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Central Baptist College Announces
Plans for Fall 2020

(May 18, 2020) Central Baptist College President Terry Kimbrow announced in an e-mail today to CBC employees and students that the College plans to resume on campus course delivery
as scheduled on August 20 and continue residential housing for
the fall 2020 semester.
“Making decisions about what is best for the health and safety of our campus constituencies is always at the forefront of our
minds,” said CBC President Terry Kimbrow. “That is why we will
continue to follow guidance from the Arkansas Department of
Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as we
finalize our plans for the upcoming fall semester. You will hear
many alumni of Central Baptist College refer to their ‘CBC experience.’ It is important to us that current and new students can have
that same experience.”
CBC’s Executive Leadership Team, comprised of President
Kimbrow, Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Gary McAllister, Vice President for Advancement Sancy Faulk, Vice President
for Enrollment Management Ryan Johnson, and Vice President
for Finance Paul Cherry, is leading campus preparations along
with their various division teams. “Amid continued uncertainty,
we serve an unchanging God. The distinctly Christian mission
we have of integrating Christian faith and academic excellence
happens in community and fellowship. We plan to do whatever
it takes to be able to welcome students on campus this fall,” said
President Kimbrow.
Dr. Gary McAllister, Vice President for Academic Affairs, has
been working with the College’s Academic Leadership Team,
which is comprised of five academic Division Chairs, in leading
the faculty to prepare for the
delivery of fall courses. “Because a final decision related to
the fall 2020 semester may not
be made for some time,” said
Dr. McAllister, “faculty at Central Baptist College have already been directed to prepare
their fall courses to be taught
in class in a face-to-face environment, online, or in a hybrid
format, which would be a combination of face-to-face and online. Our faculty will be ready
to educate our students, adhering to the same standards of
academic quality that we have
always had, no matter what the
circumstances might be.”
At this time, CBC is still
following directives issued calling for employees to work remotely when possible, and the campus remains closed to students and
visitors. Courses offered through the CBC PACE Program shifted
to online course delivery on March 16, and that delivery method
continues until further notice. Summer course instruction will begin on May 26 and will be conducted online. Prospective students
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Updates on BMA Camps

Issue No. 6

Many of our churches look forward to “Camp Time” each summer and this summer is no exception as witnessed many expressions of disappointment when announcements are made about the
cancellation of camps throughout our work.
Those who are in charge of various camps are still trying to sort it out as they have to make some
tough decisions and consider the safety of a lot of people who are involved. We need to pray for
these leaders as they decide “Yes” or “No.”
Here are from three camp directors and their committees that I have received that give some
updates on our BMA Camps.
Camp Garwood of the BMA of Missouri • Camp Director Chris Polk sends this following
update. “I don’t have a lot of camp news yet (June 2, 2020). The committee will meet next week to
determine what we will do for camp this year. I’m hoping to squeeze in DEWr weekend sometime
(we are looking at June 19-20). This typically has a small number and will provide insight for making camp alterations.
“Our monthly giving has decreased a little but since we haven’t been doing any work our expenses have been minimal. If we do try to have camp we’ll need everyone to consider the increased
food costs.
“Personally, I have made fewer trips to camp this year than in the past 22-23 years. I’m not
ashamed to say I have enjoyed the changed pace. Don’t get me wrong. We miss camp, but It has
been nice not spending so much time getting supplies and loading up and rushing off to camp every
week.
“I trust this month’s paper finds everyone safe and healthy. We
can make their Virtual Campus
Visit Experience by visiting look forward to seeing you guys soon.”
Jesus Camp of the Meramec Association • Committee Presicbc.edu/visit.
dent
Brian Kingston reports: The Meramec Camp Committee
“We know that moving forward there will be many ques- passed a motion and second that because of the ongoing restrictions about the College’s next tions and recommendations Camp 2020 is unfeasible and needs
steps,” said President Kim- to be cancelled and preparation for Jesus Camp 2021 will begin.
Daniel Springs Camp of the BMA of America • has canbrow. “The plans being considered and made by the Cen- celled all scheduled camp for 2020. Read the article “Daniel
tral Baptist College Executive Springs in a Box” on page 6 to see what they offer instead.
Leadership Council, in consultation with various additional
Sunday morning, July 12, 2020, at 10:45
CBC employees and outside
organizations, will be comBro. Buddy Johnson and his wife, Taffy
municated as they are availwill be Special Guests at
able. Our continued prayers are
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, DeSoto
with our governmental leaders,
They will be leaving soon to be missionaries in Ecuador
those working and responding
All are Welcome!
on the front lines, and to those
If you don’t have another church to attend, come join us
members of our campus comand support them with your presence and prayers.
munity directly impacted by
this pandemic.”
Central Baptist College is a
four-year, private, liberal arts
The BMA of Missouri Loan Committee wants
college owned and operated by
you to know that due to our Treasurer Bro. David
the Baptist Missionary AssociGriggs’ health issues, please send all offerings and
ation of Arkansas. CBC offers
loan payments until further notice to:
approximately 40 baccalaureate degree programs, 16 athBMA of Missouri Loan Committee
letic teams that compete in the
% Dennis Baker
AMC conference of the NAIA,
5146 Darkmoor LN
and 6 fine arts performance
Imperial, MO 63052
groups. For more information
about CBC visit cbc.edu or call
Dennis Baker, President
501-329-6873.

Special Announcement!!

Attention Church Treasurers:
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VVV NEWS BRIEFS VVV

Greetings from Lindsey lane Baptist Church, Florissant!
It’s been a learning curve the past few months for all of us
as we have embraced change! Keeping our people safe and
healthy has been our main goal. Pastor Brian has blessed
us with daily devotionals and very uplifting messages from
God’s Word. After having “church” on our phones or whatever device we could use it was So Great to meet last Sunday,
May 17th in the sanctuary. We miss that fellowship don’t we!
Just to be able to sing, praise the Lord, and elbow bump was
wonderful! During the “stay home” time we had an addition
to the Coleman family. They were blessed with the birth of
a sweet baby girl. God is always blessing His children even
in these drastic times. We are so thankful for those who have
stayed faithful. We ask that you keep Sis. Val Dixon in your
prayers as she has started dialysis treatment and is very ill.
Others have stayed at home due to life threatening illnesses.
As we have witnessed an unrest plaguing our country we can
rest assured that God is still in control and the rapture is going
to take place and the second coming will happen! Be ready!
May God bless and keep you. Please continue to pray for LifeWord, our missionaries and one another!
Brian Meade, Pastor • Kathy Chapman, Reporter.
Happy 4th to everyone from Bethel, Sikeston! Sis. Marcia
Nimmo went home to be with the Lord on the 21st of May.
She fought a long, hard battle with cancer for 4 years, and
will be sadly missed, but we know she is no longer in pain or
suffering. Please pray for her family as they are heart broken.
We started having services in our church building as of May
3rd and it has been a blessing to be able to be with our brothers
and sisters to worship our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We
are slowly but surely getting back to our regular services, as
we are still trying our best to follow the guidelines. We had a
Mother’s Day service on the 10th. During our morning service
the mothers were recognized with each mother, and the ladies
with a mother’s heart without children, receiving a red rose
with special gifts for the oldest and youngest mothers present. Sis. Shelly Kinder and Anna sang a special Mother’s Day
song. Bro. Billy finished our service with a beautiful sermon
from proverbs. It was a great day in the Lord! For the evening
service we met outside in the parking lot and had a prayer
service which was very uplifting! A lot of our members are
still not feeling safe enough to venture out to our services, but
they will come when the virus threat leaves, prayerfully, that
will be soon! Bro. Billy decided we could start having Sunday
School again but not going to our separate classes as before,
so we all meet in the sanctuary and have our lesson which is
on the book of Revelation. We will all be so thankful when everything is back to normal again. We have surely taken things
for granted! Never again will we take for granted being able
to go to the Lord’s House to worship with our brothers and
sisters. We don’t know what tomorrow holds but we know
Who holds tomorrow. God bless you all and may you have a
safe and happy Independence Day!!
Billy Davis, Pastor • Joan Wood, Reporter
At Landmark Baptist Church, DeSoto I’m guessing everyone else is noticing that the months are flying by again this
year. Even with being quarantined and everything else going
on, there’s just no slowing down of time. I’m certainly glad
that I can read the back of the Bible and know that we will
win in the end. Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly. We don’t
have a lot going on as yet at Landmark, but we have had two
weeks of Sunday services, both morning and evening. Bro.
Bryce Wilson was here on the 24th, and Bro. Benjamin Kingston on the 31st. Both were enjoyed by all. We plan to have
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our first Wednesday evening
service on June 3rd and we
are all looking forward to
that. Something else that we
have going on that I, personally, am very excited about
is the fact that Bro. Buddy
Johnson and his lovely wife,
Taffy, will be joining us in the
Sunday morning service, July
12th. Look for a separate announcement elsewhere in the
paper. Bro. Buddy has been
a faithful servant of God for
many years in different capacities in the BMA work.
He and Taffy will be going to
Ecuador later on this year, as
the Lord allows. At this time
we ae searching for another
BMA Church that would like
to have them in the evening
service that day. Contact
Denver Page (636-942-3503)
if you are interested in having
Bro. Buddy and Sis. Taffy that
evening. Continue to pray for
Landmark as we continue to
seek the pastor that God has
for us. Until next month or
the Lord’s return,
Sharon Page, Reporter
Greetings from the Lower
Doe Run Baptist Church,
Ellington! Happy Father’s
Day to all our faithful fathers and grandfathers who
are filling the gap for missing
Dads! God gives you special
strength through His Word.
We hope and trust that everyone is well and happy to
be worshiping together in
the church building. We have
missed so many association
meetings, but we are thankful for those who know how
to use technology and are
willing to give to those of us
that are not able to use it! The
third Sunday of May when
our pastor was recording
the worship service for our
shut-ins (which were many)
he was surprised to see his
boss, his wife, the mechanic,
and two of his truck driving
friends and the wife of one
of them, walk into the building. Some had driven at least
one and half hours to worship
with us. Our youth teen Sunday school class has decided
to help missionary kids by
writing letters and sharing

VVV

their lives to those that are far away. Pray for us in this ministry of carrying out the Great Commission. The weekly ladies
Bible study has resumed. We learned through the stay at home
some valuable lessons in John 4 when Jesus spoke with the
Samaritan woman about True Worship. Now we will see what
Paul has to say in Ephesians 5 about what it means to worship
filled with the Spirit. Our pastor gave a plant to each mother
present on Mother’s Day and a 2020 Election cap to all the
women who wanted one. Until we meet again,
Melvin Meade, Pastor • Carolyn Meade, Reporter
Grandview Baptist Church, Springfield, finally got to hold
“parking lot” or “Drive In Church” on Sunday May 10th.
We have continued each Sunday since then with very good

Drive-in Service at Grandview, Springfield

attendance and giving. The service is held outdoors and is
broadcast on a low power FM transmission to a designated
frequency on the vehicles’ radios. We plan to continue to offer
this broadcast feature even after we move inside, for any still
unsure of being in a crowd even observing social distancing.
We were able to meet in the Family Life Center and observe
the Lord’s Supper Thursday May 21st, Ascension Day! Since
we couldn’t gather before Easter we chose the 40th day after
to celebrate our Saviors sacrifice. Like others, we have had to
adjust so many things but God has blessed with souls saved
and many stepping up to help.
Gary Longstaff, Pastor
• Continued on Page 4 •
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BMA Missions’ Appeal for
Disaster Relief Funds
by Eric Johnson, Director of International Missions

Over the past several weeks, we have seen an unprecedented amount of instability related to food availability around the
world. BMA churches, missionaries, and ministries have reBMA of Missouri Website: www.bmamissouri.org
sponded with great love while trying to meet the challenges
that are faced. BMMI, Water for Christ, EIM and others are
FINANCIAL REPORT BMA OF MISSOURI MISSIONS • May 2020
doing what they can to help alleviate the need in many areas.
General Fund:
Through BMA Missions, we have been assisting missionChecking Account:
aries, churches, and associations to help give food relief to
		Balance April 30, 2020 				
$
40,530.91			
people in need. The purpose and efforts of Missions is not one
		May Receipts:				
of humanitarian relief. We exist to fulfill the mission of God
				Missions:			$
2,135.61
through the preaching of the gospel, making disciples, and
				Total Income:		$
2,135.61
$
2,135.61			
planting churches; yet through the generosity of our churches
Total Available							
$
42,666.52			 we are able to help people in physical ways when unforeseen
		Disbursements:			
disasters strike.
			Director, Salary			$
650.00
In the past, natural calamities such as tornadoes, typhoons,
		 Total Disbursements: 		 $
650.00
$
(650.00)
or earthquakes have necessitated the use of BMAA disaster
		 Balance May 30, 2020:				
$
42,016.52
relief funds. More recently, it has been hunger due to unemployment and food shortages related to COVID-19.
Bank of America Savings Account:		
To date, since the pandemic began, countries in Asia, Afri		Balance April 30, 2020: 			
$
1,101.18
ca, Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East have received
			Interest:					$
.02
$
.02
assistance through BMAA Missions. Everything possible has
		 Balance May 30, 2020:				
$
1,101.20
been done to make good use of these funds.
		
However, because of the global nature of this pandemic,
Investment in BMA of Mississippi Revolving Loan Fund:
we are quickly depleting the funds available for disaster relief.
		Balance April 30, 2020:				
$ 106,342.54			
Missions giving is essential, and we trust the Lord that our
				Interest: 					
$
0.00
churches can continue to give for the gospel to be preached to
		 Balance May 30, 2020:				
$ 106,342.54
the nations. We thank you for that.
Total of all Funds May 30, 2020:		
$ 149,460.26
Our request today is that if you are able to add an offering
for disaster relief to your missions giving, it will be timely and
From Our Director...
A word of thanks to all our
used to help people in need.
It is always depressing to have to cancel a Baptist Medichurches for their continuing
Since the pandemic began, thousands of people in BMA
cal Missions International trip, but due to the virus and after
support of the ministries of
churches around the globe would otherwise have gone huntalking with Pastor Paul Tinoco in Peru, it is the proper thing
the BMA of Missouri. The
gry if not for God’s grace shown in the generosity of BMA
to do. He relates that churches are closed there until August
circumstances we are going
America churches.
1. He also reports that there have been no cases of COVID-19
through make it harder to
Because of your gifts of love, people have had food to eat.
with the Ashaninka’s along the river Tambo.
continue to operate and have
This has also resulted in opportunities to share the love of God
The Zambia trip that is scheduled for October 24-Nov. 4
certainly caused hardships
in the gospel of Jesus Christ. May God continue to use BMA
(and is fully staffed) is still on at this point.
on many churches when it
churches to share the gospel with the world.
The following trips are scheduled for 2021: Thailand with
comes to finances.
(Go to bmamissions.org/donate, then choose “Disaster ReMissionaries Siripong (Jo) Yaebeang and Brandon Lingle;
The two ministries I am
lief Fund” or click on this link: https://app.securegive.com/
(January 15-25), Ukraine with Missionary Larry Wood; and
directly involved in at the
BMAMissions/main/donate/category)
Guatemala with Missionary David Marroquin.
present continue to be faithAll trips are subject to change.
fully supported. Missions is
Other trips in the future include Armenia, Moldova, Cam- spread the gospel to people
doing well and offerings are
bodia, Jordan, Mexico, Philippines, Angola, Argentina, Laos who may otherwise never atsufficient to maintain some
tend a service. It seems like a
and Burma. Please pray for open doors in India.
growth in our available funds,
simple thing for us, but to our
— Dr. Ralph Izard, Dr. John Ladd and Angela Rice
but we do not have a missionmissionaries, it is a vital tool
ary to support at this time and
for ministry.
need to continue praying God
The smile that a child
will lead someone to start a
Friends, We need your help! Your church is invited to
finds when opening a shoenew work we can support.
partner with us to provide Everlasting Smile Christmas Shoebox is often for a moment,
The Missouri Mission- boxes to missionaries in Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala,
but the love of Jesus that they
ary Baptist paper continues Panama, and Nicaragua. These shoeboxes are a great tool to
find through this ministry is
to receive about the same help our missionaries meet and build relationships with peothe Everlasting Smiles.
amount that has been com- ple. Many people will come to a service that is providing
For more information,
ing in for the last year, but we a “gift from the States” that would otherwise not come to a
visit bmamission.org/christhave used up our balance this service.
mas-shoeboxes. We look formonth and need additional
This year, more than ever, we are excited to send the boxes.
ward to working with you to
support soon.
This will provide a great opportunity for our missionaries to
provide Everlasting Smiles.
Please join me in pray- connect and reconnect after a long time of quarantine. Many
Dr. Ralph Izard
ing for these two ministries people in these countries have lost jobs, money is tight, and
that we can have a mission- that means they don’t have much food. The boxes will bring Angela Rice
Help give Everlasting Smiles to
ary soon and keep the paper much joy to parents and children.
angela@bmamissions.org
Children around the world!
going.
Packing a shoebox is a great way to help open doors to 501-455-4977

BMMI Trip Canceled

Christmas Shoebox Info 2020
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• NEWS From Page 2 •

Not a lot to report happening at Ohlman Baptist Church,
Bunker, this month. Sunday evening, May 3rd, we started
conducting services in the sanctuary and have continued doing so. The Sunday morning attendance is increasing weekly.
We will continue to live stream the morning message on facebook. This has become a way for, not only Ohlman but, other
churches to spread the gospel. We have not started the youth
classes on Wednesday nights yet due to various reasons. Our
hearts were saddened at the passing of Sis. Shirley Hayes but
we do rejoice in her testimony. Her services were held at the
church May 9th with Bro. Terry Sharpe and Bro. Troy Sisk
officiating. The ladies of the church, as well as other churches
in the Bunker area, served lunch to the family. Mother’s Day,
the ladies of the church were recognized with flowers. We
have one young lady, Cheyenne Davis, that will graduate from
Bunker High School June 27th. There will be a reception in
her honor at the church fellowship hall afterwards.
Troy Sisk, Pastor • Janet Widger, Reporter
First Baptist Church, Potosi, sends greetings to all our sisters and brothers in Christ. We had an awesome last Sunday
in May. It was our first service back in the church building.
We had two services, one at 8:30 and one at 10:00. We did
not have Sunday School or children’s church and we practiced
social distancing. Our 10:00 service began with the baptism
of three who had been saved and wanted to join in church fellowship including a father and son once again. God is so awesome even in the times of turmoil. After the baptism Brother
Brian Saunders sang the song Baptized. Brother Brian is special to all of us. It was wonderful to see everyone, but difficult to hold back hugs and hand shaking. For the past several
weeks we had drive-in services on the parking lot; we stayed
in our cars and could hear the message over the radio. We had
to social distance our cars. If you miss a service, you can always get it online. None of our classes or groups have started
back up yet. Celebrate Recovery leaders have met to plan the
next meetings when we may have groups again. Our children
always look forward to VBS and church camps, so I pray we
will be able to provide something for the children and teens
to replace any activities that had to be canceled. Donations to
Well of Hope has provided three hundred boxes of produce
each week to all areas of the county; our pastors and other
members have been delivering one hundred boxes to anyone
who wants/needs fruit and vegetables and other churches have
been assisting in their areas. It has been a few rough months,
but God is with us and he will deliver us from evil. How do
I know? The Bible Tells Me So! Let’s pray for one another!
Jim Ainley, Pastor • Deborah Rauhut, Secretary
Greetings from Zion Baptist Church, St. Louis. We hope
everyone is staying healthy and safe during these troublesome times. We had planned to have services in the church
auditorium Sunday, May 31 but had to cancel. Saturday, the
30th, Sis. Ladonna had fever and a headache. She is better
now but still asking you to keep her in your prayers. Not sure
now when we will be able to meet as a church. So thankful for
the messages that are on Facebook on Sunday. Even though
we cannot meet, we still can hear the Word being preached.
I am so thankful God knows ALL … sometime, a lot of the
time, when I pray, I have no words. So glad God knows our
thoughts and our hearts. Please pray for Zion. We will be sure
to pray for all of you.
Dennis Baker, Pastor • Norma Womble, Reporter
Greetings from Ozark Heights Missionary Baptist Church,
Potosi. I hope all is well! We find ourselves in the middle of
pandemics and riots in a lot of our cities. It is the time for
us as churches and Christians to be the hands and feet of Je-
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sus Christ! As churches we
must be standing in the gospel not in a political opinion. As Christians standing
in the gospel of Jesus Christ
at home with our families as
well as the places we have
influence in our community.
In the book of Hebrews the
writer is explaining how God
has mercy for the Jews if
they will repent and believe
in the gospel, this applies
to all of us when we repent.
We must be as our God for
those who repent and turn
from their evil ways. “For I
will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins
and their iniquities will I remember no more.” Hebrews
8:12 KJV https://www.bible.
com/1/heb.8.12.kjv. May we
follow the example of our
Lord Jesus Christ! The Lord
has been gracious to us at our
church. If you are looking
for a place to worship please
come join us!
Brian Kingston, Pastor
Greetings from Faith Baptist
Church in Saint Charles!
What a Spring we’ve had! So
much has happened in not just
our country, but the whole
world in the past few months.
April and May yielded some
confusing (and often frustrating) rulings about church
gatherings, but we were so
thankful that it opened up
for our church to meet for 8
consecutive Sundays with
drive-in services in the parking lot! We even made a
hashtag (a catchy slogan often used on social media for
those who haven’t heard of
the phenomenon!)... #hornhonkingoodtime. As you can
imagine, the “amen’s” were
harder to hear with everyone
in their vehicles, but the car
horns worked to get the point
across! As blessed as we were
to have those services in the
parking lot, we are so thankful to be back inside, meeting in the sanctuary. There
are a few changes, like every other pew being blocked
off for social distancing, and
families are strongly encouraged to sit in the same pew.
Many of the older generation
have been wearing masks,
which we understand. We’re
just glad to be able to see as

many as feel safe venturing out! In the midst of everything,
we had some exciting growth: a new family joined the church
by letter (and they’re already helping out with needs around
the church, which is wonderful!), and we gained enough YouTube subscribers to finally get a customized link to our channel (youtube.com/FaithBaptistChurchofSaintCharles)! If
you helped with that by being one of the subscribers, thank
you! We are reminded more than ever that this world is not
our permanent home. As it says in Hebrews 13:13-14, “Let
us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his
reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek
one to come.”
Justin Arender, Pastor • Annaliese Wagner, Reporter
HELLO to All from Oak Hill Missionary Baptist Church,
Alton! We hope and pray that we find everyone Healthy and
Well! I’m sorry we did not have an article in last month paper, I had planned on writing but time just got away from me.
PRAISE THE LORD, we started having morning preaching
services again May 10th, Mother’s Day, in our sanctuary. We
had been having our preaching services on Facebook where
Bro. Ed did a great job. Everyone was extremely Happy to see
each other as it was March 15th since we had been together.
Bro. Ed said that we all looked Great; better than we had ever
looked before. We have decided to just continue to have only
preaching services at 11:00 a.m. for the rest of May and then
start having Sunday School and our evening services in June.
June 14th is Alton High School graduation at 2:00 p.m. We
have two graduating this year. They are a brother and a sister:
Colby and Haley Kernodle. Colby graduates from Alton High
School and is going to College in the fall at Missouri State
University (MSU)- West Plains. Haley is graduating from
Missouri State University (MSU)-West Plains with two degrees, Associate of Science in Nursing and Associate of Arts
in General Studies. June 8th she will start the Nurse Residency
Program at Ozarks Medical Center in West Plains. Until next
month when I hope I will have some more good news to tell
you, we will be praising and honoring our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. God Bless!!
Edward Casey, Pastor • Jennifer Williams, Reporter
Greetings from Briar Baptist Church, Doniphan! May
wasn’t much different than April for us but June is going to
be services as usual. Praise the Lord! We all are very excited
for this. We have been missing the church camaraderie of our
members. It also appears that all our members are healthy at
this time. This is a blessing from God. We will still be allowing
for personal space known as “social distancing” for anyone
who is needing it or wanting it. Youth in Harvest is starting
back this month for our Association and the Prayer Breakfast
will be too. The Third Sunday Singings will begin again in
July. Our Pastor had a blessing this week when a young man
stopped by his house just to visit with him and he had the opportunity to witness to him for 6 to 7 hours. Later the young
man came back and thanked him for the message. He asked if
he could come back again for more messages. Bro. David invited him to our church and the young man said he just might
show up sometime. We are praying for this young man and
hoping he does come to church and fellowship with us. May
God continue to bless us all! Continue to pray for our country,
our leaders, our Pastor’s and the churches without Pastor’s.
David Grubb, Pastor • Yvonne Hill, Reporter

An Encouragement For Us

As Jesus was facing His crucifixion He gave a warning to
His sleeping disciples that is very helpful for us. “Watch
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41
Find your strength in God’s Word and Prayer!

Central Baptist College Announces
Student Academic Awards

(Conway, Arkansas – May 18, 2020) Central Baptist College is pleased to announce student Academic Awards for the
2019-2020 academic year. Traditionally, the College hosts an
Academic Awards Ceremony in late April, but due to COVID-19 restrictions, CBC faculty notified students individually.
The Bible Department presented the Zondervan Greek
Language Award to Melody (Siebenmann) Turner. This
award is given to the senior that excels in the study of the
Greek language of the New Testament and is given in conjunction with Zondervan Publishing. The award was presented
by Dr. Joel Slayton, Bible Department Chair and Professor of
Bible and Biblical Studies.
The Business Department presented two awards, the Outstanding Graduate Award and the Servant Leadership Award.
The Outstanding Graduate Award was given to Kelsey
Knox, and the Servant Leadership Award was given to Kaylee St. John.
The Outstanding Graduate Award is given to a student with
exceptional academic performance, along with demonstration
of personal characteristics that will help make this person successful in his/her career such as attendance, attitude, responsibility, and group activities. Kelsey Knox completed her degree
in Business with an emphasis in Management in December
2019, graduating in only 7 semesters. In addition to her degree requirements, Knox completed a Spanish minor and was
a member of the CBC Lady Mustangs Volleyball team. Dr.
Beth Cantrell, Business Department Chair and Professor of
Business, said, “Kelsey was dependable and hard working in
classes, and she was always a valued participant in any group
project.”
The Servant Leadership Award is given to a student who,
through his/her service to others, is a positive influence on
other people. Kaylee St. John completed her degree in Business with an emphasis in Marketing. St. John completed her
internship with Life Choices as a volunteer where her work
and attitude were praised, and she was also a member of the
CBC Lady Mustangs Softball team. She recently accepted a
position with New Life Church Pine Bluff. Dr. Beth Cantrell
said, “Kaylee has a heart for other people and for the advancement of the kingdom of God.”
The Communication Department presented two awards,
Outstanding Oral Communication Student and Outstanding
Communication Student. The Outstanding Oral Communication Student was awarded to Heidi Haynes, and the Outstanding Communication Student was awarded to Hannah
London.
The Outstanding Oral Communication Student is presented
by Chad Smith, Assistant Professor of Communication, to a
student who effectively honed their public speaking skills over
the course of the semester. Heidi Haynes also displayed kindness and a positive attitude to everyone around them.
The Outstanding Communication Student is presented by
Ann Gardner, Communication Department Chair and Assistant Professor of Communication, to a student on the basis
of character, scholarship, proficiency in practical journalism,
and significant contribution to the department. According to
Mrs. Gardner, Hannah London “has put forth much effort in
all Communication classes and has also done an excellent job
as the Social Media Editor for Tower Media.”
The Education Department presented the Promising
Teacher Award to Caleb Long in recognition of his commitment to K-12 education and outstanding potential as a teacher.
Education Department Chair and Professor of Education, Dr.
Delena Gammill said, “Caleb exemplifies every quality necessary to be an excellent and effective teacher: intelligent,
very strong communication skills, well organized, observant,

thoughtful, knowledgeable,
concerned for all learners,
adaptable, caring, always
well prepared, and great at
building relationships. He is
truly a lifelong learner who
delights in new ideas.”
The Kinesiology Department presented the Kinesiology Student of the Year
award to Levi Rutherford.
This award is chosen by Kinesiology Department faculty
based on class participation,
overall GPA, departmental
GPA, and personal character.
Dr. Aaron Brister, Kinesiology Department Chair and
Professor of Kinesiology,
said, “The Kinesiology Department is proud to give our
Kinesiology Student of the
Year award to Levi Rutherford. Levi is an excellent student. He is very diligent and
studious. He strives for excellence and is a great representation of what our college
stands for. He loves the Lord
and portrays great character
and integrity. It is our privilege to honor Levi with this
award.”
The Math and Science
Department presented the
Outstanding Science Graduate to Destinee Marvel.
This award is determined by
the vote of the department
faculty. The Outstanding
Student in Mathematics
was awarded to Foster Rash.
The awards were announced
by Dr. Elizabeth Gomez, Division Chair for Natural &
Social Sciences and Professor of Chemistry.
The Social Studies Department presented the
John L. Ferguson Award
to Jessica Sawyer. The John
L. Ferguson Award is named
for CBC’s first Social Studies Department instructor
and chair who taught at CBC
from 1952 to 1956 Ferguson
would later become Arkansas’s state historian and the
director of the Arkansas History Commission and State
Archives, holding that position for forty-five years, until
his retirement in 2005. The
John L. Ferguson Award is
given to a student who has
demonstrated a passion for
history as well as a superior
knowledge of the historical
method, discovering the facts

Contentment??

Luke 3:10: “And the people asked him, saying, What shall
we do then?” The people had come out to hear the Word of
God preached by John the Baptist. When the word was spoken, it brought CONVICTION, and they asked, “What shall
we do?” In Verses 11-14, he answered them and told them
several things to do for our fellow man. One interesting thing
he said to the soldiers was, “Do violence to no man, neither
accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.”
As we turn on the news this morning, we see the opposite. We see a lot of DISCONTENT about many things here
in America. We see a constant discontent for the President,
discontent between white folks and black folks, discontent
between black folks and white folks, and the constant wet
weather. In Luke, John the Baptist is telling us to HELP OUR
FELLOW MAN and be Content. As we watch St. Paul, Minnesota, burning, we realize we are in troubled times.
I can do nothing about bringing peace to that city and our
country, but I can pray to the Prince of Peace to calm the storm.
I must then ask myself, “How is my attitude? Is my contentment messed up?” If it is, then it is likely my attitude is
also messed up. It is so easy to be discontent with my fellow man or what I have, always wanting something new. How
many times do we say, “We need to upgrade. We need this
and that?” The list just keeps getting longer. What the City of
Minneapolis needs is the same thing I need every day: JESUS,
JUST GIVE ME JESUS. Most of the time, my contentment is
backwards. I am never content with what I have, but content
with my daily walk with the Lord. “My walk is good. I mean,
come on, I go to church 3 times a week. I am not rioting in the
streets. But now, how can I get the next TOY ON MY LIST?
You know we have to keep up with the Joneses!”
Paul said, “For I have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content,” Philippians 4:11. Paul LEARNED
TO BE CONTENT WITH WHAT HE HAD, but I think he was
NEVER CONTENT WITH HIS WALK WITH THE LORD.
America has just about bankrupted herself by being DISCONTENT, but we are all right with our walk with the Lord.
May this be our prayer and goal each day: “Holy Spirit,
help me to be content and thankful for what I have, but make
me discontent with my cold heart and my daily walk with Jesus. Remind me daily of the Lord’s nail-scarred hands and
feet. Remind me daily of the crown of thorns He wore, that I
might receive a crown of life.”
As always, we look forward to hearing from you. You can
call us at 573-701-6223 or drop a note in the mail to Charity
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, Bismarck, Missouri.
Lee Miller, Pastor.

Don’t Let The

NOISE

OF THIS WORLD
KEEP YOU FROM

HEARING
THE VOICE OF

GOD!

and relating those facts in either a paper or presentation. According to Dr. Dusty Bender, Social Studies Department Chair
and Professor of History, Sawyer was selected based on her
consistent scholarship observed by all members of the department.
The CBC administration, faculty, and staff congratulate all
of these students on their academic achievements!
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WMA & GMA NEWS

Articles for this column may be sent to
		WMA Secretary: Norma Womble
			
7421 Hillsboro House Spg. Rd.
			
Cedar Hill, MO 63016
			
e-mail - nrwomble@juno.com
Send all WMA Offerings to:
STATE WMA TREASURER:
Connie Reifsteck
P.O. Box 190493
St. Louis, MO 63119

Send all GMA Offerings to:
STATE GMA TREASURER
Shelia Polk
P.O. Box 259
Matthews, MO 63867

2020 Missouri Ladies Retreat
September 11 & 12, 2020

Registration Fee:
$ 30.00 BEFORE August 1, 2020
$ 35.00 after August 1, 2020
Speaker - Pat Quesenbury & Fran Hoover
Drury Inn & Suites
Arnold, Missouri
(636)287-3111
Reservation Information:

Group Name: Women’s Missionary Auxiliary of MO
Group Number: 2392123
Room Rate: $ 135.00 (plus tax)
2 Queen beds (up to 4 people)
Rate guaranteed until August 10, 2020
Room Occupancy will include:
“Kickback” Supper & “Quick-start” Breakfast
Note: Please make room reservations directly
with the motel. Be sure to mention Group Name
and Number.
Ladies Retreat Registration Form
(Make additional copies as needed)

Make check payable to:
Missouri Women’s Missionary Auxiliary
and send with this form to:
Dottie Steelman
1684 County Rd. 2240
Salem, MO 65560
Name: _______________________________
Address: ____________________________________
_____________________________________
Contact Phone: _______________________________
Church Name: _______________________________
Registration: ($ 30.00 before August 1st) $______________
Late Registration: ($ 35.00 after August 1st) $__________
Total Included: 			

$__________

Questions?? Call:
		Dottie		573-247-8085
		LaDonna
314-856-3661
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National GMA Covid-19 Update
by Laurie Hicks, National Director of Youth Auxiliaries

It was a hard decision for the National GMA Advisory
Council, but we voted to cancel the 2020 National GMA
Camp. There are so many uncertainties during this time, and
we felt it was a decision that had to be made. We know God
has a plan that is bigger than all of this, and we are praying
for His direction in how to proceed with future plans for the
National GMA.
Since National Camp has been canceled, the GMA Advisory Council has voted to allow all 2019-20 officers that are
willing to serve to continue as officers for 2020-2021. We understand that some girls may not be able to continue to serve
and some may have to be appointed to fill vacant positions.
Therefore, we are asking girls that qualify and feel led to be
a national officer for the 2020-2021 year to fill out the officer
survey form. The National GMA Advisory Council will determine if the applicant is qualified to fill a needed position.
Girls may also be chosen to work with some current officers
in mentoring situations, and some may be selected to work as
support officers for the next year.
The Advisory Council voted to keep the same theme and
project for 2020-2021 — 95% Freeman BMA Philippines
building remodeling and 5% General Fund. Groups that have
raised money for the project this year are asked to go ahead
and send it to Kristin Herring by August 1, 2020. Bro. Freeman needs the funds to get started on the project. Next year’s
project money will be due August 1, 2021. Awards will not be

given for project money sent
this year but will be given for
the total of funds sent this
year and next year.
T-shirts printed for camp
are available in a limited supply. Anyone interested, contact Mandy Townsend.
The Advisory Council
is recommending that the
National GMA give Daniel
Springs a love offering of
$5,000 to alleviate some of
the financial burdens due to
camps being cancelled because of Covid-19. We ask
for each church to cast a vote
of approval for the love offering on the Google Docs Vote
being disseminated by state
and district promoters.
GMA Counselors should
be watching their e-mail because they will get all of this
information with links to all
forms, surveys and contact
information in an e-mail from
their district promoters.

Daniel Springs Baptist Camp offers

“Daniel Springs in a Box”

an option for your small groups, families and others
by Jason Prewitt, Camp Director
jason@danielspringscamp.com • (903) 685-2433 - Office

After much prayer and thoughtful deliberation, Daniel
Springs Baptist Camp will not be open for our regular summer camp schedule for 2020. We believe the health and safety
of our FAMILY (our campers, adult sponsors, staffers and the
members of our local community) are of great importance.
One of the many things we love about camp at Daniel Springs
is how we have campers, sponsors and staff from 10 to over
500 miles away that travel each summer to spend a week together to retreat and be refreshed by God. With the blessing of
family from all over, the health of our family and the adherence to regulations and guidelines set by the Texas governor
and CDC becomes immensely challenging to safeguard and
manage. Many facets were considered during this process as
we poured over the recommended guidelines. In truth, some of
the aspects we love most about camp would have to be done
away with for us to gather. Camp is for Bible study, worship,
swimming, recreation, it’s meeting new friends and taking every opportunity to build those relationships. Wearing masks,
social distancing, and limited interactions with people from
outside your group are foreign concepts to camp. Camp is for
Growing Together in Christ’s love! On top of the relational
side, our staff would be strained with new guidelines that include cleaning, food preparation and health screening.
We know that none of what has happened over the last few
months is a surprise to the Lord. Even through this, He has
a plan and many opportunities for the church to be on Mission. We, personally, are all very disappointed about having to
make this decision. The camp is too quiet! We take our mission of being an extension of the church very seriously and
consider it a blessing to partner with you in ministry. At this
time, we believe this is the very best decision we can make to
serve the church, you and your ministry.
We are excited to announce an amazing resource we are
working on called Daniel Springs In A Box. This could be

an option for your groups,
families and individuals to
experience some of the things
we love about camp. There
will be digital resources, like
Bible Leaders teaching the
lessons, recreations ideas
and instructional videos and
also material you can order
such as T-Shirts and camp
merchandise. Keep watching
our social media sites or go
to www.DanielSpringsCamp.
com for updates on Daniel
Springs In A Box resources
and details.
We are also excited to say
that even though we cannot
host big groups we have the
option to host retreats for
groups and families. If you
would like to discuss options,
feel free to contact us.
If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact the
camp at (903) 685-2433 or
e-mail jason@danielspringscamp.com. We know and believe that God moves in great
and mighty ways. We are
praying for your church and
the ministry He has placed
you in and if we can be of any
help please let us know.

Brothers.... Dealing with men's issues

From God’s Word & My Heart
by Pastor Ben Kingston • Bethel Baptist Church • Lonedell, MO

and Promoting the Fellowship & Growth
of Men in the BMA of Missouri

For Whom Did Christ Die
by Dennis Baker, BMAMO Brotherhood President

Because of the restraints of space I would like to focus on
two declaration of faith articles found in the doctrinal statements of the Baptist Missionary Association of America, the
Baptist Missionary Association of Missouri, and other state
and local associations cooperating with the BMA of America,
that address this question. The two articles are Article V. Depravity and Article VI. Salvation.
The reason for Christ’s death is because degenerated sinners are void of spiritual life and under the influence of the
devil and lack any power to save themselves. Because of our
sin nature, every member of the human race (except Christ)
possesses no divine life and is essentially and unchangeably
depraved apart from divine grace. Romans 5:12: 10:10-12.
The New Hampshire Confession of Faith, which is endorsed by the BMA of America and “adopted perhaps more
widely by Baptist churches in America than any other declaration” (Jackson, 71) affirms that “the blessing of the gospel
are made free to all by the gospel and that nothing prevents
the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own inherent depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel.” (Jackson,
71) New Hampshire Confession of Faith, article VI. Of The
Freeness of Salvation. “We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gospel; that it is the immediate
duty of all to accept them by a cordial, penitent, and obedient
faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest
sinner on earth but his own inherent depravity and voluntary
rejection of the gospel; which rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation.”
Salvation is the gracious work of God whereby He delivers
undeserving sinners from sin and its results. In justification
He declares righteous all who put faith in Christ as Savior.
Salvation is based wholly on the grace of God apart from
works. Anyone who will exercise repentance toward God and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ will be saved. Christ died for
the sins of the whole world. Through His blood, atonement is
made without respect of persons. All sinners can be saved by
this gracious provision. Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:20-25:
Acts 16:30-32: Hebrews 2:9.
“Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called:
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified,” Romans 8:30. “God has predestinated that believers shall be saved, they are called by the
gospel, for before they believed, they were divinely invited
or called. (Jackson, 58) It is not difficult to understand that
predestination assures salvation to all believers in Christ, but
it does not signify in advance which ones shall believe and
which ones are marked off for eternal reprobation, that is, rejection by divine decree.”( Jackson, 58)
The Scriptures are the only authoritative creed among
BMA of America Baptist, but the Doctrinal Statement of the
BMA of America, the BMA of Missouri, and state and local
associations cooperating with the BMA of America, are and
expression of what we believe the Scriptures teach.
Summary, “The blessings of salvation are made free to all
by the gospel.” (Jackson, 71) It is the duty of all to accept salvation by “penitent and obedient faith,” hence repentance and
faith are conditions of salvation.” (Jackson, 71) Nothing can
prevent the salvation of the “greatest sinner on earth, but his
own inherent depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel.”
(Jackson, 71) “Acceptance or rejection of the gospel by the
sinner is voluntary on his part.” Article 7, of the North American Baptist Association (BMA of America) affirms: “Christ’s

Mike Ball

Pastor •
Missionary
Called Home

Clyde Michael Ball, 76 of
Rosie, AR passed away May
15. He was a Marine who
served two tours in Vietnam
supporting the Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA)
542, where he worked on the
F4 Phantom. He was also
a machinist, a trade that he
learned from his father, Clyde
Ball.
After he left the Marines,
he surrendered to the ministry
and was a full-time pastor for
48 years, serving churches in
Illinois, Indiana and Arkansas. He was also a missionary,
serving in Bowling Green,
KY. and Andros, Bahamas.
He assisted with many mission projects and many building programs in the United
States and Mexico. He was a
dear friend to many Missouri
Pastors. One of the highlights
of his ministry was when he
was given the opportunity to
tour the Holy Land, and he
enjoyed sharing his slide presentation of that trip.
Survivors include his wife
of 54 years, Wanda Ball; a
son Michael Ball of Rosie; a
daughter, Stephanie (Simon)
Dean of San Antonio, Texas;
and three grandchildren.
Funeral services were May
20 at Beebe Cemetery under
the direction of Bradford Memorial Funeral Home.
blood atonement for fallen
man,” meaning all of Adam’s
fallen race.” (Jackson 72)
Romans 10:17, So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Bibliography • Jackson, D.N.,
The Doctrine of Divine Election,
Calvinism and Arminianism Examined, Oklahoma City: American Baptist, 1968.

Dear churches:
Well, we are .... we don’t really know where we are in this
Covid-19 situation, do we? We want to say we are almost
done with isolation and social distancing, but the truth is we
don’t know if we are or not. And with a little dose of reality, we don’t know what to believe from the supposed “experts,” because one side says we’re good and the other side
says we’re not.
So (get ready to be frustrated) the true reality of the severity of Covid-19 may never be known because it will not
be politically expedient. With that said, we still have a job to
do! And that job is not to determine or decide who is right or
wrong. Our job is to love the Lord our God and point people
to Christ.
Back in the 1980’s we had a saying the preachers loved
to say: “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main
thing.”
Just for a little perspective, let’s rehearse all the things that
have not changed and can never change because of circumstances:
1. God loves you.
2. God has saved you.
3. He has possessed you with His Holy Spirit.
4. He has given you His Word.
5. He has given you His armor.
6. He has placed you inside of one of His churches.
7. He has given you a transcendent cause to serve Him
with.
8. You are going to heaven when you die.
9. You have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 		
that is not affected by outward circumstances.
10. You have been given a spiritual gift for the express
purpose of supernaturally serving God.
11. You have been commissioned to share His Word.
So, the main thing is to serve God through soul-winning
and discipleship. We are thoroughly equipped to do just that,
and no pandemic or any other circumstance relieves us of this
duty.
Therefore, as a former vet told me, “yes, pray for safety for
your military, but pray more so that they do their duty to God
and country.”
May we do this for God’s army. Let’s pray for safety from
Covid and all such harms but foremost, let’s pray that we will
all be faithful in our duty to Christ.
May the Lord richly bless you is my prayer.

The Financial Impact of
COVID-19 on the Church

by Dr. Steve Crawley, Exec. Dir. Ministers Resource Services

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed our lives in no small
way. These changes are pervasively reaching into most every area
of life, but the most quantifiable of the changes obviously relate
to our finances. As church members face financial challenges,
churches will certainly be impacted.
How might leaders address these inherent financial challenges
their congregations are and will be facing due to COVID-19?
Bill Wilson, director of Center for Healthy Churches, estimates that as many as one third of churches across the United
States may close within the next five years and that there will be
a 33% decline in giving this year. Part of the reason for this drop
is obviously related to a general prediction that post-pandemic
church attendance is expected to drop, particularly among those
who are occasional attendees.
While Wilson’s estimate is hopefully high, a decrease in giving is most likely, as we are experiencing first hand at BMA

• See COVID-19 Page 8 •
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AVAILABLE PREACHERS
The following names are listed as a service to our churches in keeping you
informed as to preachers that are available. The publishing of a preacher's
availability for preaching appointments or pastoral work should not be
considered as a recommendation by the Missouri Missionary Baptist.
Names are published at the request of the individual and will be published
until a request is received to remove it.

Douglas Brand, a member of Fellowship Baptist Church in
Potosi is available for pulpit supply or as the Lord leads (have
experience with Music Ministry). Contact Mike Jarvis (573854-9075) or Larry Lovvorn (417-766-4077) for references.
Contact Doug at 573-315-0930 or 573-315-0931, email dbrandministries@gmail.com
Matt Barker of Nixa, is available for pulpit supply or as the
Lord leads. Contact him by phone (501-408-9500) or by e-mail:
mattbarker1988@gmail.com
Caleb Houston, youth minister of Kewanee is available for
weekend revivals, youth events, and pulpit supply. Contact him
at 573-521-7826 or calebhouston@yahoo.com.
Brian Adams, a member of First Missionary Baptist Church of
Matthews is available to preach or as the Lord leads. Contact him
by e-mail at bkadams27@yahoo.com or by phone 217-779-9264
Denver Page, a member at Landmark, DeSoto, MO is available
for preaching as needed. (636) 942-3503
James Hoffmann, is available for pulpit supply. Contact him
at 314-277-8644 or by e-mail at jmhoff@charter.net.
If you are a preacher and a member in good standing of a Baptist Missionary Association of America church and would like your name added
to this column please contact the editor using the information on page 2.

• COVID-19 From Page 7 •

America’s national level.
While the current worldwide pandemic presents a formidable
financial challenge, it also presents an opportunity for churches to
rethink their overall strategy for reaching and teaching people—
financially and otherwise. To thrive and not merely survive in this
environment will likely require we are intentional in our leadership approach. Here are four suggestions to consider in response
to the looming financial challenges we may face:
Preach and Teach Financial Stewardship. Empirical data
provides a clear correlation between teaching about biblical finance and higher giving levels. David King, director of Lake
Institute on Faith & Giving (part of the prestigious Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy), shares that churches that regularly discuss the theological importance of giving
through sermons, money management classes, and stewardship
training have significantly higher levels of giving.
As an example, a recent research project revealed that just
12% of the 1,200 churches surveyed reported that they addressed
financial matters on a regular basis; yet of those that did, 73%
reported increases in giving.
Implement Alternative Methods of Giving. When conduct-
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ing my dissertation research
in 2013-14, I found that just
6% of churches affiliated
with Baptist Missionary Association of America offered
electronic giving options. Yet
much has changed over the
past six years, particularly with
the recent COVID-19 pandemic. Churches with electronic
giving options in place when
the pandemic hit were better
poised to maintain cash flow.
It might be wise to consider an
on-going option for such giving.
As a practical measure,
Phillip Martin of The Church
Network suggests that churches send out regular e-mails on
Saturday evenings or Sunday
mornings to prompt and re-

mind members to give. Further, to overcome the stigma of on-line
giving and to aid in the act of worship when members do return,
churches may consider providing giving cards to place in the offering plate for those with electronic drafts containing a simple
statement: “I gave online.”
Be Less Focused on Physical Assets. We know that the
church is not a building, but our practices in the U.S. might suggest otherwise. Billions of dollars are tied up in physical assets
that carry significant overhead costs. These costly assets are often
used only a small portion of the week.
With tighter financial margins likely, churches will be forced
to become better stewards of their brick and mortar. This may
mean cooperating with another congregation in the use of the facilities, or possibly leasing a portion of the property to generate
income.
Set Aside Sufficient Cash Reserves. Bill Wilson, director for
Center for Healthy Churches, claims that based on his years of
experiencing in working with churches, approximately 30% of
congregations operate with little to no cash reserves. The past two
months provide a good example of why it is important to set aside
an emergency fund for lean times.
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability suggests
churches adopt policies requiring, at a minimum, reserves adequate to cover accrued designated gifts and debt service reserves.
Moreover, it is advisable to be intentional in building a cash
reserve by incorporating a line item into the church’s annual budget; otherwise, it is not likely to happen. A general rule of thumb
is to aim for 90 days of cash on hand to cover your operating
costs.
In conclusion, in the midst of the financial challenges facing
churches across the world, we recognize God as our Sovereign
Lord and know that he is in control. The earth and everything
in it belongs to the Lord, and his Word instructs us to be good
stewards of his assets. May God use the challenges of the current
pandemic to lead us to become more effective in the use of his
resources, in the fulfillment of the Great Commandment, and in
carrying out his Great Commission.

