy prac-
ticing for Home Coming; we 
are looking for a good crowd 
on May 5th with lots of good 
food, singing and rejoicing 
for Christ!  We hope you all 
read the invitation last month 
and we get to see you here. 
Until next month; may God 
bless you all!
Brian Meade - Pastor
Georgie Brokaw – Reporter

Lower Doe Run, Elling-
ton, writes: Since we missed 
sending last month’s report, I 
will update you somewhat on 

what went on during March.  
We hosted the State WMA 
and Brotherhood on the 2nd 
and were very pleased with 
the attendance. When we set 
this up in our 2012 annual 
meeting, I had some reserva-
tions as to how many would 
travel this far. Then, we had 
some bad weather around 
that time and thought once 
more that there might not be 
too many attend. Oh, ye of 
little faith. We had a great 
attendance and a wonderful 
meeting. We had a fellowship 
dinner the next day with the 
leftovers. During that din-
ner, Bro. George Rayfield 
passed out on us and had to 
be taken to the hospital, but 
is doing well at this time.  
He and Sis. Betty have been 
spending quite a bit of time at 
their daughters in Macon, go-
ing to doctors in Columbia. 
They do stand in the need of 
prayer. We were able to get 
to Joplin on our way to Nor-
man, Oklahoma and attended 
the evening service at Grace 
Baptist.  We enjoyed it very 
much and enjoyed getting 
acquainted with Bro. Fred 
Vogel. The 22nd, we went 
on to Norman and were able 
to attend all sessions of the 
BMAA meeting. It is always 
good to attend these meetings 
and we missed many that are 
usually there.  I believe it was 
the lowest attendance in quite 
a long time. The fellowship 
is always wonderful. Next 
year’s meeting is in Little 
Rock, AR starting April 28th, 
which is later than usual, so 
hopefully, we won’t have 
cold weather to deal with 
like we did this year. When 
we left there, we travelled to 
Gordonville, TX, to visit my 
brother and his wife. He has 
been having some serious 
health problems and I’m re-
questing prayer for him. His 
name is Noel Stewart. Also, 
please remember my mother-
in-law, Mildred Hawkins in 
prayer. She fell on the 18th 
and broke her right hip and 
shoulder.  They have done 
surgery on the hip, but can’t 
do anything with the shoul-
der.  She is to keep it immo-
bile and it should heal on its 

on, but it is giving her very 
much pain. She is back at The 
Villas, DeSoto, on the nurs-
ing home floor for the present 
time while she is doing rehab.
With our love and prayers,
Denver Page, Pastor
Sharon Page, Reporter

First, Potosi, sends Greet-
ings to all. Our Pastor has 
been introducing us to some 
new methods of meeting 
and greeting each other. On 
Christmas Day families that 
did not have others to share 
the day with enjoyed eating 
lunch at noon and then the 
children and adults fellow-
shiped with games and getting 
to know each other. The ones 
attending had such a good 
time, they stayed later than 
they had planned. Others are 
planning to do this next year. 
The staff treated the widows 
(we have over 40, widows, 
not staff) to a dinner of their 
choice; Because of illness and 
weather, not many were able 
to attend. They chose to eat 
at the “The Blackbird Cafe” 
and enjoyed the food and fel-
lowship. The senior SS class 
members planned an evening 
of singing and eating, but the 
weather prevailed again. The 
planning committee kept a 
spot open to have a lunch and 
class for those who are inter-
ested in joining our church. 
Some visitors and students 
who participate in  Awanas, 
SS, and preaching were in-
cluded in those who planned 
on attending. Bro. Jamie 

  NEWS BRIEFS  
started the new year off by 
encouraging No. 1 - Every 
family planning a family de-
votional time. No. 2 Every 
family try to invite someone 
who has recently come into 
our church into their home 
for a visit, a meal or a time 
of fellowship. Now that we 
are out of the snow and a 
few flowers are showing up, 
it is time to try some of these 
ideas. We have a lot of seri-
ously ill members which we 
ask you to help us pray that 
they will be able to return to 
serve and enjoy God’s glory 
soon.
Jamie Haguewood, Pastor
Beverly Simpson, Reporter

Bethel, Sikeston, has been 
blessed with a dozen new 
members in the past few 
months, our jail and prison 
ministries are thriving with 
good reports every week. We 
are preparing for a mission 
trip for Bro. Jeff Reynolds, 
who will be going with the 
“Water for Christ” ministry 
group to Ghana, Africa. We 
are also collecting nonper-
ishable foods to help in Bro. 
Kwame’s area. The trip is in 
October. We look forward to 
our Mother’s Day dinner, as 
the men are preparing and 
serving the food.  Also, we 
are proud to host the Mission 
Symposium May 17th, with 
missionaries, Doyle and Lin-
da Moore, also John Beinlien. 
Then we’ll have the BMA of 
Missouri semi-annual meet-



STATE MISSIONS
SEND MISSIONS OFFERINGS TO:  
Danny Kirk
BMA of Missouri Missions
920 Lindsay Lane
Florissant, MO 63031
(314)265-6265 Cell • (314)837-8321 home
E-mail: danny@youneedcoaching.com

SEND REVOLVING LOAN FUND OFFERINGS 
TO: 
  David Griggs, Treasurer
  405 Hoffmeister Ave.
  St. Louis, MO 63125
  Phone 314-631-2213
  e-mail david92951@aol.com

CONTACT BRO. JONES AT:  
410 Donegal Dr.
Smithville, MO 64089
816-866-4646 home • 573-631-6274 cell
E-mail: pastorjamiejones@gmail.com

BMA of Missouri Website: www.bmamissouri.org
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From Our Director
As I coach church planters all over the world, I use certain 

skills to help them to move forward toward their goals. They 
are skills that help them to develop their own goals, design 
their own solutions to problems, and create ownership of the 
plan and the next action steps that they will embark upon.  As 
a pastor, I have found that I could use these same skills, in and 
out of the church, to help people to accomplish more in their 
lives. Some have asked me about those skills and how they 

1.  How do I connect with someone and make them feel 
valued? We will discuss skills that build rapport, trust, and 
confidence in the lives of others.

2. How do you determine what the outcome or results 
ought to be in a person’s life?  It is important to let the person 
you are conversing with set the agenda and the goals.  

3. How do we help other people to discover the truth and 
reality about a given situation and then move them to greater 
awareness and an improved perspective?  Learn the skill of 
asking powerful questions that invoke discovery and insight.

4. How do we help others to put together a plan that will 
help them meet their stated goals?  With coaching skills, you 
will help others to put together a S.M.A.R.T. action plan that 
works and builds hope!

FINANCIAL REPORT BMA OF MISSOURI MISSIONS  • April 2013
 General Fund:
  Balance March 30, 2013     $ 39,139.93   
  April Receipts:    $ 3,216.35 $   3,216.35  
  Total Available      $ 42,356.28   
 Disbursements:   
  Director’s Salary    $     900.00
  Partnership support J. Jones $           1,500.00
  Director’s Expenses   $             9.82     
  Office Supplies    $           100.35
  Bank Fees     $         3.00    
 Total Disbursements   $          2,513.17 $        2,513.17  
  Balance  April 30, 2013   $        39,843.11 

 Savings:
  Certificate of Deposit $ 67,122.63
  Certificate of Deposit $ 22,993.90  
  ING Direct Savings $ 11,149.01
  Total in CD’s:  $ 101,265.54

To get the most out of this 
one day experience, it would 
be great if we had at least 7 in 
attendance.  The workshop is 
free and it is for pastors, lay-
men, and woman.  It will start 
at 8:30 a.m. and end at 5 p.m. 
with an hour break for lunch 
at your restaurant of choice. 
So I can make sure I have 
enough training manuals 
please let me know that you 
are attending by calling me 
at 314-265-6265 or email-
ing me at: danny@youneed-
coaching.com.

Danny Kirk

essary - Things we must do.”
He further stated that the 

BMA exists to help the lo-
cal church to fulfil its great 
commission mission. Smith 
stated that the Unified Vi-
sion of bringing glory to God 
and doing the work of God 
should save the Association 
approximately $320,000 per 
year in operating expense 
by not duplicating services. 
A video was presented with 
explanations and visions by 
department workers and en-
dorsements by others.
Pastor’s Conference

Todd West, pastor of 
Oasis Church in Arkansas, 
and Kevin Marsico, pastor 
of Northstar Church in the 
Washington, D.C. area and 
a Regional Mobilizer for the 
North American Mission 
Board (SBC), challenged 
those attending to take cour-
age and step out into the un-
known and multiply. Larry 
Barker, Director of Opera-
tions - North America, spoke 
concerning “Multiplication 
Centers” and helping local 

• BMAA from page 1 •

• See BMAA  page 5 •

can learn them.
Friday, June 

14, 2013 at First 
Baptist Church, 
Potosi, I will be 
teaching a one-
day workshop in 
acquiring these 
skills. The fol-
lowing are just a 
few of the skills 
we will talk 
about:

From Bro. Smith
Thank you for 

praying. I have 
personally been 
overwhelmed by 
prayer support the 
past two months.  
April and May 
were two months 
filled with prayer 
support, prayer requests, 
and answers to prayers. This 
has made for quite enjoy-
able times as of late.  Please 
keep those prayers going as 
the Lord is at work draw-
ing Smithvillians to hear the 
message of the truth through 

the ministries of North Lake 
Church.

Right now we are work-
ing towards those 6 month 
goals that I shared about 
last month, and are well on 
our way to meeting some of 
them as I write this report.  
Thank you for remembering 
us when you go before the 
throne of God and may He 
guide us as we proceed with 
sharing the truth.

We are also gearing up 
for the summer. We are ex-
pecting three service groups 
from three states, Texas, 
Oklahoma, and Missouri. We 
plan to work them hard “in 
Jesus name.”  They will serve 
in His name, and share His 
love during June and July.  
Pray that we make many new 
contacts and that God opens 
doors for new opportunities.      

Jamie Jones,

churches develop the attitude 
of sending members out to 
establish new churches.

Department Reports
DiscipleGuide

Scott Attebery, director of 
DiscipleGuide, discussed re-
cent changes and difficult de-
cisions taken by this depart-
ment. A reduction in staff, 
many long term employees, 
was a difficult decision, but 
has resulted in better finan-
cial stability. ESL (English 
as a Second Language) helps 
other departments in minis-
tering around the world. He 
spoke of a number of changes 
in the literature available and 
upcoming special publication 
efforts. DisciplePoints and 
DiscipleKids are two areas to 
look for. 

He shared that the Dis-
cipleGuide Board of Trust-
ees are looking in the feasi-
bility of relocated the entire 
DiscipleGuide operation to 
Conway. The Association 
approved the selling of the 
Missions Department prop-
erty in Little Rock for the 
purpose of moving all Mis-
sions operations to the cam-
pus of LifeWord in Conway. 
Expansion plans for the Life-
Word property call for ample 
office space for the Disciple-
Guide operation. The trustees 
are expected to recommend 
this move at the 2014 meet-
ing in Arkansas. This would 
also mean selling the new 
DiscipleGuide facilities in 
Texarkana, Arkansas.

Attebery was reelected as 
director of DiscipleGuide.

Moral Action
Dr. John Adams reported 

on the work of Moral Ac-
tion. He reported that the 
2013 Moralist Award was 
presented to the late Dr. Roy 
McLaughlin and his wife, 
Neva, for their contributions 
to the Moral Action ministry. 
Adams encouraged the peo-
ple of the BMA to be support-
ers of the moral imperatives 
in God’s Word. He stressed 
that we must be bound by 
God’s Word to live right, do 
right, speak right, give right, 
and to be fighters against the 
immoral climate that perme-
ates our modern day society.
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• NEWS From Page 2 •
ing the very next day here at 
Bethel. We hope to have good 
fellowship and are excited to 
hear what our missionaries 
have to share with us. Bless-
ings to all.
Jerry Adams, Pastor
Marcia Nimmo, Reporter

Bethlehem, Doniphan wish-
es blessings upon all as we 
send Greetings to you. April 
has been a blessed month for 
us at Bethlehem! The month 
of March was spent on stud-
ies about Hell, and April was 
spent on studies about Heav-
en. When we did our Easter 
program on the first Friday 
night in the month of April, 
the Lord truly blessed the 
church. After the Easter pro-
gram was over and Bro. Rus-
sell gave the altar call we had 
two young ladies come for-
ward and give their lives to 
the Lord. The next thing we 
knew, Bro. Russell was with 
a young man and then an-
other at the altar. By the end 
of the evening we had a total 
of eight new converts.  Easter 
Sunday we had a new brother 
in Christ, Bro. Leon Peeler. 
Some of the new coverts on 
Friday evening were Sis. 
Brandy Peeler, his wife; Bro. 
Jordan Peeler, his son; and 
Sis. Patty Lovelace, his Moth-
er-in-law. All of this started 
with Makayla Peeler, coming 
to Vacation Bible School. We 
are just so amazed with how 
the Lord is blessing this fam-
ily and our church. The last 
Sunday of the month, Bro. 
Leon Peeler and his Mother-
in-Law, Sis Patty Lovelace 
came forward and announced 
that they would like to be 
baptized and then join the 
church of Bethlehem in full 
fellowship.  Bro. & Sis. Chit-
wood represented our church 
at the National BMAA this 
year in Oklahoma and had a 
great time. For the month of 
May we really don’t have a 
lot going on other than get-
ting ready for the Youth in the 
Harvest June, 14th. We will 
also be planning and praying 
for our Vacation Bible School 
which will be held July 8th 
thru 11th. Please pray for us 
as we are praying for you.  
Until next month, God bless 
everyone in the Baptist Mis-

sionary Association.  
Russell Chitwood, Pastor
Yvonne Hill, Reporter

Bethany, St. Louis, extends 
our deepest sympathy to the 
families of Bro. Doug Wil-
liams and Bro. John Vieh-
land. Both of these brothers 
went home to be with the 
Lord this past month. They 
will be greatly missed, but 
we have the blessed assur-
ance that we will meet them 
again.  Our men attended the 
Men’s Retreat at Camp Gar-
wood.  Our GMA’s have been 
busy...their garage sale was 
a great success; they held a 
spaghetti dinner fund raiser; 
and are looking forward to 
both the National and State 
retreats in June and July.  Tal-
ent Time was the 5th Sunday 
evening in March, and we 
were blessed with the talents 
of many of our members.  We 
are looking ahead to the State 
Missions Symposium and 
Mid-Year Meeting at Bethel, 
and State Camp at Garwood.
James Hoffmann, Pastor
Carol McDonald, Reporter

Stony Point, Mineral Point, 
wishes God’s blessing upon 
all. God has blessed us with 
a bundle of joy. Baby Ella 
Grace Marler now worships 
with us every Sunday. She 
hangs onto every word Bro. 
Claude speaks to us from 
God’s Word….lesson to be 
learned. Our youth recently 
had an evening of fellow-
ship at the Bonne Terre Fun 
Center with more than 30 in 
attendance. You can be sure 
we will be doing this again.  
We are thankful that Jesus 
is growing the numbers of 
young people in our midst.  
They mean so much to us.  
The church has assembled 
and shipped another 150 
shepherds bags to our mis-
sionaries in Honduras. This 
ministry just continues to 
receive support and we pray 
that children and parents in 
that nation will be saved.  
Speaking of Honduras, Alli-
son Hughes who is a sopho-
more at Southwest Baptist 
University in Bolivar, MO 
(and well thought of by this 
reporter) spoke to the church 
about her recent mission trip 
to  that country.  She did an • See NEWS Page 5 •

excellent job, and we could 
see that her life was blessed 
by this experience and call-
ing.  Bro. Jerry Garcia will 
be in concert at Stony Point 
at 6:00 p.m. Saturday June 8.  
Please come and be blessed 
by his lifelong ministry of 
music. Bro. Claude and Sis. 
Bea just returned from the 
BMAA national associa-
tional meeting in Norman, 
OK. They returned with the 
message of “We Must.” Too 
often, when speaking of our 
service to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we use phrases such 
as, “We need to be doing, We 
ought to be doing, We should 
be doing.” My brothers and 
sisters in Christ, serving the 
Lord and telling a lost world 
the good news of the Gospel 
is not a suggestion, it is a 
command and the most im-
portant and urgent endeavor 
in our lives and “We Must” 
be co-laborers with God’s 
Holy Spirit in His vineyard.  
God’s peace to you all.   
Claude Evans, Pastor
David Hughes, Reporter

First, Matthews, sends 
Greetings to you. Praise God! 
Praise God! Praise God! It 
has been an absolutely Spirit-
Filled month at Matthews. 
We were approached by our 
sister church from Kewanee 
to participate in a Sunday 
School challenge. Whoever 
had the most visitors for the 
month of April would win a 
fish dinner cooked and served 
by the church with the least 
amount of visitors. We are 
excited and looking forward 
to a fish dinner cooked and 
served by Kewanee! Go-
ing into the challenge, we 
weren’t too optimistic. How-
ever, God took hold of us and 
did a powerful work at Mat-
thews this past month. We 
are now so thankful that we 
were challenged by Kewanee 
because it got us out there 
asking people to services and 
revived our hearts. We hosted 
breakfast a few times during 
the month, and we had an af-
ternoon of fellowship at the 
park one Sunday. Because 
our numbers have increased 
in Sunday school, we start-
ed a new young adult class. 
We also went from having 
the preschool/nursery class 

combined to having to sepa-
rate them into two classes 
because we have so many 
kids!! Praise God!! On Sun-
day evenings, some of our 
teens are going through the 
True Love Waits teen absti-
nence challenge. I think we 
have 13 teens making the 
pledge. They will finish the 
program May 12th, and we 
will have cake and ice cream 
following the evening ser-
vice. This past Sunday, May 
5th, we recognized our 2013 
graduates. Beth Curry, Taylor 
Sanders, and Kyle Bowers 
will graduate from New Ma-
drid this year. We also want 
to congratulate Beth Curry 
and Kyle Bowers on their re-
cent engagement! WMA will 
host a bake sale on Saturday, 
May 18th, in Sikeston. We 
will post details on facebook 
if anyone wants to come out 
and see us. One of our youth 
will be going on her first mis-
sion trip this month. DeeKota 
Polk is going to El Salvador 
with a group from Miner Bap-
tist. We know God is going 
to use her in a mighty way. 
Please pray for safe travels 
for DeeKota and the group 
and that God will use them 
for His Glory. Our Vacation 
Bible School is coming up 
in June. Our theme this year 
is The Kingdom Chronicles, 
where brave knights and fair 
maidens will be equipped to 
put on the full armor of God 
so they can stand strong in the 
battle for truth. The scripture 
for VBS week is Ephesians 
6:10–18. VBS is from June 
23-28, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Our 
Awana program ended for the 
summer, but please continue 
to be in prayer for all the chil-
dren who attend Awana and 
their parents that they will ac-
cept Jesus as their Lord and 

First, Matthew’s 2013 graduates from left to right: 
Kyle Bowers, Beth Curry, and Taylor Sanders.

Savior. We pray that God will 
continue to bless each and 
every one of you. Give every 
day to Him, and you will be 
blessed.
Chris Polk, Pastor
Kari Hartlein, Reporter

Mt. Carmel, Ellsinor, 
writes about a little lady, 
Irene Culpepper, who expe-
rienced a wonderful miracle. 
She passed away March 
7, 2013, and was 87 years, 
1 month and 11 days old.  
Her life consisted of 31,796 
days. Just 16 days before 
she passed away, Irene ac-
cepted Christ as her Savior! 
She was that close to enter-
ing eternity without knowing 
the Lord. When I first met 
Irene, I asked her about her 
faith. I could tell I upset her. 
She told me I was being very 
nosy. Her family was very 
concerned about her spiritual 
condition and had talked to 
me about her. Her son had 
tried most of  his life to talk 
to his mother about the Lord, 
but she remained very quiet 
and wouldn’t open up. That 
week I had requested prayer 
for her at our church. Bro. 
Conover visited her two days 
later at the nursing home. As 
he talked with her, she be-
gan to open up. She was very 
emotional. He had prayer 
with her. She had tears in her 
eyes and a smile on her face 
and begged  him to stay and 
eat with her and fellowship 
together. The next day when 
her son came to see her, the 
first things she said was “Lar-
ry, I got saved yesterday.” 
She knew the Lord! The per-
centage of someone being 
saved that late in life is truly 
remarkable! The Lord had 
called her one more time and 
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Need a project for VBS?
How about allowing your students to take an active 

role in world evangelism?

With EIM’s Shepherds Bag™, you can create a bag
 to be placed in the hands of children in need 

of hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
around the globe.

For more information on how your church can get 
involved, contact Fonda Norris at 870.226.3626 or 
fnorris@eimworldwide.org. Also visit our website 

at www.eimworldwide.org

Bro. Adams shared the 
blessing of being able to 
purchase a new van for the 
ministry and encouraged the 
churches to take a Moral Ac-
tion Freedom offering for this 
ministry in July.

Coordinating Council
Council Chairman Paul 

Bullock gave the council’s 
report. He voiced support for 
the departments “doing what 
we have asked them to do” 
in reference to the ongoing 
integration and cooperation. 
Bullock referenced the cur-
rent organization of Disciple-
Guide (the combining of oth-
ers works into one) and the 
ongoing integration efforts as 
evidence of the Coordinating 
Council’s effectiveness.

Bro. Bullock requested in-
put from our churches saying, 
“If God has laid something 
on your heart, please share 
it.” He stated he was asking 
for positive input in the direc-
tion of our overall work. He 
requested those with such in-
put to contact him by phone 
or e-mail. His e-mail address 
is bro.paul@yahoo.com and 
his phone number is 870-
845-3414.

Joint Recommendation 
Passed

The Joint Recommenda-
tion by the LifeWord Board 
and Missions Advisory 
Council was passed over-
whelmingly. Information 
shared before the vote dis-
cussed ‘life cycles’ of various 
organizations. Statistics pre-
sented showed that the BMA 
is in a decline. Baptisms are 
down over 70% from 1990 
and 41% of new mission 
churches have disbanded. It 
was stressed that there were 
no guarantees, but that this 
move was believed to be a 
move in the right direction.

A question was asked 

partment leader along with 
others, totaling a group of 
52, were able to contact 175 
individuals in about 2 hours. 
There were 41 presentations 
of the Gospel and 8 who re-
ceived Christ due to this ef-
fort. Plans are to continue this 
effort during future annual 
meetings.

The Seminary recommen-
dations were adopted, includ-
ing reaffirming the appoint-
ment of Dr. Charley Holmes 
as president.

Ministers Resource
Director Ron Chesser 

reported on the retirement 
plans offered by the Minsters 
Resource Services. Growth 
over the past 10 years has 
averaged 7.58% in the Long 
Term Growth Funds while 
the Fixed Income Portfolio 
averaged 3.25%. The depos-
its by members of the BMA 
have grown over 11% in the 
past year. He encouraged 
each church to enroll their 
pastor and other employees 
in MRS. He also urged par-
ticipation in the various funds 
that provide benefits to mem-
bers who pass away. Chesser 
was reelected as director.

Missions Commissioning 
Service

The closing service of 
each annual meeting, on 
Wednesday evening, is the 
presentation and commis-
sioning of new missionary 
families. This year’s meeting 
was highlighted by Twelve 
(12) new families being 
elected. This was the largest 
group sent out in one year 
and now puts the most Amer-
ican missionaries on the field 
in the history of our work. Dr. 
Smith credited the new 65/35 
plan with making this possi-
ble. Missionaries are charged 
with raising 65% of their sup-
port from churches and indi-
viduals. These newly elected 
missionary families are: Sam 
Batarseh Family to Jordan; 
John Herring Family to Nixa, 
Missouri; Brandon Lingle 
Family to Thailand; Ali 
Chambers Family to Mem-
phis, Tennessee; Chris Huson 
Family to Ecuador; Tommy 
Rose Family to Mexico; Eli 
Semedo Family to Thailand; 
Jessie Hales Family to Do-
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It was rainy and cold but we finally made it! May 1st, after 
much hard work and trying to keep the boxes dry as we put 
them in the container, the Philippines Shepherds Bags ship-
ment is now complete! Thank you, Lord! Bro. Rocky and I 
believe it was the first time we’ve loaded on a rainy day but 
God was good and provided a lot of great workers to help with 
the load. The truck driver even helped us load which was also 
a first!

17,023 bags were sent to the Philippines! This is amazing 
when you consider we just had our last shipment go out to 
Honduras January 23. This is the closest time frame we’ve 
ever had shipments go out in the history of the Shepherds 
Bags Ministry. All the glory belongs to God! We know that 
God will save many souls because these bags will go into ar-
eas that have never heard the truth of the Gospel. 

As I said in my last Shepherds Bags report, we are current-
ly working on a shipment for Ghana, West Africa. We have 
almost 12,000 bags completed. We must finish and get ready 
to load on or around July 1.  I would like to share a prayer 
request from our hearts at EIM to yours. I have 4,500 more 
Gospel Story/Coloring books that are in the language spoken 
in Ghana that I would love to be able to put into bags to finish 
up our Ghana shipment. They are designed specifically for our 
EIM Shepherds Bags. We are praying that God’s people will 
provide the means for us to be able to buy the remaining sup-
plies to finish up the 4,500 bags.

Sometime after July 1st, we’ll resume our Honduras 
schools campaign. We have 33,000 Spanish Gospel Coloring 
Books due to arrive soon so they will be on hand when we 
start making bags designed for Spanish speaking children. 

Summer is usually our busiest time of the year and we 
encourage everyone to keep us busy here! Thank you for all 
you do to help preach Jesus to children and adults around the 
world. 

Shepherds Bags Shipment 
Headed to the Philippines

by Fonda Norris, EIM Shepherds Bags Coordinator

minican Republic; Johnathan Stone Family to Salina, Texas; 
Jeremie Hambrice Family to New Guinea; Michael Hite Fam-
ily Hispanic Missions in Arkansas; and Jared Kathcart family 
(who were not present) will serve as associate church planters 
to work with Jamie Jones in Smithville, MO.

A representative of each missionary’s home church or 
school introduced them, then the new missionary was allowed 
two minutes to speak about his ministry. Each one asked for 
prayers for their ministry and their family and expressed grati-
tude to the BMA for their support.

After all the new missionaries were introduced, they were 
joined by all the other missionaries who were present for the 
commissioning prayer, led by former BMAA Missions Execu-
tive Director Grady Higgs.

Dr. Smith was reelected Executive Director of Missions.

and concern stated that this 
‘move’ was the 2nd phase 
of changing the BMA to an 
organization more like the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
in the future. Missions Di-
rector John David Smith as-
sured the messenger that was 
not the case. He emphasized 
that local church authority, 
dispersing of funds, etc., will 
not change. The only change 
was a unified vision of minis-
try and operating out of one 
physical location.

LifeWord
Director Steve Crawley 

reported on the work of Life-
Word. Various new avenues 
of ministry were presented 
along with the cooperation 
with Missions. He stressed 
the importance of being good 
stewards of the assets that 
God has given us to work 
with. Crawley also pointed 
out that LifeWord was al-
ways seeking new innovative 
ways to present and share 
the Gospel. He encouraged 
churches and messengers to 
support the annual Walk of 
Faith. This year’s walk is set 
for October 16. 

Crawley stressed that 
LifeWord was a broadcast 
ministry, but also a media 
house for all of the BMA. 
LifeWord continues to work 
with Missions and Disciple-
Guide and other departments 
to spread the Gospel and sup-
port the BMA work around 
the world. He was reelected 
as LifeWord Director.

Seminary
Seminary President Dr. 

Charley Holmes reported that 
the seminary enrolled 177 in-
dividuals for credit during the 
fall 2011 through fall 2012 
semesters. The Seminary also 
provides training to Latin 
America through its video-
conferencing technology. He 
shared that the Seminary now 
offers two degrees online for 
those who cannot complete a 
program on the Jacksonville, 
Texas campus. An Associate  
Divinity and a Master of Arts 
in Religion can be achieved 
online.

Dr. Holmes also reported 
on the “Norman Invasion” 
prior to the beginning of the 
annual meeting. Each de-

she answered that call. We 
serve a wonderful, merciful 
and mighty God! Pray for us 
at Mount Carmel. We are few 
in number but the Lord truly 
blesses us. May the grace of 
our Lord be with you all.
Eddie Conover, Pastor
LeAnn Woodard, reporter

• NEWS from page 4 •



WMA & GMA NEWS
Articles for this column
should be sent to EDITOR
 Shelia Polk
 P.O. Box 259
 Matthews, MO 63867
 Phone 573-471-8885
 E-mail: sheliapolk@yahooo.com

Send all WMA Offerings to:
STATE WMA TREASURER:
 Cathy J. Fox
 2142 Sunset Dr.
 Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
Send all GMA Offerings to:
STATE GMA TREASURER
 Norma Womble
 4498 Cindy Lane
 Barnhart, MO 63012
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Family Ark Ministries
Travis Plumlee, Director  

P.O. Box 163 • Mountain View, Arkansas 72560
E-mail: kingofthemountain@mvtel.net

WebSite: travisplumlee.com

Parental Rights Taken Away
A news commentator recently on MSNBC stated that 

“conservative parents need to get over this notion that their 
children belong to them.  Children belong to the collective 
community.” But children do belong to their parents accord-
ing to God Almighty!  This is clearly established in Ephesians 
6:1, 4.  It is not the State Department that is to raise children.  
The authority has been given and commanded by God, to the 
parents to raise their children.  The Department of Health and 
Human Services has now come out and said they will give the 
morning after pill (which aborts a baby) and birth control to 
any girl age 15 and up. The girl does not have to tell her par-
ents.  The schools do not have to tell the parents.  The parents 
are completely left out of the conversation on their daughter 
receiving many types of birth control.  This is an outrageous 
and egregious act of the government to take away control of 
parenting from the parents and put it in the hands of the gov-
ernment.  This is just one of many recent examples.

Society has worked hard for years to convince us all that 
teenagers are adults.  Yet, this flies in the face of scientific data 
by the Center for Disease Control which states that the human 
brain is not through with complete development until the early 
20’s!  This is why you have to be 21 in states to drink alcohol.  
This is why you have to be 18 to vote.  The post-adolescent 
years find the human condition better able to make reasoned, 
rational decisions.  A 15 year old, regardless of maturity; is not 
an adult.  You set them up for failure when you expect them 
to go out in an adult world, at an adult time, in adult situa-
tions and make adult decisions.  It won’t happen.  But even if 
you believed this lie that they could make adult decisions as a 
teen; where is the right to keep the parents out of the decision-
making process?

 I’m sounding the alarm again.  What alarm?  The alarm to 
wake people up to the fact that the government wants to con-
trol us by controlling our children.  Parental rights are being 
stripped away at an alarming rate.  If we don’t start raising our 
voices, and simultaneously start voting for people who share 
these biblical views; then in a very short time, the US govern-
ment will parent your children.  I first raised this concern back 
when I first started parenting conferences in the 90’s.  I could 
see the trend back then, and warned congregations that there 
will only be one house that controls your children.  It will be 
your house or the white house.  It will be your house or the 
House of Representatives.  I meant that the government was 
starting to encroach upon parental rights.  Today, it is not even 
hidden.  It is a full scale assault on parental rights. 

It is still about morality.  The government wants no moral-
ity to enter into a child’s upbringing.  One main reason teens 
do not engage in pre-marital sex is the fear of pregnancy.  But 
we always give them a safety net to take away their fear of 
consequences.  We provide birth control.  And if that fails, you 
can always go to the drugstore and the government will pay 
for you to take a pill and abort the baby the next morning after 
engaging in fornication.  You do not have to tell your parents.  
Why should children obey their parents?  They don’t have to 
under this plan. Why should children honor their parent’s mor-
als?  They don’t have to under this plan. Go ahead and engage 
in fornication.  If you get a disease or get pregnant; we will 
pay for that to all go away.  No consequences.  That is the goal 
of government. No consequences for sinful behavior.  Parents 
can’t tell you what to do.  We, the government; will provide 
escapes for you.

Missouri State WMA
2013-14 Theme

Reaching Those In Need

And it is not just in this 
area of birth control.  More 
and more legislation is be-
ing passed to put kids under 
governmental control.  This 
is why there is a push for 
increased days in a school 
year, and to start earlier with 
school.  That way the govern-
ment, which already controls 
so much of our schools; can 
control the minds of your 
children.  What is taught at 
school will have greater im-
pact than what is taught in 
the home.  With busy parents 
making money at work; this 
seems like an easy way out.  
Send your kids to us at an 
early age.  We will also feed 
them breakfast and lunch 
and supper at school.  Meal 
times used to be critical fam-
ily time. Let’s take that away.  
These are very subtle attacks 
to strip home impact away.  
Satan is always subtle on his 
attacks on the home.  Meal 
times won’t be with parents.  
It will be with government 
run schools. 

You will have to do what 
they tell you to do with your 
children.  In a politically cor-
rect society; this will eventu-
ally include the government 
telling you that you can’t 
teach children that Jesus is 
the only way.  You must pres-
ent to your children a more 
open approach. It’s coming.  
Fight for local control of 
your schools.  Stop voting for 
people that stand for abortion 
and other things against the 
teachings of our Holy Bible!  
Regarding this abortion pill 
for teens, President Obama 
today said in a news confer-
ence that he had nothing to 
do with it.  It was a HHS de-
partmental decision. As the 
blood of innocent children 
are aborted; he took his hands 
and washed them in a basin 
and said not me.  Wait. That 
is a different story.  Folks- 
you better wake up!  

Are YOU

DEWing it?
Give a Dollar
Every Week 

to Camp Gawood
You still have time 
and the work still 
needs to be done!!

National WMA Officers 
2013-2014

President Carloyn Colvert
1st Vice President Janet Widger
2nd Vice President Jerene Reddin
3rd Vice President Ruby Poteet
Corresponding Secretary Pat Duncan
Assistant Corresponding Secretary Glenda Tipton
Recording Secretaries Jessica Haden
 Ann Pugh
Editor Jackie Ricks
Reporter Jean Swinehart
Historian Bonnie Brown
Director of Youth Auxiliaries Robin Clark
Assist. Dir. of Youth Auxiliaries Mandi Townsend
GMA/YLA Promoter Jayna Williams
Assist. GMA/YLA Promoter Beth Caldwell
Sunbeam Promoter Sherry Laminack 
Assist. Sunbeam Promoter Linda F. Dertinger
Pianist Anita Akers
Song Leader Lisa Hudson
Salary & Expense Committee 2016 Bea Evans
Project Promotion Committee 2016 Alice Smith
Study Book Committee 2015 Charlotte Johnson
Advisory Council George Reddin
 Dale E. Fish
 Rick Smith
Project                                     “I AM” Clinic in Lebanon

(I Am a Woman Clinic, Helping Muslim Women)

Missouri State GMA Retreat
July 12-13, 2013

at Camp Garwood

Prisoners Bible Crusade

December 27, 2012 Prisoners Bible Crusade took deliv-
ery of 6,000 Bilingual Spanish/English, Marked Edition of 
the Gospel of John and the Book of Romans. Both texts are 
on the same page and are marked with the plan of Salvation!  
These 6,000 John/Romans Scripture portions are special to the 
Prisoners Bible Crusade because they are the VERY FIRST 
PRINTING of this type of the RVG 2010 Edition Spanish text 
with the KJV.  We have placed 4,715 of them into Federal Pris-
ons since Jan. 1, and we have ordered 6,000 more.  Praise the 
Lord!!  Your prayers and support make this ministry possible 
under God’s Blessing!

Paul E. Lee, Director PBC,   Phone: 601.798.1341
Email: pbc8paul@datasync.com



Brothers.... Dealing with men's issues 
and Promoting the Fellowship & Growth 

of Men in the BMA of Missouri
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May 4-5, 2013 a few men and boys gathered at Camp Gar-
wood for the Spring Men’s Retreat sponsored by the Brother-
hood of the Churches of the BMA of MO. The weather was 
not what we had hoped for and certainly had a negative effect 
on the attendance. 

Following a delicious supper we were blessed by devotion-
als given by Bradley Eye and Lucus Polk. Both challenged 
us to think about our salvation and cultivate the habit of tell-
ing others about Jesus. This was followed by some discussion 
which was enjoyed by all. 

Door prizes, ranging from T-shirts to flashlights, to Jerky, 
were given to each one present.  

Following a good night of rest, we arose to a few minutes 
of beautiful sunshine before the clouds moved in and shad-
owed us the rest of he day. At least it was only cloudy with 
no rain! 

Caleb Polk, with the help of his dad, brought our morning 
devotional which focused on a question and answer session 
that the Polk family uses in their devotions at home. It was an 
informative and enjoyable time that inspired each one present. 

2013 Men’s Retreat....

Building Relationships
by James Hoffmann, Editor

Following a great break-
fast the young boys had a BB 
Gun Shoot under the guid-
ance of their dads while the 

older boys and men had a Skeet Shoot before lunch and a Tur-
key Shoot following lunch.

The BB Shoot winners were Ethan Spraggs, Caleb Polk, 
and Luke Polk. The winners of the Skeet Shoot were Claude 
Evans and Matt Bolen. In the Turkey Shoot Edward Eveland 
and Bradley Evans tied for First Place. Perrin Seay and Matt 

Bolen tied for Third Place.
The attendance was 20 

and the offering was $90. 
Some of us did not partici-
pate in the shooting but all 
present enjoyed the time to-
gether. Through these retreats 
our men and boys are build-
ing relationships and friend-
ships with each other and are 
being blessed by getting to 
know our brothers in Christ 
from around the state. This 
time together strengthens our 

commitment to live for the Lord and be a blessing to others. 
Watch for announcements of the Fall Retreat and do your 

best to come and build your relationship with other men and 
boys who love the Lord. 

Rain or Shine we look forward to a great time when we 
“get together with God’s Wonderful People.!!”

Arlis and Dorothy East Educa-
tional Scholarship Set up at CBC

Central Baptist College President Terry Kimbrow an-
nounced that Dwain and Pam East of Conway have initiated 
a scholarship fund in honor of Arlis and Dorothy East.  The 
scholarship fund was set up to honor the East’s devotion and 
long time service in the ministry.  Bro. and Mrs. East have 
always valued higher education and are strong supporters of 
Central Baptist College. 

CBC President Terry Kimbrow said, “The scholarship is a 
fitting tribute to the legacy of a couple that has led by example 
in the BMAA and in their church for many years.”

Bro. East made his decision to surrender to the ministry 
under the guidance and direction of Pastor E. T. Burgess in 
December of 1955.  He was licensed and ordained on Septem-
ber 14, 1956, at Berean Baptist Church in North Little Rock, 
AR.  After surrendering to the ministry, he continued his for-
mal education at Columbia Baptist Bible College in Magno-
lia, AR.  He has been active in the ministry for 58 years and 
currently serves as pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Mc-
Gehee, AR.

Prior to his pastorate in McGehee, he pastored churches 
in Lewisville, AR, Springhill, LA, and Texarkana, TX.  He 
served the Baptist Missionary Association of America as an 
interstate missionary in East Tennessee for seven years before 
returning to Arkansas to pastor churches in Prescott, Warren, 
Fordyce, and Hampton.  Bro. East has served on the board of 
trustees at Central Baptist College. He has served as modera-
tor for both local and state affiliates of the Baptist Missionary 
Association.  He is currently a chaplain for the Arkansas State 
Police and the Dallas County Sheriff’s office.

Dorothy (Bailey) East graduated from Willisville High 
School and furthered her education at Draughon School of 
Business in Little Rock.  She worked for New York Life In-
surance Company and later retired from the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health.

Arlis and Dorothy have been married for 61 years and re-
side in Sheridan.  They have three children, Dwain, Tommy, 
and Arlisa, seven grandsons, and three great grandsons. 

The recipient of the scholarship, once endowed, will be a 
student majoring in the education program at CBC. Accord-
ing to Pam East, the family hopes the scholarship will help a 
student with a heart for education or a student who otherwise 
may not be able to afford to attend college.  

Letters of 
Appreciation
In the last year it has 

been our privilege to help 
two Seminary students at 
the request of Bro. Charley 
Holmes, the President of our 
BMAA Seminary. These funds 
are available through the 
Kenneth E. Gibson Seminary 
Student Grant Fund and were 
used in accordance with our 
guidelines. The following two 
letters were received a few 
months ago, but until now 
we did not have room to print 
them, They are printed in or-
der to help us see that God is 
blessing our efforts.

Letter # 1
December 20, 2012

My name is Eric Rivera. 
My Wife Amy and I have re-
cently been informed that due 
to a kind, generous gift from 
churches in Missouri, our rent 
has been paid for the upcom-
ing school semester. We both 
wanted to express our grati-
tude by writing this thank you 
letter.

We thank God always in 
our remembrance of you, es-
pecially, when we come home 
to a beautiful little apartment 
here on the BMA seminary 
campus. God has truly an-
swered our prayers through 
your generous gift. We have 
only been married for three 
weeks and God has already 
begun doing a great work in 
our life. As soon as we got 
married we moved to Texas 
to get a jump on school with 
the intentions on working in 
the field of ministry in what-
ever way God would have us. 
Although we did not plan on 
moving to Texas until Janu-
ary, a few last minute changes 
forced us to fast decisions. 
We did not know how we 
were going to balance every-
thing because we were leav-
ing everything we had ever 
known and all of our family 
to follow the calling that we 
know was from the Lord. 
With just some money we had 
received from our wedding, 
our small car, and a few bags 
of clothes we made our way 
to Jacksonville, Texas as hap-
pily married, Christ-centered 
newlyweds.

I am still unemployed and 

looking for a solution to bal-
ance work and school, but the 
biggest expense has already 
been taken care of, for that; I 
am completely at ease. I know 
the Lord will see us through 
as He always does and your 
generous gift has become a 
tremendous testimony to that 
very fact.

Letter #2
February 12, 2013

Dear Brethren of the 
churches of the BMA of 
Missouri. I am thankful and 
grateful for your contribu-
tions to the seminary. I thank 
the Lord first, then thank you 
for your generosity and heart 
to help the BMA. I am very 
blessed that the Lord takes 
care of me as I prepare for the 

ministry. I remember when 
I was licensed to preach and 
decided I needed to equip 
myself for the line of work I 
was going into. I started my 
journey at the seminary then 
was directed to start at Jack-
sonville College. I had no 
idea what I was doing and 
how I was going to pay for 
the tuition but knew that this 
was what the Lord wanted me 
to do, so I did it.  I have now 
completed my duty at Jack-
sonville College and am be-
ginning my journey through 
the seminary. I am soon to 
take a wife and your contribu-
tion has helped in a great way 
to help us along the way. May 
the Lord bless you accord-

• See LETTERS page 8
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Troy Sisk, a member of Bethel Baptist Church in Sikeston, is 
available for pulpit supply as the Lord leads. Contact him at 
573-421-2396   -5-

Danny Kirk,  Director of Missions for the BMA of Missouri and 
former pastor of Lindsay Lane Baptist Church, Florissant, MO 
is available for pulpit supply. Contact him by e-mail: danny@
youneedcoaching.com or by calling 314-265-6265.     -5-

Lesley Cantrell, a member of Bethel Baptist Church, Sikeston, 
is available for pulpit supply. Contact him at 573-258-9135.  -3-

Perrin Seay, a member of Emmanuel Baptist Church, St. Louis, 
is available for pulpit supply and pastoral service as God leads. 
Contact him at 4115 Passport Lane, Oakville, MO 63129 or by 
calling 314-402-0906.     -3-

Dwayne Swinehart, recently resigned as pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church in Hemlock, Michigan and is available for 
pastoral service in the Illinois/Indiana area. You may contact 
him by mail at 16422 Cloverbrook, Hemlock, MI 48626; by 
email at JeanAPD@aol.com; or by phone at 989-239-2197.   -5-

DiscipleGuide 
Announces New 

Coordinator

Daniel Springs Camp

Camp Jobs & 
Camp Needs

Camp Jobs
Every summer we hire 5 

girls and 3 boys to work at 
Daniel Springs for 2 months. 
It is a job that has many re-
wards for the young people 
who have tackled this tough 
job. We still have a few open-
ings for girls and boys and we 
have applications on our web 
site at www.discipleguide.
org/camps. This is both a job 
and a ministry and gives the 
workers a broad range of ex-
periences that will help equip 
them for life in the job mar-
ket.

Camp Needs
The Master’s Builders 

built us 60 new bunk beds 
a few weeks ago and now 
we need 120 mattresses for 
them. The mattresses cost us 
$60.00 each and this would 
be a good project for small 
groups or a church.

We are in the process of 
enlarging our canteen (snack 
bar) area with more fans and 
lights that will also enable 
those waiting in line for the 
cafeteria to wait in a shaded 
area with fans for cooling.  

New metal roofs are be-
ing put on 2 more cabins in 
the next 2 weeks and other 
cabins have been remodeled. 
We now have almost all the 
cabins on the girl’s side of the 
camp either totally or partial-
ly remodeled with better beds 
and mattresses. In the last 5 
years we have bought over 
500 new mattresses and built 
that many new beds to make 
our campers more comfort-
able at night.  

We have one large proj-
ect that will be coming up 
in August.  We will be re-
surfacing all of the roads on 
the campgrounds at a cost of 
around $50,000.00.  We have 
a construction company that 
has agreed to do this for us 
by supplying the machinery 
and manpower at a price far 
below the market.  We have 
to wait until August since it 
needs to be very warm for the 
materials to bond correctly.  
Can you help us replace these 
roads?

James Speer, Director

DiscipleGuide is blessed 
to have Cindy Williams as a 
partner in a new effort to em-
power parents, the new Dis-
ciplePoints website and Dis-
cipleKids curriculum, arriving 
this fall.

Born into a BMA preach-
er/missionary’s family, Cindy 
accepted Christ as her Savior 
on her seventh birthday. She 
first taught Sunday school as a teen on the mission field with 
her family.

She said of her time overseas, “I consider it one of the 
greatest adventures and privileges of my life.  It was great 
training for later life because I was responsible for teaching 
a Sunday school class from the time I was 13 and have been 
teaching for the past 47 years.”

After many adventures in discipling others in Sunday 
school, Cindy has joined with DiscipleGuide in its newest ef-
fort to help churches make disciples. A parent herself, Cindy 
understands the importance of introducing her children to the 
Word of God, and also how daunting that task can be to par-
ents. Her training and life experience have uniquely gifted her 
to minister to parents seeking tools for discipling their chil-
dren.

DiscipleGuide welcomes Cindy as coordinator of the new 
DisciplePoints website at www.disciplepoints.com. Disciple-
Points is an online community empowering parents with talk-
ing points, discussion starters and creative ideas to get the dis-
cipleship process started. The church provides support with 
the DiscipleKids curriculum. Parents can preview their child’s 
lesson each week and take the lead by introducing it. Ideas for 
object lessons, activities and more will be easily available via 
smart phone alerts.

Cindy and her husband, Dan, have six children. She has 
earned a BSE in early childhood education, an MSE in read-
ing with an additional certification in gifted education and 
hours in special education. She has been a kindergarten and 
preschool teacher and now works as a trainer and coach for 
preschool teachers.

She said, “As I had children of my own before finishing 
my degree, I learned to love early childhood and to appreciate 
how much of a child’s foundational values are laid during that 
period. My goal for my (Sunday school) students was two-
fold: to have solid biblical knowledge and to know the plan of 
salvation so as to be ready when the Holy Spirit calls them.”
Parents who take advantage of disciplepoints.com will be 
blessed by Cindy’s ministry.

 “I pray that our journey together will be a blessing to our 
students and their families as well as an honor to God,” Cindy 
concluded.

Cindy Williams

ing to His grace and riches.  
Thank you for supporting 
the BMA seminary as they 
equip men for ministry. I 
have said in the past, “I am 
proud to study at the BMA 
Seminary.” I will do my best 
to be a good steward of your 
blessing.
Sincerely, Axsel Zavala
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The Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary 
of Jacksonville, Texas will hold its fifty-sixth commencement 
exercises Saturday, May 18, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. in the semi-
nary’s Dorman Memorial Chapel. BMA Seminary is located 
at 1530 East Pine Street in Jacksonville. The event is open to 
the public.

Graduates will receive Associate, Bachelor and Master’s 
degrees during the ceremony.

Dr. John David Smith, Executive Director of Missions for 
the Baptist Missionary Association of America, will deliver 
the commencement address. Smith surrendered to ministry 
in 1987 while attending Southeastern Baptist College in Lau-
rel, Mississippi. He earned a B.S. in Bible from Southeastern 
Baptist College; an M.Div. from Liberty Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Lynchburg, Virginia; and a D.Min. in Missiology 
from Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary, Cordova, 
Tennessee. His doctoral project was entitled, “Developing a 
Model for Prefield Preparation and Orientation of Internation-
al Missionaries for the BMA of America.”

Following time as a missionary in the Cape Verde Islands 
off the coast of West Africa, Smith became an international as-
sistant for BMAA missions in 2007. That same year he took on 
the responsibility of heading up the missions degree program 
at Central Baptist College, Conway, Arkansas where he cur-
rently serves as an associate professor of missions. In 2010, 
the BMAA elected him to serve as the executive director of 
BMAA missions. He and his wife, Kim, have been married for 
20 years, and they have two sons.

BMA Seminary provides accredited theological education 
to qualified individuals by seeking to equip them for Christian 
service and leadership roles. The seminary supports the educa-
tional needs of the Baptist Missionary Association of America 
and other groups who share a like commitment to the authority 
of Scripture.

BMA Seminary’s 
Fifty-Sixth Commencement

Remember
The offering at the 

2013 BMA of Missouri 
Missions Symposium 

goes to 
Camp Garwood. 

All offerings are 
Appreciated. 


